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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1331 %%

| NTRODUCED BY FAJT, LEVDANSKY, KAISER, M CHLOVIC, MARKGSEK,
MURPHY, PETRONE, TRELLO, VEON, COY, CESSAR, KREBS, MELIQ
LAUB, TANGRETTI AND CURRY, APRIL 21, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 19, 1994
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” abolishing the office of
el ected coroner and creating the position of county nedi cal
exam ner in counties of the second cl ass.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 401(a) of the act of July 28, 1953
(P.L.723, No.230), known as the Second C ass County Code,
anended Novenber 27, 1968 (P.L.1114, No.346), is anmended to
read:

Section 401. Enuneration of Elected Oficers.--(a) 1In the
county there shall be the following officers elected by the
qualified el ectors of the county:

(1) three county conm ssioners;

(2) one controller;

(3) one treasurer
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(4) one coroner in counties of the second class A

(5) one recorder of deeds;

(6) one prothonotary;

(7) one clerk of the court of quarter sessions and of the
court of oyer and term ner;

(8) one register of wills;

(9) one sheriff;

(10) one district attorney;

(11) two jury conm ssioners.

* x *

Section 2. Sections 420 and 431 of the act are anmended to
read:

Section 420. Oficial Bonds; Requirenents.--Each of the
following officers, before entering upon his official duties,
whet her he is el ected, appointed or appointed to fill a vacancy,
shall give and acknow edge a bond to the county:

(1) Each county comm ssi oner;

(2) The chief clerk of the county comm ssioners;

(3) The controller;

(4) The county treasurer;

(5) The prothonotary;

(6) The sheriff;

(7) The coroner or nedical exani ner;

(8) The clerk of the court of quarter sessions and oyer and
t erm ner;

(9) The clerk of the orphans' court;

(10) The recorder of deeds; and

(11) The probation and parole officers required by order of
court to give bond to the county.

Every such official bond shall be joint and several, with one
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or nore corporate sureties which shall be surety conpanies
authorized to do business in this Conmonweal th and duly |icensed
by the Insurance Comm ssioner of the Commonweal t h.

Section 431. Amunt of Oficial Bonds.--The anount of the
bond to be given by county officers shall be as foll ows:

O the clerk of the courts of oyer and term ner and general
jail delivery and courts of quarter sessions of the peace, ten
t housand dol | ars.

O the county conm ssioners, ten thousand dol |l ars each.

O the county controller, fifty thousand doll ars.

O the coroner or nedical exam ner, fifteen thousand doll ars.

the register of wills, thirty thousand dol | ars.

the prothonotary, forty thousand doll ars.

Q Q Q

the recorder of deeds, twenty thousand doll ars.

O the sheriff, sixty thousand doll ars.

O the county treasurer, two hundred thousand doll ars.

Section 3. Section 434 of the act, anmended Septenber 28,
1978 (P.L.798, No.153), is anended to read:

Section 434. Deputies and Solicitors May Attend Annual
Meetings.--The deputy controller, the deputy sheriff, the deputy
register of wills, the deputy treasurer, the deputy
prot honotary, the deputy clerk of courts, the deputy recorder of
deeds, the deputy clerk of orphans' court, the first assistant
district attorney, one assistant public defender and the chief

deputy coroner or nedical exanm ner, with the approval of his

principal and the solicitor for each office nmay attend the
annual neetings of his respective associations, either together
with the controller, sheriff, register of wills, prothonotary,
clerk of courts, recorder of deeds, district attorney, public

def ender, coroner or nedical exam ner or treasurer, as the case
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may be, or in his place.

