PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 894 PRINTER S NO. 1206

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 831 5

| NTRODUCED BY FEE, PHI LLIPS, JARCLIN, CGEORGE, HERVAN, M GEEHAN
LAUGHLI N, WOZNI AK, GRUPPO, KREBS, TI GUE, CAPPABI ANCA
GODSHALL, SURRA, SCHEETZ, PRESTON, BELFANTI, VEQON, STI SH,
LESCOVI TZ, GERLACH, KASUNI C, BATTI STO, B. SM TH, M HALI CH,
M LLER, LEDERER, BAKER, LEVDANSKY, HECKLER, PESCI, VAN HORNE
BELARDI AND TOMLI NSON, MARCH 22, 1993

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 19, 1993
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AN ACT
Aut hori zi ng the Comonweal t h of Pennsylvania to join the

Nor t heast Conservati on Law Enforcenment Conpact; providing for

the formof the conpact; and inposing additional powers and

duties on the Governor and the Conpact Adm nistrator.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Northeast
Conservation Law Enforcenment Conpact Act.

Section 2. Authority to execute conpact.

The Governor of Pennsylvania, on behalf of this State, is
her eby aut horized to execute a conpact in substantially the
following formwi th any one or nore of the states of the United
States listed in Article Il and the General Assenbly hereby

signifies in advance its approval and ratification of such

conpact :
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Article |
Pur poses

The purposes of this conpact are to:

(1) Provide close and effective cooperation and assi stance
in detecting and apprehendi ng those engaged in illegal fisheries
and wi |l dlife and—environrental activities.

(2) Render mutual aid and assistance and provide for the
powers, duties, rights, privileges and inmunities of
conservation | aw enforcenent personnel when rendering such aid.

Article |
Entry Into Force and Wt hdrawal

(a) This conpact shall enter into force when enacted into
| aw by any two of the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Mi ne,
Maryl and, Massachusetts, New Hanpshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsyl vani a, Rhode Island, Vernont, Virginia and West Virginia.
Thereafter this conpact shall becone effective as to any ot her
of the aforenentioned states upon its enactnent thereof.

(b) Any party state may withdraw fromthis conpact by
enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such w thdrawal
shall take effect until one year after the Governor of the
wi t hdrawi ng state has given notice in witing of the wthdrawal
to the Governors of all the party states. No w thdrawal shal
affect any liability already incurred by or chargeable to a
party state prior to the tine of such withdrawal, and any
records, files or information obtained by officers or enpl oyees
of a withdrawi ng state shall continue to be kept, used and
di sposed of only in such manner as is consistent with this
conpact and rules or regul ati ons pursuant thereto.

Article 111
The Conpact
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(a) There is hereby established the "Northeast Conservation

Law Enf orcenent Conpact," hereinafter called the conpact, to be
conposed of a representative fromeach party state who shall be
t he adm ni strative head of the conservation |aw enforcenent
agency fromeach party state; specifically the Director from
Connecticut, New York, and Massachusetts; New Jersey, Chief of
Law Enforcenment, Division of Fish, Gane, and WIldlife; Rhode
I sl and, Chief, Division of Enforcenent, Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Managenent; the Chief Ganme Warden from Vernont;
the Chief fromWst Virginia; the Chief of Marine Resources and
t he Chief Warden of the Bureau of Warden Service of the
Departnment of Inland Fisheries and Wldlife from Maine; the
Director of the Bureau of Law Enforcenent fromthe Pennsyl vani a
Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssion and fromthe Bureau of Law Enforcenment
fromthe Pennsyl vania Gane Commi ssion; the Chief of Law
Enf orcenent of the New Hanpshire Fish and Gane Departnent and
the Major fromthe Enforcenent Section of the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources & Environmental Control fromthe state of
Del aware, hereinafter called the adm nistrator, and |ike
officers fromthe states of Maryland and Virginia from each
party state.

(b) The adm nistrator of a party state nay provide for the
di scharge of his duties and the performance of his functions on
the conpact by an alternate. No such alternate shall be entitled
to serve unless notification of his identity and appoi nt ment
shall have been given the conpact in such formas the conpact
may require.

