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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1795 %%

I NTRODUCED BY | TKIN, PETRONE, McNALLY, VAN HORNE, MJRPHY,
CONELL, KAISER, TRELLO AND PI STELLA, JUNE 15, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 28, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), entitled
"An act giving nmunicipalities the right and power to adopt
home rul e charters or one of several optional plans of
government and to exercise the powers and authority of |ocal
sel f-governnment subject to certain restrictions and
limtations; providing procedures for such adoption and
defining the effect thereof,” providing an additional limted
optional procedure for the adoption of a honme rule charter by
second cl ass counti es.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), known
as the Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, is anmended by
adding an article to read:

ARTICLE I1-A

OPTI ONAL_PROCEDURES FOR

SECOND CLASS COUNTI ES

Secti on 201-A. In addition to any other procedures set forth

in Article Il, the reqgistered el ectors and governi ng body of a

county of the second cl ass shall have the power and nay adopt a
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home rule charter in the nanner specified in this article.

Secti on 202-A. The questi on of whether a county of the

second cl ass shall adopt a hone rule charter under this article

may be brought before the reqgistered electors of the second

class county by either:

(1) the governi ng body of a county of the second cl ass

adopti ng an ordi nance pursuant to secti on 204-A: or

(2) the registered electors presenting a petition pursuant

to section 205-A

Secti on 203-A. The question to be presented to the

regi stered el ectors of the second class county shall be in the

followi ng form

Shal | County becone a hone rule county as

aut hori zed by Article II-A of the Hone Rule Charter and

Optional Plans Law, adopting as its hone rule charter the

provi sions of the Second C ass County Code in effect on

the date of the el ection?

Section 204-A. (a) The governi ng body of a county of the

second cl ass shall have the power and may adopt an ordi nance

providing for the subm ssion of the question in section 203-A to

the reqgi stered el ectors of that second cl ass county.

(b)Y The ordi nance shall contain the question in the form

prescribed in section 203-A, the date of the el ection at which

the question will be presented and, at the option of the

governi ng body, an interpretative statenent to acconpany the

(c) Wthin five days of the adopti on of an ordi nance under

subsection (a) the chief clerk of the county shall certify and

file a copy of the adopted ordi nance to the county board of

el ecti ons.
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(d) The county board of el ections, upon receipt of the

certified copy of the adopted ordi nance, shall cause the

question to be placed on the ballot at the el ection specified in

t he ordi nance, or the first election held sixty days after the

county board of el ections receives the ordi nance, whi chever

el ection occurs |later. The subm ssion of the question and the

conduct of the election shall be in conformty with the

provi sions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known

as the "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code."

Section 205-A. (a) The reqgistered electors of a county of

the second cl ass shall have the power and may present to the

county board of elections a petition which neets the

requi renents of this section and requests that the questi on set

forth in section 203-A be subnitted to the regi stered el ectors

of that county.

(b)Y The petition shall be circul ated as prescribed in

subsection (c), shall be signed by at | east five per cent of the

regi stered el ectors who voted for the Ofice of Governor in the

| ast qubernatorial GENERAL el ection in that county and shal

i ndi cate that the governi ng body has recei ved that petition.

(c) A referendumpetition under this section shall be filed

not later than the thirteenth Tuesday prior to the el ecti on, and

the petition and the proceedi ngs therein shall be in the manner

and subject to the provisions of the election | aws which rel ate

to the signing, filing and adjudi cati on of nom nati on petitions

i nsofar as such provisions are applicable, except that no

referendum petition shall be signed or circulated prior to the

twentieth Tuesday before the election nor |ater than the

thirteenth Tuesday before the el ection.

(d) At least two weeks prior to the filing date set forth in
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subsection (c), the petition shall be submtted to the governi ng

body for review. The governi ng body shall have the right to nake

necessary clarifications to the referendum petition.

Clarifications shall be by majority vote of the governi ng body.

Should a mpjority vote not exist to nake clarifications, the

referendum petition shall proceed as set forth in subsection

(c).
Secti on 206-A. The provi sions of sections 231, 232 and 233

shall control the initiation of and procedures for anendnents to

any hone rule charter adopted under this article.

Section 207-A. (a) No ordi nance nmay be passed and no

petition may be filed for the el ecti on of a government study

conmmi ssi on pursuant to section 201 of this act whil e proceedi ngs

are pendi ng under an ordi nance as authorized by this article,

nor may the sane questi on be subnmtted to the regqgistered

electors, if it has been defeated within four years after an

el ecti on shall have been hel d pursuant to any ordi nance.

(b)Y For the purpose of this section, proceedi ngs shall be

consi dered as having started upon the final vote of the

governi ng body in favor of the ordi nance, notw thstandi ng the

fact that the ordi nance cannot take effect until a certain

nunber of days thereafter

Secti on 208-A. \Wenever the legally qualified voters of any

county of the second class by a majority of those voting on the

question vote in favor of adopting a hone rule charter, that

charter shall take effect on January 1 of the year foll owi ng the

vote on the questi on.

Section 209-A. All elective officials of the county in

office at the tine of the adoption of a hone rule charter or an

anendnent to an existing charter whi ch changes the form of
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governnent shall continue in office until their terns expire.

Section 210-A. The voters of any county of the second cl ass

whi ch has adopted a honme rule charter pursuant to this article

may not vote on the questi on of changi ng that form of gover nnent

for two years after that honme rule charter becane effective.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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