Section 4. Section 450(a) of the act, amended Novenber 27,
1968 (P.L.1114, No.346), is anended to read:

Section 450. Renoval of County O ficers and Appointees.--(a)

The county comm ssioners, the sheriffs, coroners in counties of

t he second class A, prothonotaries, registers of wills,
recorders of deeds, treasurers, controllers, clerks of the
courts, district attorneys, and any other officers of the
county, whether elected or duly appointed to fill a vacancy,
shall be renovable fromoffice only by inpeachnment, or by the
CGovernor, for reasonable cause, after due notice and ful
heari ng, on the advice of two-thirds of the Senate, or upon
conviction of msbehavior in office or of any infanmous crine, in
accordance with the Constitution of this Commonweal th, but their
title to office may be tried by proceedi ngs of quo warranto as
provi ded by | aw.

* %k

Section 5. The heading of Article XIl of the act is anended
and the article is amended by addi ng a subdivision to read:

Article Xl
Sheriff [and], Coroner and County Medical Exani ner

* * %

(c) Second C ass County Medi cal Exam ner

Section 1261. County Medical Exam ner.--(a) The office of

county nedical examiner is hereby created in counties of the

second cl ass.

(b)Y The office of county nedi cal exam ner shall be headed by

the county nedi cal exam ner who shall be appoi nted by the county

conmi Ssi oners.

{e)y—The present—coroner—shall—uponthe effective dateof <—
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hi on—| I i cal : | chall :
| ot | i f thi bdivision.

& (G (1) Upon a vacancy in the position of county nedical

exanm ner, the county conm ssioners shall appoint a County

Medi cal Exami ner Selection Conmittee. This committee shall be

conpri sed of nine nenbers as foll ows:

(i) One nenber shall be the district attorney of the county.

(ii) One nenber shall be the Chairnman of the Departnent of

Epi dem ol oqgy of the University of Pittsburgh's School of Public

Health or his desi gnee.

(iii) One nenber shall be the Chai rman of the Departnent of

Forensi c Psychiatry of the Western Psychiatric Institute and

Clinic or his designee.

(iv) One nenber, appointed in consultation with the Funeral

Directors Society of the county, shall be an accredited funeral

di rector whose place of business is within the county.

(v) One nenber shall be the President of the Al egheny

County Police Chiefs Association or his desi gnee.

(vi) One nenber shall be the Dean of the Medi cal School of

the University of Pittsburgh or his designee.

(vii) One nenber shall be the Dean of the Law School of

Duguesne University or his designee.

(viii) Two nenbers shall be appointed fromthe general

public. The county conmi ssioners shall not appoint persons who

are either physicians or attorneys to serve as public nenbers.

(2) Al nenbers of the selection conmttee shall either

mai ntain their principal residence or principal place of

busi ness within a county of the second cl ass.

(3) The selection conmittee shall review the professional

credentials of individuals interested in the position of county

19930H1331B3582 - 5 -
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medi cal examiner to insure that the individual neets the

requi renents of this section. The commttee nenbers may al so

consi der other additional factors, as deened appropriate, such

as professional and adnini strati ve experi ence, a personal

i ntervi ew, education beyond the m ni numrequirenents, etc. The

sel ection conmmittee shall then, within sixty days of the

appoi ntnent of the conmttee, present a list of at | east three

candi dates who, in the best judgnment of the conmttee nenbers,

woul d be both gqualified and able to hold the position of county

medi cal exam ner from which the county conmi ssi oners shal

appoi nt a county nedi cal exam ner: Provi ded however, That in the

event that the county conm ssioners find all candi dates

unacceptabl e, they shall, within fifteen days of such finding,

communi cate such finding to the selection conmttee with a

witten expl anati on of why such candi dates are unacceptabl e. The

comm ttee shall then, within thirty days, noni nate additi ona

candi dates to the county conm SSi oners.

{e} (D) No person shall be appoi nted county nedi cal exam ner <—

unl ess he is a physician |licensed, or qualified to be |icensed,

to practice nedicine in this Commpnwealth and is certified as a

D plomate i n Anatonm c Pat hol ogy by the Ameri can Board of

Pat hol ogy, with at | east two-years' experience in the field of

f or ensi ¢ pat hol oqy.

