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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1479 =3

| NTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS, D. R WRI GHT, DURHAM JAROLI N
FAI RCH LD, CESSAR, LYNCH, M LLER, CEIST, D. W SNYDER, BAKER
ALLEN, SEMMEL, FAJT, STERN, CLARK AND CLYMER, MAY 3, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, MAY 3, 1993
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AN ACT

Providing for dual party relay services and for
t el ecomruni cati on device distribution.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Dual Party
Rel ay Servi ce and Tel econmuni cati on Device Distribution Program
Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Center for independent living."™ A consuner-controlled,
communi ty- based, cross-disability, nonresidential private,
nonprofit agency that is designed and operated within a | ocal
community by people with disabilities and provides an array of

i ndependent living services, as defined by the Rehabilitation
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Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-112, 29 U S.C. 8 701 et seq.).

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Labor and Industry of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Persons with a disability" or "people with disabilities.” A
person certified as being deaf, deaf-blind, hard-of-hearing,
having a hearing | oss or speech inpaired by a |licensed
physi ci an, audi ol ogi st, speech pathologist or a qualified State
agency.

"Program ™ The Tel ecommuni cation Device Distribution Program
est abl i shed under this act.

"Tel econmuni cati on device." Equi pnent necessary for a person
with a disability to engage in comrunication by wire or radio
wi th another person with a disability or with a hearing
i ndi vi dual .

"Tel econmuni cation relay service." Tel ephone transm ssion
services that provide the ability for a person with a disability
to engage in comrunication by wire or radio with a hearing
i ndividual in a manner that is functionally equivalent to the
ability of a person who does not have a disability to
comuni cat e using voi ce comuni cation services by wire or radio.
The termincludes services that enabl e two-way communi cation
bet ween an indivi dual who uses a tel ecomuni cation device or
ot her nonvoi ce term nal device and an individual who does not
use such a devi ce.

Section 3. Establishment of Tel ecommunication Device
Di stribution Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Tel econmuni cati on Devi ce

Distribution Programis hereby established. It shall be a

progr am wher eby tel econmuni cati on devices for people with
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disabilities are distributed at no charge to the distributee.

(b) Adm nistration.--The executive director of the Ofice of
Vocational Rehabilitation of the departnent, in cooperation with
ot her State agencies which serve people with disabilities, shal
oversee inplenmentation of the program To this end, the
executive director may do any of the follow ng:

(1) Establish criteria of eligibility in accordance with
subsection (c) and adopt regul ations and forms consi stent
with the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to
as the Conmonweal th Docunents Law.

(2) Facilitate coordination of funds required for the
di stribution systemw th selected centers for independent
['iving.

(3) Determine, in cooperation with other State agenci es,
the funds required for the distribution system and provide
information to the comm ssion as required under section 4.

(c) To qualify as distributee.--Each recipient of a
t el ecomruni cati on device shall neet the following criteria:

(1) Be a resident of this Conmonweal t h.

(2) Qualify as a person with a disability.

(3) Have tel ephone service, possess the ability to learn
how to use a tel econmuni cati on devi ce.

(4) Be six years of age or ol der.

(5) Have a gross incone of |ess than 200% of the Federal
poverty level as determ ned in accordance with the Link Up
Ameri ca gui del i nes.

Section 4. Establishnent of dual party relay service.

(a) Tel econmuni cation relay services.--The conm ssion shal

design and i nplenent a tel ecommuni cation relay service program

for the Coormonweal th that is consistent with and neets or

19930H1479B1656 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

exceeds the requirenments of the Americans with Disabilities Act
of 1990 (Public Law 101-336, 104 Stat. 327).

(b) Certification.--The conm ssion is authorized to seek on
behal f of this Commonweal th certification of the
t el ecommuni cation relay service programfromthe Federa
Communi cati ons Conmi ssi on.

(c) Additional use of surcharge.--The program shall be
funded by the Tel ecormuni cati on Relay Service Program surcharge,
as cal cul ated by the conm ssion on an annual basis under the
nmet hodol ogy established by the conmi ssion in order entered May
29, 1990, and July 9, 1990, at Docket Nunmber M00239. The
executive director of the Ofice of Vocational Rehabilitation in
t he departnent shall provide the comm ssion with an annual
budget and supporting information for the purchase of
t el ecommuni cati on devices for the program The surcharge shal
not be used to fund adm nistrative costs of the program

(d) Annual report.--The comm ssion shall prepare and submt
an annual report to the CGeneral Assenbly on the program

(1) The report shall include the fiscal status of the
program a statenent of the surcharge |evel established under
subsection (c) and the revenues produced by the surcharge, an
account of program expenses and the fund bal ance.

(2) The executive director of the Ofice of Vocational
Rehabilitation in the department shall provide the conm ssion
with informati on on the program including the purchase and
di stribution of tel ecommunication devices, for inclusion in
t he annual report to the General Assenbly.

(3) If the comm ssion determ nes any of the information
is proprietary, the information shall be filed under seal and

made avail abl e under the terns of an appropriate protective
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1 agreenent of the type used in cases before the conm ssion.
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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