PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1275, 1838 PRINTER S NO. 4248

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11583

| NTRODUCED BY COLAFELLA, M COZZI E, COLAI ZZO, RElI NARD, DelLUCA,
ROONEY, GLADECK, CESSAR, JOSEPHS, GODSHALL, TRELLO, ULI ANA
G @l orTl, Gel ST, dVERA AND DURHAM APRIL 19, 1993

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 3, 1994
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AN ACT
Providing for autonobile theft prevention; establishing the

Aut onobi | e Theft Prevention Authority and providing for its

powers and duties; and creating the Autonobile Theft

Prevention Trust Fund.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Autonobile
Theft Prevention Act.

Section 2. Purpose of act.

The purpose of this act is to establish, coordinate and fund
activities in this Comonwealth to prevent, conbat and reduce
aut onobile theft, to inprove and support autonobile theft |aw
enforcenent and admi nistration and to inprove and support
aut onobi |l e theft prosecution.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Aut hority." The Autonobile Theft Prevention Authority
establ i shed under this act.
"Autonobile.” A private passenger four-wheel notor vehicle,
except recreational vehicles not intended for highway use, which
i S insured.
"Board." The board of directors of the Autonobile Theft
Prevention Authority.
"Fund." The Autonobile Theft Prevention Trust Fund created
under section 6.
Section 4. Autonobile Theft Prevention Authority.
(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established a body
corporate and politic to be known as the Autonobile Theft
Prevention Authority. The purposes, powers and duties of the
authority shall be vested in and exercised by the board of
directors thereof as provided for in this act.
(b) Conposition.--The board of the authority shall consi st
of seven nmenbers, conposed and appointed in accordance with the
fol | ow ng:
(1) The Attorney General OR H S DESI GNEE. <—
(2) Three representatives of insurers authorized to
wite autonobile insurance doing business in this
Commonweal t h.
(3) Three at-large nenbers who are not enployed by the
i nsurance industry.
(c) Appointnment.--Wth the exception of the Attorney
CGeneral, all board nenbers shall be appointed by the Governor
:  ointd b | I I I -
| . : I . Ll I . — :
Mutoal—Hhsurance—Conpantes— FROM NAMES SUBM TTED TO THE GOVERNOR <—
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BY THE PENNSYLVANI A ANTI - CAR THEFT COW TTEE.
(d) Terms.--Wth the exception of the Attorney General,
menbers of the board shall serve for terns of four years. No
appoi nted nenber shall be eligible to serve nore than two ful
consecutive terns.
(e) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the board shall serve w thout
conpensati on, except that nmenbers of the board shall receive
rei nmbursenent for all reasonabl e and—neecessary expenses incurred <—
in connection with their duties, in accordance with the rules of
t he BExeeutiveBeard BOARD. <—
(f) Quorumand neetings.--A ngjority of the nenbers of the
board shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business
at a neeting or the exercise of a power or function of the
authority. Notw t hstandi ng any other provision of |law, action
may be taken by the board at a neeting upon a vote of the
majority of its nenbers present in person or through the use of
anplified tel ephonic equipnent, if authorized by the byl aws of
t he board AND PROVI DED A QUORUM | S PRESENT BY SUCH MEANS. The <—
board shall nmeet at the call of the chairperson or as may be
provided in the bylaws of the board. The board shall neet at
| east quarterly. Meetings of the board may be hel d anywhere
within this Conmonweal th. The board shall elect its own
chai r per son
Section 5. Powers and duties.
The authority shall have the powers necessary and conveni ent
to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this
act and the purposes of the authority and the powers del egated
by other |aws, including, but not limted to, the power to:
(1) Enploy adm nistrative, professional, clerical and

ot her personnel as may be required and organi ze the staff as
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may be appropriate to effectuate the purposes of this act.

(2) Have a seal and alter the sane at pl easure, have
per pet ual successi on, nake, execute and deliver contracts,
conveyances and other instruments necessary or convenient to
the exercise of its powers and make and anend byl aws.

(3) Procure insurance agai nst any | oss in connection
with its property, assets or activities.

(4) Apply for, solicit, receive, establish priorities
for, allocate, disburse, contract for, adm nister and spend
funds in the fund, and other funds that are nmade available to
the authority fromany source consistent with the purposes of
this act.

(5) WMake grants to and provide financial support for
gover nment agenci es, conmmunity, consumer and busi ness
organi zati ons consistent with the purposes of this act.

(6) Invest any noney held in the fund and any funds held
in reserve or sinking funds, and any noney not required for
i medi at e use or disbursenent, at its discretion and to nane
and use depositories for its noney.

(7) Assess the scope of the problem of autonobile theft,
including identification of those areas of this Comobnweal th
where the problemis greatest, and review State and | oca
crimnal justice policies, prograns and plans dealing with
autonobil e theft.

(8) Devel op and sponsor the inplenentation of Statew de
pl ans, prograns and strategies to conbat autonobile theft,

i nprove the adm nistration of the autonobile theft |aws and
provide a forumfor identification of critical problens for
t hose persons dealing with autonobile theft.