{£> (E) Following a one-year probationary period, the county <—

medi cal exan ner shall be subject to renpval for cause by the

county conmi ssioners and he shall be renpved fromoffice on

convi ction of m sbehavior in office or of any infanous crine.

{e (F) Following five consecutive years of service by the <—

sane individual as county nedi cal exanm ner, the County Medi cal

Exam ner Sel ection Committee shall review the performance of the

19930H1331B3582 - 6 -
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i ndi vidual and the office of the county nedi cal exam ner and

make a reconmmendati on to the county conmi ssioners regarding his

retention.

(1) At this tine, the county nedi cal exanm ner may be renoved

by of the county conmi ssioners for cause and the office shall be <—

decl ared vacant and fill ed pursuant to the provisions of this

section. The county conm ssioners shall, within fifteen days of

the renpval of the county nmedi cal exam ner, supply the out goi ng

county nedical exanminer with a witten expl anation of why he is

bei ng di snm ssed.

(2) |If the county nedical exam ner is retained, he shall be

subject to sinmlar reviews at subseguent five-year intervals, if

he holds the position for such a |l ength of tine.

- (G The county nedi cal exani ner nay not engage in the <—

private practice of nedicine for profit which would conflict

with any duties, responsibilities or authority of the office of

the county nedi cal exanm ner and invol ves the use of the

facilities or personnel of the office of the county nedi cal

exan ner or the county norgue.

) (H) Except where otherwi se specified, all powers and <—

duti es previously exerci sed and perforned by the coroner in

counties of the second class shall hereinafter be exerci sed and

perforned by the county nedi cal exam ner

) (1) The county nedi cal exam ner nmust provide the County <—

Medi cal Exami ner Sel ection Conmmittee and the county

commi ssioners with an annual financial and adm ni strati ve report

on the operations of the office.

Section 1262. O fice of County Medical Examner.--(a) The

county nedi cal exam ner may appoint a chief deputy nedi cal

exanm ner and may appoint one or nore additi onal deputies to act
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in his place, as he deens necessary. The deputy or deputies

shall have the sane powers as the county nedi cal exanm ner. The

county nedi cal exam ner shall al so have the power to appoi nt,

renove and supervise all enpl oyes of the office of county

medi cal exani ner

(b)Y The county nedi cal exanm ner may appoi nt one person,

learned in the law, as his solicitor. The solicitor shall advise

the county nedi cal exanm ner upon all legal matters that may be

submtted to himand shall conduct any litigation in connecti on

with the coroner's office when requested to do so by him The

salary of the solicitor shall be determ ned by the sal ary board.

(c) |If the county nedi cal exam ner shall be legally renoved

fromoffice or shall die or resign, the chief deputy nedi cal

exanm ner, where one exists, shall execute the office of county

medi cal exam ner and performall things thereunto appertaining

until another county nedi cal exam ner is appoi nted and notice

thereof is given to such chi ef deputy nedi cal exan ner.

(d) The county comm ssioners shall nmake avail abl e, accordi ng

to existing |l aw, such funds for investigative, technical and

clerical personnel and such facilities and equi pnmrent as the

county conm ssioners shall deem necessary for the county nedi cal

exanminer to carry out his duties as herein prescri bed.

(e) The county salary board shall set the conpensati on of

the county nedi cal exam ner and all other enpl oyes of the office

of county nedi cal exani ner

(f) Requests for exam nati ons or other professional services

by other counties or persons may be conplied with at the

pl easure of the county nedi cal exam ner pursuant to qui delines

establi shed by the county conm Ssi oners:

(1) A set of fees and charges for such exan nati ons or

19930H1331B3582 - 8 -
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pr of essi onal services shall be established by the county nedi cal

exanm ner, subject to approval by the county comm ssi oners and

shall be accounted for and paid to the county treasurer pursuant

to sections 1801 and 1802.