(c) An alternate serving pursuant to subdivision (b) of this
article shall be selected only fromanong the officers and

enpl oyees of the conservation | aw enforcenent agency, the head
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of which such alternate is to represent.
Article 1V
Conpact Power s

The conpact shall have the power to:

(1) Consider and reconmend neans of identifying organized
violators of fish and wildlife and environnmental |aws.

(2) Facilitate nutual assistance anong the conservation | aw
enf orcenent agencies of the party states pursuant to Article V
of this conpact.

(3) Pronote cooperation in conservation |aw enforcenent and
make reconmendations to the party states and ot her appropriate
| aw enforcenent authorities for the inprovenent of such
cooper ati on.

(4) Do all things which may be necessary and incidental to
t he exercise of the foregoing powers.

Article V
Mut ual A d

(a) As used in this article:

(1) "Requesting state" neans the state whose conservation
| aw enf orcenent agent requests assistance.

(2) "Responding state" nmeans the state furnishing aid, or
requested to furnish aid, pursuant to this article.

(b) Upon the request for assistance of the adm nistrator of
t he conservation | aw enforcenent agency of a party state, the
adm ni strator of the conservation | aw enforcenent agency of each
respondi ng state shall order such part of his conservation
police forces as he, in his discretion, may find necessary, to
aid the conservation police forces of the requesting state in
order to carry out the purposes set forth in this conpact. In

such case it shall be the duty of the adm nistrator of the
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conservation | aw enforcenent agency of each responding state to

i ssue the necessary orders for such use of the conservation | aw
enforcement forces of his state without the borders of his

state, and to direct such forces to place thensel ves under the
operational control of the adm nistrator of the conservation | aw
enf orcenent agency of the requesting state.

(c) The adm nistrator of the conservation |aw enforcenent
agency of any party state, in his discretion, may w thhold or
recall the conservation | aw enforcenent forces of his state or
any part or any nenber thereof, serving without its borders.

(d) \Whenever any of the conservation | aw enforcenent forces
of any party state are engaged outside their own state in
carrying out the purposes of this conpact, the individual
menbers so engaged shall have the sane powers, duties, rights,
privileges and immunities as nenbers of the conservation | aw
enforcenent forces of the state in which they are engaged, but
in any event, a requesting state shall save harm ess any nenber
of a conservation | aw enforcenent agency of a responding state
serving within its borders for any act or acts done by him her
in the performance of his/her duty while engaged in carrying out
t he purposes of this conpact.

(e) Al liability that may arise under the |aws of the
requesting state or under | aws of the responding state or under
laws of a third state on account of or in connection with a
request for aid, shall be assunmed and borne by the requesting
state.

(f) Each party state shall provide, in the same anmounts and
manner as if they were on duty within their state, for the pay
and al |l owances of the personnel of its conservation |aw

enf orcenent agency whil e engaged wi thout the state pursuant to
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this conmpact and while going to and returning fromsuch duty
pursuant to this conpact.

(g) Each party state providing for the paynent of
conpensati on and death benefits to injured nenbers and the
representatives of deceased nenbers of its conservation | aw
enf orcenent agency in case such nenbers sustain injuries or are
killed within their own state, shall provide for the paynent of
conpensati on and death benefits in the same manner and on the
same terns in case such nenbers sustain injury or are killed
whil e rendering aid pursuant to this conpact.

Article VI
Construction and Severability

This conpact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate
t he purposed thereof, and shall not be construed to nullify any
existing or future statute created by any party states. The
provi sions of this conpact shall be severable and if any phrase,
cl ause, sentence or provision of this conpact is declared to be
contrary to the constitution of any state or of the United
States or the applicability thereof to any governnent, agency,
person or circunstance is held invalid, validity of the
remai nder of this conpact and the applicability thereof to any
government, agency, person or circunstance shall not be affected
thereby. If this conpact shall be held contrary to the
constitution of any state participating herein, the conpact
shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining party
states and in full force and effect as to the state affected as
to severable matters.

Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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