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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2542 %55

| NTRODUCED BY KAl SER, GORDNER, D. R WRI GHT, M HALICH, PETTIT,
GODSHALL, KI NG TANGRETTI, MARKGCSEK, MELI O, FARVER, HERSHEY,
SCHEETZ, PI STELLA, KASUNI C, STERN, PETRARCA AND ROBERTS,
FEBRUARY 8, 1994

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
FEBRUARY 8, 1994
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AN ACT
Providing for the training of Humane Soci ety Enforcenent

O ficers and for additional duties of the Departnent of

Agricul ture.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Humane
Soci ety Enforcenment O ficer Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Humane society.” Any society or association for the
prevention of cruelty to animals incorporated under the | aws of

this Commonweal t h.
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"Humane Soci ety Enforcenent O ficer” or "enforcenent
officer." Any person appointed or enployed by a humane society
to investigate suspected violations of and to enforce the | aws
of this Commonwealth relating to the prevention of cruelty to
ani mal s.

Section 3. Training program

The departnent shall devise and conduct a training program
for Humane Society Enforcenent O ficers. This program shal
cover the foll ow ng subject areas:

(1) The provisions of all State laws relating to ani nal
cruelty and the humane treatnent of animals.

(2) The physical characteristics of animals and those
synptons and conditions evidencing the m streatnent of

ani mal s.

(3) Procedures for dealing with rabid or diseased

ani mal s.

(4) Legal procedures, including the foll ow ng:

(i) Proper nethods of prelimnary and crim nal
i nvestigation.

(ii) The Pennsyl vania Rules of Crimnal Procedure
and the initiation of crimnal proceedi ngs pursuant
t hereto.

(ii1) Proper nethods of conducting | awful searches,
sei zures and securing of evidence.

(iv) Constitutional rights of the accused applicable
to crimnal investigations, interrogations, searches and
sei zures of evidence.

(v) Laws governing arrest and the use of force.

(vi) ldentification of physical characteristics of

abused or negl ected ani nal s.
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(5) Field investigations, to include photography and the
nature of information which should be acquired.

(6) Procedures for the taking of information and
statenments fromlay w tnesses and veterinarians and ot her

ani mal experts.

Section 4. Tine and place of training.

Trai ning shall comrence within one year of the effective date
of this act. Training shall be conducted at various locations in
this Coomonweal th as the departnment shall determ ne. The
departnment shall conduct refresher courses in this training as
it deens necessary to nmaintain the standards it sets for its
enforcement officers.

Section 5. Exam nation.

The departnent shall conduct an exam nation at the end of
each training course. This exam nation shall be graded on a
pass/fail basis. Any person failing the exam nation may be
reexam ned, directed to repeat the training programor suspended
fromduty, as the departnent shall determne. It shall be
necessary to pass this exam nation for a person to exercise the
powers and duties of a humane society enforcenent officer.
Section 6. Background checks.

Prior to the appointnent or enploynent of an enforcenent
of ficer, the humane soci ety shall nake a background check of the
candi date to i nclude the foll ow ng:

(1) Drug or al cohol abuse.

(2) History of nental illness.

(3) Crimnal history records.
Upon request, the departnent shall assist any Humane Society in
maki ng this check. Al State and | ocal agencies are directed to

cooperate with a humane society and the departnment in providing
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i nformati on under this section.
Section 7. Enforcenment officer vehicles.

Law enforcenent-type flashing Iights and sirens are not
permtted to be affixed to or used on enforcenent officer
vehi cl es.

Section 8. Jurisdiction.

The jurisdiction of an enforcenent office shall be the county
of the humane society. An enforcement officer shall al so have
jurisdiction in any adjacent county |acking an enforcenent
of ficer.

Section 9. Conpl aint procedure.

(a) Log book required.--All |ocal police departnents shal
mai ntain a | og book for the entry of humane conplaints and the
results thereof by enforcement officers. In nunicipalities which
have no | ocal police departnent, this |og book shall be
mai nt ai ned by the Pennsylvania State Police at the Pennsyl vani a
State Police office nearest the nunicipality.

(b) Conplaints.--Upon receiving a conplaint, an enforcenent
officer shall first visit the headquarters of the local police
departnment to determine if simlar conplaints have been made to
ot her humane societies in the county. If the enforcenent officer
visits the site of the alleged violation, he shall make a report
of the disposition or outcone of the matter in the humane
conpl aint | og book. The enforcenment officer shall also send a
copy of his conplete report to the | ocal police departnent for
inclusion in the log at the termnation of all action in the
subject matter of the conplaint.

(c) Formof log.--The departnent shall devise a standard | og
book format for use under this section.

Section 10. Weapons.
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(a) Handgun.--The carrying of a handgun by an enforcenent
of ficer is prohibited.

(b) Stun gun.--The carrying of a stun gun by an enforcenent
officer is permtted.

(c) Tranquilizer gun.--The carrying of a tranquilizer gun by
an enforcenent officer is permtted provided that officer is
certified under the act of October 10, 1974 (P.L. 705, No.235),
known as the Lethal Wapons Training Act.

Section 11. Search warrants.

An enforcenment officer may obtain a search warrant only if
the warrant is approved by the district attorney.
Section 12. Farns.

The jurisdiction of the enforcenent officer shall not extend
to farns or farm ng operations. The departnent shall enploy or
appoi nt special officers to investigate violations allegedly
commtted on farns. These special officers shall have the
training provided for in this act and shall have such additi onal
background, experience or training in animl husbandry and shal
have a thorough understandi ng of normal and acceptabl e ani nal
husbandry practi ces.

Section 13. Funding.

(a) Fund established.--The Humane Soci ety Enforcenent
O ficer Training Fund is hereby established as a separate
account in the State Treasury and shall be adm nistered by the
departnment. Al noneys in this account are hereby appropriated
to the departnment on a continuing basis to carry out this act.
Any interest earned by noneys in the fund shall accrue to the
f und.

(b) Surcharge.--A 1¢ per five pounds surcharge i s hereby

i nposed on all dog and cat food for sale at whol esal e for
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consunption in this Commonweal th. This surcharge shall be

coll ected fromthe purchaser by the Departnment of Revenue. The
Depart ment of Revenue shall by regul ation establish procedures
for the collection of this surcharge. Al noneys so collected

shall be paid into the Humane Soci ety Enforcenment O ficer

Tr ai ni ng Fund.

Section 14. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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