(2) Paynent for exam nati ons or professional services shal

be the responsibility of the county or person requesting such

servi ces.

(g) The county nedi cal exam ner shall nmake general rules and

requl ati ons for the governnent and control of county norqgues,

and shall, where such staff is necessary, appoint suitable

persons for such norques so established to have charge of the

sane, and who shall be renovable at the pl easure of the county

medi cal exam ner. The nunber of such persons and the sal ary of

each shall be fixed by the sal ary board.

(h) The county nedi cal exam ner shall establish, and revise

when necessary, qgquidelines relative to the qualifications and

responsibilities of his enpl oyes.

(i) The office of the county nedi cal exani ner shall be

avai |l able for official business twenty-four hours a day, seven

days a week.

Secti on 1263. Renoval of Bodi es to Mbrque. - -\Wenever the

body of any deceased person who is unidentified, or which body

i s uncl ai ned by proper persons, has been found within the

county, it shall be renpved to the county norgue. The county

medi cal exam ner shall, if he deens it necessary, cause any such

body to be properly enbal ned or prepared for preservation for

such length of tine as he may thi nk proper. Any such body shal

be exanm ned or inspected only by such persons as the county

medi cal exam ner authorizes in witing or who are admtted in

his presence. No such body shall be renoved from any such norgue

19930H1331B3582 - 9 -
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except upon the certificate of the county nedi cal exani ner

Section 1264. Anbul ances.--In the county, the county

commi ssioners shall furnish and maintain, fromthe general funds

of the county, anbul ances for the renoval of bodi es of deceased

persons to and fromthe norgue and for the burial of unclained

bodi es. The county nmedi cal exan ner may provide rul es and

requl ati ons for the use and mai nt enance of the anbul ances.

Secti on 1265. Uncl ai ned Property of Deceased; Sal es.--(a)

The county nedi cal exanm ner shall safely keep in his charge al

personal effects and property whi ch appear to have been on or

about the person at the tine of his death, or being found on any

decedent whose body is received at the county norgue, and al

such effects and property which are delivered to hi maccordi ng

to law. The county nedi cal examnm ner shall hold such property for

one year, unless sooner clained by | eqgal representati ves of the

deceased or otherwise duly and |lawfully cl ai nred or di sposed of.

(b) After one year, the county nedi cal exam ner shall cause

such property renmi ni ng uncl ai ned, or so nuch thereof as renanins

undi sposed of according to | aw except noneys and such properties

as securities which nay not be subject to such a sale, which

shall be turned over to the county conm ssioners for proper

di sposition or use, to be sold at public sale.

(c) Notice of any such public sale shall be published in at

| east one newspaper of general circulation in the county once a

week for three successi ve weeks. The proceeds of all such sal es

shall be paid immediately into the county treasury, and the

county nedi cal exanm ner shall make a witten report thereof to

the county conmi ssioners, under oath, at the sane tine. If the

body has been buried at the expense of the institution district,

the county shall pay the proceeds of the sale, of such property

19930H1331B3582 - 10 -
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as was not subject to sale, as herei nbefore provided, |ess

costs, over to the institution district. The foreqgoi ng

provi sions shall be in lieu of escheat to the Commbnweal t h.

Section 1266. County Medi cal Exam ner's | nvestigations. --The

county nedi cal exam ner having a view of the body shal

i nvestigate the facts and circunstances concerni ng deat hs whi ch

appear to have happened within the county, regardl ess where the

cause thereof may have occurred, for the purpose of deternining

whet her or not an autopsy shoul d be conducted or an i nguest

should be held, in the foll owi ng cases:

(1) sudden deaths not caused by readily recogni zabl e

di sease, or wherein the cause of death cannot be properly

certified by a physician on the basis of prior (recent) nedical

at t endance;

(2) deaths occurring under suspi ci ous circunstances,

i ncl udi ng those where al cohol, drugs or other toxic substances

may have had a direct bearing on the outcone;

