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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /85 5

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, DeLUCA, MELIO PITTS, TRELLO, SAURMAN,
CLARK, E. Z. TAYLOR, WOGAN, HARLEY, TOM.INSQON, LEH, HASAY,
BARLEY, ARMSTRONG AND KELLER, MARCH 22, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 22, 1993
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 23, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1510, No.500),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the prevention
and control of comuni cabl e and non- comuni cabl e di seases
i ncl udi ng venereal diseases, fixing responsibility for
di sease prevention and control, requiring reports of
di seases, and authorizing treatnment of venereal diseases, and
providing for premarital and prenatal bl ood tests; anending,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts,” requiring notice to spouses of
per sons who have acquired i mmune deficiency syndrone.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 23, 1956 (1955 P.L. 1510,
No. 500), known as the Di sease Prevention and Control Law of
1955, is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 4. 1. Notice to Spouse Concerni ng Acquired | mmune

Defi ci ency Syndrone. - -

(a) Every physician who treats or exani nes a person who has

acqui red i nmune defici ency syndrone (AIDS) or Al DS-rel ated

compl ex (ARC) or who has tested positive for AIDS shall directly

notify the spouse of the person within forty-ei ght hours of




1 treatnment of examination or receipt of the results of a bl ood

2 test, that the person has AIDS, AIDS-related conplex or that the
3 person tested positive for AIDS. Notification shall be nade by
4 the physician, except that the physician nmay authorize a

5 registered nurse who works under the supervision and control of
6 the physician to make the notification.

7 (b) The director of the |laboratory of every hospital which
8 has perforned a blood test on a person who has tested positive
9 for AIDS or AIDS-related conplex shall directly notify the
10 spouse of the person within forty-eight hours of receipt of the
11 test results that the person has tested positive for AIDS or
12 AIDS-related conplex. Notification shall be nade by the director
13 of the laboratory, except that the director nmay authorize a
14 registered nurse who works under the supervision and control of
15 the director to nmake the notification.
16 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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