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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 643 5

| NTRODUCED BY PESCI, TIGUE, MARKCSEK, ARMSTRONG, MELIQ,
CORRI GAN, ROBERTS, ACOSTA, HASAY, VAN HORNE, GORDNER, HERMAN,
FLI CK, BAKER, NAILOR, RAYMOND, BELFANTI, VEON, KASUN C
PH LLI PS, MERRY, ARGALL, M HALICH GEI ST, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, TRICH FAJT, COY, TRELLO, KING PISTELLA, TOVLI NSON,
STURLA, LEDERER AND KI RKLAND, MARCH 22, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, MARCH 22, 1993

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determned,” further providing for the

21 powers and duties of the Board of the Ben Franklin
22 Part ner shi p Fund.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:
25 Section 1. Section 2503-B of the act of April 9, 1929
26 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929,
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anended Decenber 6, 1982 (P.L.774, No.223) and Decenber 15, 1988
(P.L.1239, No.152), is anended to read:

Section 2503-B. Duties and Powers of the Board of the Ben
Franklin Partnership Fund.--(a) The Board of the Ben Franklin
Partnership Fund is authorized to pronote, stinulate and
encourage (i) basic and applied scientific research and
devel opnent in Pennsylvania and (ii) scientific and
t echnol ogi cal education in Pennsylvania, which nmay reasonably be
expected to advance the Comonweal th's econom ¢ growt h and
wel fare. In addition, the board shall, upon request, provide
advice to the Governor and the executive agenci es concerning
scientific, technol ogi cal and engineering matters, which relate
to the economc growh and the health, safety and welfare of the

Commpnweal th and its citizens; shall establish a programto

assi st Pennsyl vania snall busi nesses to enter into exporting

activities; and nay establish advanced technol ogy centers which

shall serve as university-based consorti uns between business,
uni versities and governnment to provide advanced technol ogy
research and devel opnent, training, education and rel ated
activities which show significant potential in diversification
of Pennsylvania' s econony and the State's econom c grow h.

(b) Wth the approval of the Governor, the board is
authorized to enter into nutually satisfactory contracts,
agreenents or grants with educational institutions, nonprofit
institutions and organi zati ons, business enterprises and ot her
persons concerned with scientific and technol ogi cal research,
and devel opnment in the Conmonwealth, as well as any State or
Federal agency, to foster and support scientific and
t echnol ogi cal research, devel opnent, education and pronotion of

appl i ed advanced technol ogy activities. The board may, subject
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to the approval of the Governor, make grants to educati onal
institutions, nonprofit institutions and organi zations, and

ot her persons for the same purposes. The board may sponsor and
conduct conferences and studies, collect and di ssem nate

i nformation, and issue periodic reports relating to scientific
and technol ogi cal research, devel opnent, and education in the
Commonweal th, including grants for Governor's chairs to

Pennsyl vani a col l eges and universities in the field of new
materials; nmaintain registers and inventories of scientific and
t echnol ogi cal personnel and facilities, including but not
limted to scientific libraries and data centers. It nay receive
gifts, grants, bequests or devises fromany source, including
funds fromthe Federal governnent.

(b.1) Wth the approval of the Governor, the board is

authorized to enter into nutually sati sfactory contracts,

agreenents or grants with educational institutions, nonprofit

instituti ons and organi zati ons, busi ness enterpri ses and ot her

persons, as well as any Federal or State agency, to foster and

support a programto assi st Pennsyl vania small busi nesses to

enter into exporting activities. The board nmay, subject to the

approval of the Governor, nmake grants to educati onal

institutions, nonprofit institutions and organi zati ons, and

ot her persons for the sane purposes. The board may sponsor and

conduct conferences and studi es, collect and di ssenm nate

i nformati on, issue periodic reports and nmintain data centers on

exporting prograns, activities and assi stance for Pennsyl vani a

smal | businesses. It may receive qgifts, grants, bequests or

devi ses from any source, including funds fromthe Federal

gover nnent .

(c) The board may enter into a matching grant program
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i nvol ving consortiunms of college or university and private
sector organi zations for the purposes of establishing, operating
and pronoting advanced technol ogy centers throughout the
Commonweal th. Such centers shall receive no nore than fifty per
centum (50% of their financial support fromthis board.
Applicants for funds provided under this section shall secure
financial commtments fromprofit and nonprofit groups and
organi zations, including the Federal governnent or | ocal
political subdivisions and shall be required to submt
applications in accordance with policies and criteria issued by
the board. The board shall utilize adequate financial controls,
i ncluding a program of audits, to inplenment the matching grant
program Such centers shall utilize to the extent possible,

exi sting or new private businesses operating or willing to
operate in the fields of expertise needed to acconplish the

pur poses of the center. Eligible purposes which the board may
fund under this matching grant programinclude, but are not
l[imted to:

(1) Devel opnent and strengthening of joint research and
devel opnent efforts including facilities for advanced
technol ogi es activities, equipnent, personnel, land and rel ated
activities, which will |lead to new technol ogi es which wll
create or preserve jobs.

(2) Providing training and curricul um devel opnent related to
advanced technology in order to provide a skilled work force to
secure enploynment in advanced technol ogy industries.

(3) Technical assistance and technol ogy transfer activities
on an areawi de or Statew de basis to transfer research and
devel opnent activities into the marketpl ace.

(4) Assistance through small business incubators, including,
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but not limted to space, services and technical assistance.

(5) Market devel opnent, feasibility studies and ot her
activities related to increasing jobs in advanced technol ogy
i ndustri es.

(6) Staff support for advanced technol ogy councils or other
mechani sms to encourage | abor, business, university and
governmental |inkages in pronoting advanced technol ogy
i ndustrial diversification.

(7) Facilitate establishnent of technol ogy parks, which wll
serve as locations for facilities devoted to research and
devel opnent and technol ogy-i ntensive |ight manufacturing.

(c.1) The board may enter into a matchi ng grant program

i nvol vi ng consortiuns of college or university and private

sector organi zati ons for the purposes of establishing, operating

and pronoting small busi ness export assi stance centers

t hr oughout this Conmonweal th to assi st snmall busi nesses in

Pennsyl vani a whi ch desire to export their products. Such centers

shall receive no nore than fifty per centum (50% of their

financi al support fromthis board. Applicants for funds provi ded

under this section shall secure financial conmtnents from

profit and nonprofit groups and organi zati ons, including the

Federal qgovernnent or | ocal political subdivisions and shall be

required to subnmt applications in accordance with policies and

criteria issued by the board. The board shall utilize adequate

financial controls, including a programof audits, to i npl enent

the matchi ng grant program Such centers shall utilize to the

extent possible, existing or new private busi nesses operating or

willing to operate in the fields of expertise needed to

acconpli sh the purposes of the center.

(d) The Ben Franklin Partnership Fund, together with its
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statutory functions and duties, shall term nate and go out of
exi stence on Decenber 31, 1998, unl ess reestablished or

conti nued by the CGeneral Assenbly. Eval uation and review,

term nation, reestablishnment and continuation of the agency
shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of the act of
Decenber 22, 1981 (P.L.508, No.142), known as the "Sunset Act."

(e) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

"Smal | busi ness" neans an i ndependently owned and oper at ed
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for-profit busi ness concern enploying two hundred fifty (250) or

=
=

f ewer enpl oyes.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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