(9) Coordinate the devel opnent, adoption and
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i npl enentation of plans, prograns and strategies relating to

i nt eragency and intergovernnental cooperation with respect to

autonobil e theft |aw enforcenent.

(10) Pronulgate rules or regulations related to the
expenditure of noneys held in the fund in order to assist and
support those agencies, units of governnent and ot her
organi zati ons charged with the responsibility of reducing
aut onobil e theft or interested and involved in achieving this
goal .

(11) Audit at its discretion the plans and prograns that
it has funded in whole or in part in order to evaluate the
ef fectiveness of the plans and prograns and w t hdraw fundi ng
should the authority determ ne that a plan or programis
ineffective or is no longer in need of further financial
support fromthe fund.

(12) Report annually, on or before the first day of
April falling after this act has been effective for at |east
12 nmonths, and annually thereafter on the sane schedule, to
t he Governor and the General Assenbly on the authority's
activities in the preceding period. The report shall be
avai l abl e for public inspection.

Section 6. Autonobile Theft Prevention Trust Fund.

(a) Creation.--A separate account in the State Treasury is
her eby established to be known as the Autonobile Theft
Prevention Trust Fund. The fund shall be adm nistered by the
authority. Al interest earned fromthe investnment or deposit of
noneys accunul ated in the fund shall be deposited in trust in
t he fund.

(b) Funds.--Al noneys deposited into the fund shall not be

consi dered general revenue of this Commonweal th, but shall be
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1 wused only to effectuate the purposes of this act as determ ned
2 by the authority and shall be subject to audit by the Auditor

3 GCeneral.

4 (c) Assessnent.--Prior to the first day of April follow ng
5 the effective date of this act and prior to the first day of

6 April of each year thereafter so long as this act shall remain
7 in effect, each insurer engaged in the witing of autonobile

8 insurance coverages, as a condition of its authorization to

9 transact autonobile insurance business in this Commonweal th,

10 shall pay into the fund in trust an amobunt equal to the product
11 obtained by nmultiplying $4, 000,000 by a fraction, the nunerator
12 of which is the total private passenger and conmerci al

13 aut onobil e physical danage insurance premuns witten in this
14 Commonweal th by that insurer during the preceding cal endar year
15 and the denom nator of which is the total private passenger and
16 commerci al autonobil e physical danmage insurance prem unms witten
17 in this Commonweal th by all insurers in the sane period.

18 Assessnents nmade under this section shall not be considered

19 burdens and prohibitions under section 212 of the act of My 17,
20 1921 (P.L.789, No.285), known as The Insurance Departnment Act of
21 one thousand ni ne hundred and twenty-one.
22 (d) Base anpunt.--1n succeeding years the authority nmay vary
23 the base amount of $4,000, 000, provided, however, that any
24 increase which on an annual basis exceeds the increase in the
25 Consumer Price Index for this Conmonweal th nust be approved by
26 five of seven nenbers of the board.
27 (e) Expenditures.--Mneys in the fund shall be expended by
28 the authority for the foll ow ng purposes:
29 (1) To effectuate the powers, duties and
30 responsibilities of the authority as set forth in section 5.
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(2) To provide financial support to | aw enforcenent,
correctional agencies and prosecutors for progranms designed
to reduce autonobile theft and to i nprove the adm ni stration
of autonobile theft | aws.

(3) To provide financial support for other governnental
agenci es, conmunity, consumer and busi ness organi zations for
prograns designed to reduce autonobile theft and to inprove
the admi nistration of autonobile theft |aws.

(4) To provide financial support to prograns designed to
i nform owners of autonobiles about the costs of autonobile
theft to individuals and to society and to suggest mnethods
for preventing autonobile theft.

(5) To provide financial support for reward prograns
| eading to the arrest and conviction of persons and
or gani zati ons engaged i n autonobile theft.

(6) To provide financial support for other plans,
prograns and strategies consistent wwth the purposes of this
act .

(f) Dissolution.--1n the event that the trust fund is
di scontinued or the authority is dissolved by operation of |aw,
any bal ance remaining in the fund, after deducting
adm ni strative costs for |iquidation, shall be returned to
insurers in proportion to their financial contributions to the
fund in the precedi ng cal endar year.

Section 7. Immunity.

In the absence of malice, no board nenber and no enpl oyee,
agent or designee of the authority shall be subject to civil or
crimnal liability for receiving or disclosing informtion
related to autonobile theft or the activities of the authority.

In the absence of malice, persons or organi zations shall not be
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subject to civil or crimnal liability for providing infornmation
to the authority or its enployees relating to autonobile theft.
This section does not abrogate or nodify in any way any conmon
| aw or statutory privilege or inmunity heretofore enjoyed by any
per son.
Section 8. Expiration.

This act shall expire Decenber 31, 1998 1999, unl ess
ot herwi se provided for by act of the CGeneral Assenbly.
Section 9. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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