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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2990 *3%

| NTRODUCED BY McCALL, COY, VEON, CORRI GAN, STABACK, PISTELLA AND
DERMODY, JUNE 28, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, JUNE 28, 1994
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, providing for certification of autonotive repair

t echni ci ans.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 75 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 48
CERTI FI CATI ON OF AUTOMOTI VE
REPAI R TECHNI CI ANS

Sec.
4801. Definitions.
4802. State Autonotive Repair Technician Certification Board.
4803. Powers and duties of board.
4804. (Qualifications of applicants.
4805. Categories of fitness.
4806. Exami nation of applicants.

4807. | ssuance of certificates.
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4808. Renewal of certificate.

4809. Publication and display of certification.
4810. Adverti sing.

4811. Violations.

4812. Regul ati ons.

4813. Report to Ceneral Assenbly.

§ 4801. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Autonotive repair technician.” A person who hol ds hinself
out to the public as one who, for hire or conpensation, repairs,
rebuil ds, replaces or nmaintains the working parts of notor
vehi cl es or one who repairs, replaces, repaints or reshapes
not or vehicle bodies and fenders. The termshall not include:

(1) persons engaged solely in the retail sale and

di spensi ng of gasoline, notor oil or diesel fuel; cleaning or

washi ng notor vehicles in whole or in part; replacing

radi ators; or replacing or nounting notor vehicle batteries,

lights, wi ndows or w ndshield w pers; or

(2) persons primarily engaged in repairing, servicing,
mai nt ai ni ng, wel di ng, rebuilding and assenbling speci al
nobi | e equi prent.

"Board." The State Autonotive Repair Technician
Certification Board.

"Category of fitness.” An area, level or type of
occupational specialization or skill within the field of
autonotive repair work for which a person may be certified.

"Enpl oyed full tinme." Enployed on a continuing basis for at

| east 30 hours a week.
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1 "Person.” A natural person

2 8§ 4802. State Autonotive Repair Technician Certification Board.
3 (a) Appointnment.--Wthin 60 days after the effective date of
4 this chapter, the secretary shall appoint a State Autonotive

5 Repair Technician Certification Board, consisting of nine

6 nenbers. Three of the nenbers of the board shall be individuals
7 known to represent the interests of the autonotive repair

8 technician. Two of such nenbers shall be individuals who have

9 been engaged in autonotive repair work for a mni numof seven
10 years, and the other such nmenber shall be an individual who has
11 been engaged in body repair work for a mninmm of seven years.
12 O her nenbers of the board shall include, but not be limted to,
13 individuals known to represent the interests of the consuner,

14 individuals known to represent the autonotive repair industry
15 and individuals known to be know edgeable in the fields of

16 autonotive technician testing and training.

17 (b) Chairman.--The secretary shall select a chairman, who
18 shall serve as such for a period of two years.

19 (c) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the board shall not be
20 conpensated but shall be allowed their actual and necessary
21 expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
22 (d) Ternms and neetings.--The nenbers shall serve for a
23 period of three years, except that three of the original
24 appoi ntees shall have two-year terns and three shall have four-
25 vyear terns. The board shall neet at such tine as the secretary
26 shall direct.
27 § 4803. Powers and duties of board.
28 (a) GCeneral rule.--At the request of the secretary, the
29 board shall
30 (1) Advise the secretary in the selection or preparation
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of certification exam nations.

(2) Advise the secretary on nethods of publicizing and
recogni zing certified technicians.

(3) Advise the secretary on nethods of encouragi ng
technicians to becone certified.

(4) Assist the secretary, at his request, in evaluation
of any aspects of the programand in the preparation of any
reports required under this chapter.

(b) Cooperation of departnent.--The departnment shal
cooperate with the board and shall furnish it with any
i nformati on necessary to carry out its functions and duties. The
board shall have no appointive powers, but such personnel and
assi stance as nmay be required for the performance of its
functions and duties shall be provided by the departnent.
8§ 4804. (Qualifications of applicants.

The secretary shall admt to exam nation for certification in
a category of fitness any applicant who pays to the departnent
an exam nation fee of $100 for each objective witten
exam nation. The secretary is enpowered to set a fee for any
practical exam nation given, the fee to be sufficient to cover
the cost of the practical exam nation.
§ 4805. Categories of fitness.

The secretary, with the assistance of the board, shal
establish categories of certification.
8§ 4806. Exam nation of applicants.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The secretary is enpowered to either
prepare and conduct the exam nation or contract with an
i ndependent contractor for the preparati on and conduct of the
exam nation. The secretary shall determ ne standards for the

exani nati on.