(3) deaths occurring as a result of violence or traunsm,

whet her apparently hom cidal, suicidal or accidental (including

those due to nechanical, thermal, chem cal, electrical or

radi ati onal injury, drowni ng, cave-ins and subsi dences);:

(4) any death in which trauma, chemical injury, drug

overdose or reaction to drugs or nedi cati on or nedi cal

treatnent, was a prinmary or secondary, direct or indirect,

contri butory, agqgravating or precipitati ng cause of death;

(5) operative and peri-operative deaths in which the death

is not readily expl ainable on the basis of prior disease;

(6) any death wherein the body is unidentified or uncl ai ned;

(7) deaths known or suspected as due to contagi ous di sease

and constituting a public hazard;

19930H1331B3582 - 11 -
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(8) deaths occurring in prison, penal institution or while

in the custody of the police;

(9) deaths of persons whose bodies are to be crenated,

buried at sea or otherw se di sposed of so as to be thereafter

unavai |l abl e for exam nati on; and

(10) sudden infant death syndrone.

The purpose of the investigation shall be to deternine the cause

of any such death and to determ ne whether or not there is

sufficient reason for the county nedi cal exam ner to believe

that any such death may have resulted fromcrimnal acts or

crimnal negl ect of persons other than the deceased.

Section 1267. Sudden Deat hs Defi ned. --The county nedi cal

exam ner shall regard any death as sudden if it occurs w thout

pri or nedi cal attendance by a person who nmay |lawfully execute a

certificate of death in this Commonweal th, or if, within twenty-

four hours of death, the decedent was di scharged from such

medi cal attendance if a change of such nedi cal attendance had

occurred, or if such nedical attendance began within twenty-four

hours of death and the nedi cal attendant refuses or is unable to

certify the cause of death. Medi cal attendance incl udes

hospitali zati on. The provisions of this section shall not be

construed to affect the nedical exami ner's discretion as to

whet her or not any death was suspi ci ous, nor shall they be

construed to authorize the county nedi cal exam ner to

i nvesti gate a sudden death any further than necessary to

deterni ne the cause and nmanner of death.

Secti on 1268. Bodi es not to be Moved.--1n all cases where

the county nedi cal exanmi ner has jurisdiction to i nvestigate the

facts and circunstances of death, the body and its surroundi ngs

shall be |l eft untouched until the county nedi cal exam ner has
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had a view thereof or until he shall otherw se direct or

aut hori ze, except as nay be otherwi se provided by |law, or as

ci rcunstances may require. Bodi es upon a public thoroughfare or

in other places may be renpved so much as i s necessary for

precauti on against traffic accidents or other serious

conseqguences whi ch m ght reasonably be anticipated if they were

left intact.

Section 1269. County Medi cal Exami ner's | nvestigati on,

Aut opsy; | nquest; Records.--(a) |If, upon the investigation by

the county nedi cal exam ner, he shall be unable to determ ne the

cause and manner of death, he shall perform an autopsy on the

body.

(b)Y |If the county nedical exanm ner is unable to determ ne

t he cause and nmanner of death foll owi ng the autopsy, he shal

proceed to conduct an i nquest upon a view of the body, as

provided by |law. At the inquest, the county nedi cal exani ner's

duty shall be to ascertain the cause of death and to detern ne

whet her any person other than the deceased was crimnally

responsi bl e therefor by act or neglect, and if so, the identity

of the persons, and any further evidence and w tnesses regardi ng

(c) The proceedi ngs at the i nqguest shall be recorded, at the

expense of the county, in a manner to be provided by the county

commi ssioners, and any salary that nay be required for this

pur pose shall be fixed by the sal ary board.

(d) The county nedical examner may, in his discretion,

admit or exclude nenbers of the public fromany i nquest or part

thereof, and adnmit or exclude any person interested or suspected

from such i nquest or any part thereof. No person excl uded nmay

appear by attorney, but any person required to attend nay have
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benefit of counsel at such attendance.

