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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1254 %5

| NTRODUCED BY FLI CK, EGCLF, FICHTER, PETTIT, ARMSTRONG BAKER,
BARLEY, BROW, BUNT, CESSAR, CLYMER, CORNELL, FAI RCH LD
GElI ST, GERLACH, GLADECK, GODSHALL, HECKLER, HUTCHI NSQON, KI NG
LAUB, LAWESS, LEH M COZZIE, PERZEL, PHI LLIPS, ROHRER
RUBLEY, RYAN, SAURVAN, SCHULER, SERAFI NI, STEIL,
E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR HENNESSEY AND HERSHEY,
APRIL 19, 1993

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 19, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for causes for
suspensi on; and providing for academ cal ly aut ononous school
districts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1124 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended August 8, 1963 (P.L.564, No. 269), is anended to read:

Section 1124. Causes for Suspension.--(a) Any board of
school directors may suspend the necessary nunber of
pr of essi onal enpl oyes, for any of the causes hereinafter
enumer at ed:

(1) Substantial decrease in pupil enrollnment in the school

district;
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(2) Curtailnment or alteration of the educational program on
recommendati on of the superintendent, concurred in by the board
of school directors, approved by the Departnent of Public
Instruction, as a result of substantial decline in class or
course enrollments or to conformw th standards of organi zation
or educational activities required by |aw or reconmmended by the
Department of Public Instruction;

(3) Consolidation of schools, whether within a single
district, through a merger of districts, or as a result of joint
board agreenents, when such consolidation nakes it unnecessary
to retain the full staff of professional enployes.

(4) Wen new school districts are established as the result
of reorgani zation of school districts pursuant to Article I1.
subdi vision (i) of this act, and when such reorgani zati on nakes
it unnecessary to retain the full staff of professional
enpl oyes.

(b)Y An acadenically autononpus school district as

established in section 1524 shall not be subject to this

section.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1524. Acadenically Aut ononobus School Districts.--(a)

The board of school directors of a school district of the

second, third or fourth class nmay by resol uti on approved by a

majority of the nenbers of the board upon the reconmmendati on of

t he superi ntendent petition the Secretary of Educati on for

desi gnati on as an acadeni cally autononpus school district.

(b)Y A board of school directors which on or before April 1

petitions the Secretary of Education for designati on as an

acadeni cal | y aut ononbus school district to commence such

desi gnation on July 1 of the succeeding fiscal year and

19930H1254B1371 - 2 -



1 continuing for a period of three full school terns shall be

2 granted designation when it neets the criteria in clause (1) or
3 (2).

4 (1) The district has denonstrated excellent student

5 performance at the elenentary and secondary school |evels by

6 neeting all of the follow ng:

7 (i) Docunenting that seventy-five (75) per centumof its

8 students, in the aggregate, are above the seventy-fifty (75th)

9 percentile for their grade |evel as denpbnstrated in nationally
10 norned standardi zed tests. The Secretary of Education shal

11 annually designate a mninmumof five (5) tests which may be used
12 for this purpose.

13 (ii) The proportion of pupils who enter secondary |evel

14 prograns (grades seven (7) through twelve (12)) and who w t hdraw
15 w thout conpleting the high school programin three (3) per

16 centumor less for the three (3) years preceding the petition.
17 (iii) The proportion of pupils who earn a high school

18 diploma and who enroll in postsecondary education, including

19 college, technical school, approved apprenticeship prograns, or
20 who enlist in the arnmed forces of the United States is seventy-
21 five (75) per centumor greater for the three (3) years
22 preceding the petition.
23 (2) The district is reinbursed by the Commonweal th t hrough
24 the Equalized Subsidy for Basic Education (ESBE) twenty-five
25 (25) per centumor less of the district's actual instructional
26 expense per weighted average daily nenbership (AlE/WADM . The
27 level of reinbursenent to the district under this clause shal
28 not have exceeded twenty-five (25) per centumduring each of the
29 preceding three (3) years.
30 (c) A board of school directors of a school district of the
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second, third or fourth class which does not neet all or any of

the criteria set forth in subsections (b)(1) and (2) nay

petition the Secretary of Education for designation as an

acadeni cal | y aut ononbus school district for the purpose of

fulfilling an acadeni c i nprovenent program approved by the

secretary. The secretary shall pronul gate standards or

procedures for academ c i nprovenent plans for such districts.

(d) A school district which has been desi gnated acadenically

aut ononobus shall certify to the Secretary of Education it

provi des a ni ni num of one hundred ei ghty (180) days of

i nstructi on or nine hundred (900) hours of instruction at the

el enentary |l evel, or nine hundred ninety (990) hours of

instruction at the secondary | evel, and the foll ow ng:

(1) At the elenentary school |level, the foll owi ng courses

are taught: English, to include spelling, reading and witing;

arithnetic; science; geography: history of the United States and

Pennsyl vani a; civics; safety education, including reqular and

conti nuous instruction in the dangers and prevention of fires;

heal th and physi ol ogy; physi cal education; nusic; and art.

(2) At the secondary school |level, the foll owi ng courses are

offered: English, to include | anquage, literature, speech and

conposi tion; science, to include biology and chem stry;

geoqr aphy: social studies, to include civics, econonmcs, world

hi story, history of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; a

forei gn | anqguage; nmathematics, to i nclude general nathenmatics

and statistics, algebra and geonetry; art:; nusic; physical

educati on; health and physi ol ogy; and safety educati on,

i ncludi ng reqgul ar and conti nuous instruction in the dangers and

prevention of fires.

(e) Design, content and scheduli ng of the courses and
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curriculumshall be wholly at the discretion of the academ cally

aut ononous school district.

(f) Selection of assignnent of personnel to teach; to

provi de educati onal specialist services, including, but not

limted to: quidance counsel ors, nurses, hone and school

visitors, psychol ogists, instructional nmedia and nutrition

specialists; and to provide supervi sory and adm ni strative

services for the educational programin an academnmically

aut ononous school district shall be wholly at the discreti on of

the district, except where requirenents for these positions are

specified in Federal statutes or requl ati ons. Nothing herein

shall invalidate the provisions of a valid collective bargai ni ng

agreenent in effect at the tine the district is designated

acadeni cal | y aut ononpbus during the term of that contact.

Further, all enpl oyes engaged to fulfill the responsibilities

specified in this subsection, or otherwi se cone in direct

contact with children shall have conplied with the requirenents

of section 111.

Section 3. Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar
as they are inconsistent with this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1993.
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