19940H2990B4046 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(b) Reexam nation.--An applicant who fails to pass the
exam nation may retake the exam nati on upon maki ng an

application for reexam nation. The fee for a reexam nation shal

be $20.
8§ 4807. |Issuance of certificates.
(a) |Issuance.--The secretary shall issue a certificate to

practice autonotive repair technician work in categories of
fitness, established pursuant to the provisions of this chapter,
to each applicant who has successfully passed the exam nation
and to those persons who qualify under this chapter.

(b) Content.--The certificate shall be a card in a form
prescri bed by the secretary containing informati on prescribed by
the secretary, including the name of the person certified, a
certification nunber, categories of certification in which the
person is certified, the date of expiration of the certificate
and a statenment that the person is a State-certified autonotive
repair technician in the categories of certification |isted on
the certificate. The secretary may verify such proof as he deens
necessary before a certificate is issued.

(c) Picture.--At the discretion of the secretary, the
certificate may contain a picture of the person certified. In
such case, an additional charge sufficient to cover the cost of
provi ding the picture shall be charged to the applicant.

(d) Period of validity.--Each certificate issued for a
category of fitness shall be valid for a period to be determ ned
by the secretary, the period to be not |less than three years. A
person may apply for a new certificate at any time; however, any
prior certificate issued by the secretary which is still valid
nmust be surrendered prior to the issuance of a new certificate.

If a certificate is |lost, upon presentation of proof of |oss
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acceptable to the secretary, a replacenent certificate may be
i ssued. The fee for issuance of a new or replacenent certificate
shall be the sane as for issuance of an original certificate.

(e) Exami nations.--

(1) Exam nations shall be held at times and pl aces
within this Coomonwealth as the secretary determ nes, but
there shall be at | east two exam nations a year

(2) Each applicant shall take an objective witten or
practical exam nation about his fitness for a certificate in
the category for which application is nmade. The exam nation
may be offered in a | anguage ot her than Engli sh.

(3) There shall be a type of exam nation for each
category of certificates which shall apply to the type of
work for which the certificate is applied. The exam nation
shall cover know edge of principles of autonotive repair
applicable to the category for which a certificate is
requested and may i nclude or consist of diagranms, plans or
sket ches in connection with which the applicant is required
to denonstrate his know edge of autonotive repairs by
answering questions keyed to the diagranms, plans or sketches.

§ 4808. Renewal of certificate.

Applications for renewal of certification shall be mailed to
certificate holders two nonths prior to expiration of the
certificates. Certificates will be renewed upon receipt of the
conpleted form a fee of $20 and evi dence of conpletion of 40
hours per annum of continuing education as prescribed by the
secretary.

8§ 4809. Publication and display of certification.
(a) Record of certified technicians.--The secretary shal

mai ntain a record of all persons certified under this chapter.
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The information shall be available to the public; however, the
secretary nmay require paynent of a fee sufficient to defray the
expense of providing the informtion.

(b) Verification of certification.--In addition to the
certificate provided for in section 4807 (relating to issuance
of certificates), a person certified under this chapter may,
upon request and paynment of a fee of $2 per docunent, be issued
a verification of certification containing the sane information
as the certificate. The verification of certification my be
used for display purposes in any repair shop in which the
certified person is enployed full tine.

§ 4810. Adverti sing.

(a) General rule.--A person who has been issued a
certificate under this chapter shall have the right to hold
hi msel f out during the period of validity of the certificate as
a State-certified autonotive repair technician in the category
or categories for which the certificate was issued.

(b) Repair shop.--

(1) During any period in which a repair shop enpl oys
full time a State-certified autonotive repair technician, the
repair shop may advertise that it enploys a State-certified
autonotive repair technician, indicating the category or
categories of certification of the person.

(2) If nore than one State-certified autonotive repair
technician is enployed full tinme by the repair shop, the
repair shop may advertise the nunber of certified technicians
and the category or categories of certification enployed ful
time by the repair shop

(3) If all persons who are enployed full tinme as

technicians are State-certified autonotive repair
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techni ci ans, the repair shop enploying them may adverti se
that all its technicians are State-certified autonotive
repair technicians.
§ 4811. Violations.
It is a summary of f ense:
(1) For a person who does not hold a valid State-

certified autonotive repair technician certificate to hold

himsel f out as a State-certified autonotive repair technician

or as being certified, authorized, approved or designated in

any ot her manner which would tend to m sl ead another into

believing that the person is certified under this chapter;

(2) For a person to falsely advertise that he enploys a

State-certified autonotive repair technician.

§ 4812. Regul ati ons.

The secretary is authorized to pronmul gate such regul ati ons as

he shall deem necessary to adm nister the provisions of this
chapter.
§ 4813. Report to General Assenbly.

The secretary shall issue annual reports to the Ceneral
Assenbly on the operations of the programset forth in this
chapter. The report shall include statistical evaluations of

test results and information concerning training courses

operated within this Conmonweal th and any additional infornmation

believed to be necessary by the secretary.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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