Secti on 1270. | nquests; Juries.--(a) The county nedi cal

exanminer may at his discretion sunmbon a jury of six to be

sel ected fromthe jury panel in the crim nal division, court of

commpn pl eas.

(b)Y The function of such jury shall be to determ ne the

manner of death and whether any crimnal act of persons known or

unknown caused such death. Such jury shall be paid as provided

by law as if they were serving the court of commpn pl eas.

Section 1271. Power of Subpoena and Attachnent.--The county

medi cal exanm ner shall have power to i ssue subpoenas to obtain

t he attendance of any person whomit may be necessary to exam ne

as a wtness at any i nguest, and to conpel attendance by

attachnent in like manner and to the sane extent as any court of

commpn pleas of this Conmmonwealth may or can do in cases pendi ng

before it, and also to conpel in |like manner the producti on of

all papers and other things relative to such i nquest. Such

subpoena and attachnent shall be served and executed by the

sheriff or by the nedical exanminer hinself or his deputy, as the

case nay require.

Section 1272. Power to Adnminister Oaths.--The county nedi cal

exanm ner shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and affirnati ons

to all persons brought or appearing before him and any person

swearing or affirmng falsely on such exam nati on shall be

qui lty of perjury.

Section 1273. Conmmitnent to County Prison.--1f any person

appeari ng before the county nedi cal exam ner for exan nation

shall refuse to take oath or affirmation, or after havi ng been

sworn or affirned shall refuse to nake answer to such questi ons

as shall be put to himby the county nedi cal exam ner touching

19930H1331B3582 - 14 -
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the matters of the i nquest, such person so refusing may be hel d

for contenpt before the court of connbn pl eas.

Section 1274. Cooperation with District Attorney.--lIn the

exercise of his duties as contained in this subdivision, the

county nedi cal exami ner shall, so far as may be practi cabl e,

consult and advise with the district attorney.

Secti on 1275. Rel ease of County Medical Exami ner's

Juri sdiction. --Wenever the county nedi cal exam ner assunes

jurisdiction of a body pursuant to the provisions of this

subdi vi sion or of any other |law, the body shall not be rel eased

or renpbved fromhis jurisdiction except upon his directi on and

consent, in accordance with | aw.

Section 1276. Certificate of Cause of Death.--The county

medi cal exam ner shall issue a certificate of cause of death in

all cases referred to himby the |local registrar of vital

statistics, pursuant to the provisions of the act of June 29,

1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known as the "Vital Statistics Law of

1953," and in all other cases of which he has jurisdiction, if

no person duly authorized by that act certifies the cause of

Section 1277. Pituitary d ands.--(a) The county nedi cal

exanm ner perform ng an autopsy ot herwi se authori zed by | aw nay

renove the pituitary gl and of the decedent and di spose of it

pur suant to subsection (b) if:

(1) the decedent by his will or other docunent authorizes

the renoval ; or

(2) any of the persons listed in 20 Pa.C.S. § 8602(b)

(relating to persons who nay execute an anatonical gift)

authorizes its renoval and no person in a higher class, as

provided in 20 Pa.C. S. § 8602(b), overrules the person's
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pernm ssi on.

The pituitary gl ands may not be renpved, as provided for in this

section, if the renpval would interfere in any way with an

anatonical gift nade pursuant to 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 86 (relating to

anatonmi cal gifts).

(b)Y Pituitary gl ands renpved pursuant to this section shal

be delivered to the National Pituitary Agency for use in

research and manufacturi ng of hornones necessary for the

physi cal growth of hypopituitary dwarfs, or to such ot her agency

or organi zation for sinml|ar purposes as authorized by the

Humanity G fts Reqgistry.

