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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 3050 55

| NTRODUCED BY COLAFELLA, DeWEESE, BLAUM SCRI MENTI, CARONE
D. R WRI GHT, STURLA, STABACK, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, CAWEY,
PITTS, SAYLOR, TRELLO, YANDRI SEVITS, RUDY, LAUB, TOM.I NSON
PI STELLA, MELI O, SURRA, BELARDI, TRI CH BEBKGO JONES, BUXTON,
M HALI CH, PLATTS, VAN HORNE, TULLI, KUKOVICH, HENNESSEY,
LAUGHLI N, TIGUE, WLLIAMS, RAYMOND, BATTI STO, BELFANTI
JARCLI N, PETRARCA, SANTONI, RICHARDSON, J. TAYLOR, KASUNI C
CURRY, YOUNGBLOOD, FLICK AND JAMES, SEPTEMBER 28, 1994

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
NOVEMBER 16, 1994
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 22, 1974 (P.L.589, No.205), entitled

"An act relating to unfair insurance practices; prohibiting

unfair nethods of conpetition and unfair or deceptive acts

and practices; and prescribing remedi es and penalties,”
further providing for unfair nmethods and practices with
respect to discrimnation against victins of abuse.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 5(a) of the act of July 22, 1974
(P.L.589, No.205), known as the Unfair |Insurance Practices Act,
i s amended by addi ng a paragraph to read:

Section 5. Unfair Methods of Conpetition and Unfair or
Deceptive Acts or Practices Defined.--(a) "Unfair nethods of
conpetition” and "unfair or deceptive acts or practices” in the

busi ness of i nsurance neans:
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(14) (i) Denying; refusing to i ssue, renew or reissue; or

cancelling or otherwi se term nati ng an i ndi vi dual or group

accident and health or life insurance policy or restricting such

i nsurance coverage on any i ndividual because that individual is,

has been, or may be the subject of abuse, or seeks, or has

sought, nedi cal or psychol ogi cal treatnent for abuse, protection

from abuse, or shelter from abuse; however, nothing in this aet

PARAGRAPH shal |l prevent insurers fromtaki ng any of the actions

listed in this subparagraph on the basis of criteria not

otherwi se nade invalid by this or any other act, requl ati on or

rule of law, and the fact that a person is, has been or nay be a

vietim THE SUBJECT of abuse shall be an invalid criterion; or

(ii) adding any surcharqge or rating factor to the premnm um of

an accident and health or life insurance policy because ef—an

i ndividualls hi F ol | bi THE
INDIVIDUAL 1S, HAS BEEN OR MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF abuse; or

(iii) excluding or limting individual or group acci dent and

health or life insurance coverage for | osses or denying a claim

i ncurred by an i nsured as—a+resultof abuse or the potentialfor
BECAUSE THE | NDI VI DUAL |'S, HAS BEEN OR MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF

abuse; however, nothing in this ast PARAGRAPH shall nodify valid

exclusions as to any preexisting condition provided that the

fact that a person is, has been or nay be a—+etimef SUBIJECT TO

abuse shall not be deened a preexisting condition.

(1V) For purposes of this paragraph, the term "abuse" shal

be as defined in 23 Pa.C.S. § 6102 (relating to definitions).
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(V) AN I NSURER THAT COWVPLIES WTH THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT

BE SUBJECT TOCIVIL LIABILITY AS A RESULT OF COVWPLYING WTH TH' S

1
2
3 PARAGRAPH.
4
5

Section 3 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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