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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1887 *5”

| NTRODUCED BY CORNELL, FICHTER, MASLAND, BI SHOP, G GLI OITI
LAUB, TRELLO, PETTIT, M COZZIE, DERMADY, E. Z. TAYLOR, GEI ST,
ADOLPH, L. |. COHEN AND Cl VERA, JUNE 23, 1993

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 23, 1993
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, further providing for the use of safety hel nmets by
pedal cycl e users.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 3510 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

§ 3510. Pedalcycle helnets for certain persons.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No person shall operate a pedal cycle and

no person operating a pedal cycle shall allow any person [who is
five years of age or younger] to ride as a passenger on a

pedal cycl e unl ess that operator and that passenger [is] are

wearing a hel net neeting the standards of the American Nati onal
Standards Institute or of the Snell Menorial Foundation's
Standards for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling.

(b) Proof of purchase.--The first violation of subsection
(a) by any person nmay be dism ssed by the court if the person

charged produces proof that a helmet neeting the standards
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prescri bed in subsection (a) has been purchased for use [by the
passenger five years of age or younger].

(c) GCuvil actions.--1n no event shall a violation or alleged
vi ol ati on of subsection (a) be used as evidence in a trial of
any civil action; nor shall any jury in a civil action be
instructed that any conduct did constitute or could be
interpreted by themto constitute a violation of subsection (a);
nor shall failure to use a pedal cycle hel net be considered as
contributory negligence nor shall failure to use a pedal cycle
hel met be adm ssible as evidence in the trial of any civil
action.

(d) Penalty.--Notw thstanding any other provisions of |aw,
any violation of subsection (a) is punishable by a fine,
including all penalties, assessnents and court costs inposed on
t he convicted person not to exceed $25. Persons age 17 and under
shall not be subject to the penalty provisions of this
subsection on the first offense.

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the term"wearing
a helnet" neans having a helnmet of good fit fastened securely
upon the head with the hel met straps.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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