(c) Any npneys payable for the delivery of pituitary gl ands

as provided in subsection (b) may be wai ved by the county

medi cal examiner. |If such npneys are not wai ved, the proceeds

shall be payable directly to the county treasury and no officer

or enpl oye of the county nedical exanminer's office shall receive

any conpensation for such renoval or di sposition except the

sal aries or fees otherw se payable by | aw.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

or regulate the renoval of pituitary gl ands when such renoval is

deened necessary for the purposes of the autopsy.

Section 1278. Anatonmical Gfts.--The county nedi cal exani ner

may order the renoval of parts of a decedents body for donation

pur poses in accordance with Chapter 86 of Title 20 (relating to

anatonmi cal gifts).

Section 6. The heading of subdivision (c) of Article XII and
sections 1260, 1261 and 1262 of the act are anended to read:
[(c)] (d) Provisions Relating to Sheriffs [and],

Coroners and Medi cal Exam ners

Section [1260] 1290. Not to Exercise Ofice Until Conmm ssion
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Granted and Recorded; Penalty.--No person el ected or appointed
to the office of sheriff or coroner shall execute any of the
duties of such office before a comm ssion shall have been duly
granted to himby the Governor and recorded in the recorder of
deeds office, under a penalty of inprisonnment for a term not
exceeding six nonths, at the discretion of the court of quarter
sessions. Such person shall nevertheless be liable to any person
injured by any acts done by hi munder color of such office.
Section [1261] 1291. Recogni zances of Sheriffs [and],

Coroners and Medi cal Exami ners.--(a) Every sheriff, whether

el ected, reelected or appointed to fill a vacancy, not i ncluding
any coroner tenporarily acting as sheriff, and every coroner and

nedi cal exani ner, before he is comm ssioned or executes any

duties of his respective office, shall execute and duly

acknowl edge before the recorder of deeds a proper recogni zance,
wi t hout any surety, to the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania for the
faithful discharge of all of his official duties, in |ike manner
as that of his official bond required by law and in a form
containing like conditions as such bond. The recogni zance shal
be imediately recorded in said county, at the expense of said

sheriff or coroner or nedi cal exanm ner, and when so recorded

shall be transmtted to the Secretary of the Commonwealth with
said recorder's certificate endorsed thereon of its having been
duly recorded and with a reference to the place of record
t her eof .

(b) Every such recogni zance hereafter executed shal
continue to be a lien on the real estate owned by the sheriff or

coroner or nedical exam ner at the date of such acknow edgnent

for a period of six years fromthat date. Every recogni zance
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exam ner shall continue to be a lien on the real estate owned by

the sheriff or coroner or nmedical exanm ner at the tinme the

recogni zance was dated for a period of six years after that
date, but in every case where the period of six years has

al ready expired, the lien of such recogni zance shall continue
for a period of two years after the twenty-ninth day of

Sept enber, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one, or to the end of
the lien termfixed by law at the time the recogni zance was
execut ed, whichever date shall first occur

(c) The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall have and keep
t he custody of every such recogni zance, and any copy thereof and
of said endorsenents certified to by the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall be conpetent evidence of the execution,
delivery and recording thereof in any judicial proceedings, and
may be relied upon by any public officer to the sanme extent as
the original recogni zance.

(d) The recorder of deeds may also certify copies of such
recogni zance and the tinme and place of record thereof for like
pur poses, upon receipt of his fees therefor, according to
exi sting | aws.

(e) Such recogni zance or any duly certified copy thereof may
i kewi se be recorded and indexed |ike a judgnent in any other
county of this Comonweal th by any person or public officer,
upon paynent of the usual fees to the recorder of deeds and
prot honotary of such county, respectively, for the purpose of
creating a lien on any real estate of the sheriff or coroner or

nedi cal exam ner obligated thereby Iying in such other county.

(f) It shall be the duty of the recorder of deeds of the

county for which a sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner is

el ected or appointed, as soon as said sheriff or coroner or
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nedi cal exami ner is conm ssioned, to certify the date, anount

and place of record of his recognizance, with the nane and

address of said sheriff or coroner or nedical exanm ner, to the

prot honotary of said county, who shall enter such infornmation
upon his dockets and index the lien of such recognizance |like a
j udgnment obtained in the court of comon pleas of the county.

(g) Every sheriff's or coroner's or nedical exam ner's

recogni zance hereafter given shall inure to the benefit of any
surety on his official bond entitled to subrogation to the
rights of any person or corporation, including any county

intended to be benefited thereby, injured by any official

paynents by such surety for any damages for which such sheriff

or coroner or_ nedical exanmi ner may be held to be liable in any

exam ner on his official bond or recognizance. A simlar right
of subrogation may be enforced with respect to any such
recogni zance heretofore given, to the extent permtted by | aw or
equity.

Section [1262] 1292. Sale of Real Estate Bound by Lien.--(a)

If the sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner shall sell any

real estate bound by the lien of any recogni zance, such sheriff

or coroner or_ nedical exanmi ner may present a petition to the

court of common pleas of the county wherein the land so bound is
situate, acconpanied by notice to his sureties on his official
bond and to his board of county comm ssioners, setting forth the
fact of such sale, and praying for a release of the lien of such
recogni zance upon the real estate described in the petition.

(b) The court, being satisfied of the sufficiency of the
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sureties upon his official bond and that no action has been
commenced by any person or corporation on said recogni zance, or
that all suits thereon have been ended by paynent of any

j udgnent s obtained therein or otherwi se, may rel ease the lien
upon such | and.

(c) The court of conmon pleas of such officer's county may,
before the release of the lien upon any such real estate,
approve of additional sureties to be added or substituted upon
his official bond, as such court shall deem necessary.

Section 7. Sections 1925, 2112 and 2590 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 1925. Power of Subpoena and Attachnent.--The
controller shall have power to issue subpoenas to obtain the
attendance of the officers whose accounts they are required to
adjust, their executors and adm nistrators, and of any person
whom it nmay be necessary to exam ne as w tnesses, and to conpel
their attendance by attachnent, in |like manner and to the sane
extent as any court of conmon pleas of this State may or can do
in cases pending before them and also to conpel in |ike manner
t he production of all books, vouchers and papers relative to
such accounts. Such subpoena and attachnent shall be served and

executed by the sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner of the

county, as the case may require.
Section 2112. Notification to County Conm ssioners. --The

coroners, nedical exam ners and all other public officers,

agents and servants, and all officers, agents and servants of
any county, city, township, borough, district or other
muni ci pality, or of any prison, norgue, hospital, home or other
public institution, having the control or custody of the body of

t he deceased service person whose body is entitled to be buried
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under the provisions of this subdivision, shall inmediately,
upon the death or arrival of the body of such deceased service
person, notify the county comm ssioners of the county wherein
such death occurred or wherein such deceased service person
shall have had his | egal residence.

Section 2590. Authority to Provide; Approval.--The county
commi ssi oners of each county may, upon presentnment of two
successive grand juries of the county, buy or |ease | and and
construct and naintain thereon, at the expense of the county, a
norgue for the reception and care of the bodies of all unclainmed
deceased persons upon whomit may be necessary to hold a

coroner's OR MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S i nquest and such other bodies as <—

the coroner or nedi cal exam ner of the county may, by witten

order, direct to be received therein. The | ocation of such
nor gue shall be determ ned by the county commi ssioners, subject

to the approval of a judge of the court of conmon pleas and the

coroner or nedi cal exam ner of the county.

Section 9 8. The provisions of this anendatory act shall not <—
apply until the end of the existing coroner's termof office,
unl ess a vacancy occurs in the office of coroner in which case a
county nedi cal exam ner shall be appointed as the successor to
the coroner in accordance with this anmendatory act.

Section 48 9. This act shall take effect Janruary—10—31994 <—
| MVEDI ATELY. <
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