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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 558 &

| NTRODUCED BY TRI CH, KUKOVI CH, VEON, LAUGHLIN, MELI O, PRESTON
FLI CK, PESCI, MCALL, ULI ANA, HERVAN, RAYMOND, STURLA,
BELFANTI , FREEMAN, CORRI GAN, GERLACH, BATTI STO, DeLUCA
DALEY, BUNT, MUNDY, G GIOITI, TRELLO, HALUSKA, HARLEY,
CURRY, J. TAYLOR, PISTELLA, SAYLOR, KIRKLAND, WOZNI AK,

ROONEY, JOSEPHS, HUGHES, STEELMAN AND MASLAND, MARCH 15, 1993

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
APRI L 19, 1994
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AN ACT

Requiring police departnents to adopt and follow a donestic
vi ol ence response policy.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Donestic
Vi ol ence Response Policy Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Donestic violence.”" The occurrence of one or nore of the
foll owing acts between fam |y or househol d nenbers, sexual or
intimate partners or persons who share biol ogi cal parenthood:

(1) Attenpting to cause or intentionally, know ngly or
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reckl essly causing bodily injury, serious bodily injury,

rape, spousal sexual assault or involuntary devi ate sexual

intercourse with or without a deadly weapon.

(2) Placing by physical nenace another in fear of
i mm nent serious bodily injury.

(3) The infliction of false inprisonment pursuant to 18
Pa.C.S. 8 2903 (relating to false inprisonnent).

(4) Physically or sexually abusing m nor children, as
defined in 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to child protective
services).

"Police departnent.” Any public agency of a political
subdi vi si on having general police powers and charged w th naking
arrests in connection with the enforcenment of the crimnal |aws.

"Police officer.” Any full-time or part-tine enployee of a
city, borough, town, township or county police departnent
assigned to crimnal |aw enforcenent duties. The term does not
i ncl ude persons enpl oyed to check parking neters or auxiliary or
fire police.

Section 3. Donestic violence response policy required.

(a) Requirenent inposed.--Each police departnment in this
Commonweal th shall adopt a witten policy establishing
gui delines and policies to be foll owed by police officers and

rel ated personnel involved in the police response to donmestic

vi ol ence cal | s.

(B) FORM OF REPORT. - - EACH LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY SHALL MAKE  <—
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1 AN I NCI DENT REPORT, ON A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE PENNSYLVAN A

2 STATE POLI CE, CONSI STENT W TH THE REPORT REQUI RED BY THE FEDERAL
3 NATI ONAL | NCI DENT- BASED REPCRTI NG SYSTEM (NI BRS). THE MANDATE

4 FOR | NCI DENT REPORT COWMPLETI ON SHALL NOT BE OPERATI VE UNTI L THE
5 PENNSYLVANI A STATE POLI CE HAVE | MPLEMENTED NI BRS. THE | NCI DENT
6 REPORT MAY | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

7 (1) NAMES, ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF THE

8 VICTIM THE ACCUSED, ANY W TNESSES AND THE CALLER

9 (2) A SECOND PERMANENT ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR
10 THE VICTIM SUCH AS A CLOSE FAM LY MEMBER OR A FRI END

11 (3) A STATEMENT OF THE RELATI ONSH P BETWEEN THE VI CTI M
12 AND THE ACCUSED

13 (4) A NARRATI VE OF THE | NCI DENT, | NCLUDI NG THE DATE

14 TI ME AND VHETHER THE ACCUSED APPEARED | NTOXI CATED OR UNDER
15 THE | NFLUENCE OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.

16 (5) WHAT, IF ANY, WEAPONS WERE USED OR THREATENED TO BE
17 USED.

18 (6) A DESCRIPTION OF ANY | NJURI ES OBSERVED BY THE

19 OFFI CER
20 (7) A DESCRIPTION OF ANY | NJURI ES DESCRI BED BY THE
21 VI CTI M BUT NOT' OBSERVED BY THE OFFI CER AND AN | NDI CATI ON THAT
22 THE | NJURY WAS NOT OBSERVED.
23 (8) DOCUMENTATI ON OF ANY EVI DENCE THAT WOULD TEND TO
24 ESTABLI SH THAT A CRI ME WAS COW TTED
25 (9) AN I NDI CATI ON OF WHETHER AN ARREST WAS MADE AND THE
26 REASON FOR ELECTI NG NOT' TO ARREST, WHETHER THERE WAS A
27 WARRANTLESS ARREST, AN ARREST W TH A WARRANT OR NO ARREST.
28 (10) WHETHER THE ACCUSED ACTUALLY WAS ARRESTED OR
29 WHETHER THERE | S AN OQUTSTANDI NG ARREST WARRANT.
30 (11) THE CRIMES WTH WHI CH THE ACCUSED WAS CHARGED.
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(12) | F THE ACCUSED WAS ARRESTED AND ARRAI GNED, WHETHER
BAI L WAS SET AND ANY CONDI TI ONS OF BAI L | MPOSED.

(13) |IF THE OFFI CER DI D NOT ARREST OR SEEK AN ARREST
WARRANT EVEN THOUGH ARREST WAS AUTHORI ZED, A DETAI LED
EXPLANATI ON OF THE REASONS FOR THE OFFI CER S DECI SI ON NOT' TO
ARREST.

(14) THE NAMES AND AGES OF ANY CHI LDREN PRESENT I N THE
HOUSEHOLD AND THEI R ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER | F THE
CH LDREN ARE RELOCATED.

(15) NOTATION OF PREVI QUS | NCI DENTS OF WHI CH THE OFFI CER
| S PERSONALLY AWARE.

(16) NOTATI ON OF PREVI QUS | NCI DENTS REPORTED BY THE
VI CTI M OR W TNESSES.

(17) | F AN OFFI CER WAS | NJURED I N THE | NCI DENT, THE
NATURE AND Cl RCUMSTANCES OF THE | NJURY.

(C) DATA COLLECTION. --THE FOLLOWN NG SHALL APPLY TO REPORTS
MADE UNDER SUBSECTI ON ( B):

(1) ALL WRITTEN REPORTS ON THE SAME PERSON SHOULD BE
KEPT TOGETHER OR CROSS- REFERENCED SO THAT REPEAT DOVESTI C
VI OLENCE CAN BE MONI TORED.

(2) THE WRI TTEN REPORT, OR ANOTHER DOCUMENT, SUCH AS AN
| NDEX CARD, OR COMPUTER ENTRY GENERATED FROM THE WRI TTEN
REPORT, SHOULD BECOVE A DOMESTI C VI CLENCE TRACKI NG REPORT.

(3) TO THE EXTENT POSSI BLE, THE DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE
TRACKI NG REPORT SHOULD BE ACCESSI BLE TO DI SPATCHERS AND
POLI CE OFFI CERS.

Section 4. Adherence to policy.
Police officers responding to donmestic violence calls shall
adhere to the policy adopted by their departnment under section

3.
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SECTI ON 5. PROCEDURES. <
PROCEDURES FOR DI SPATCH, ARREST, PROVI SION OF VI CTI M NOTI CE
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AND SERVI CES, REPORT WRI TI NG | NVESTI GATI QN, PROCESSI NG THE
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ACCUSED AND FOLLOWM UP W TH VI CTI M5 MUST BE EXPLI Cl TLY SET FORTH

=
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IN VRI TTEN PCLI CE DEPARTMENTAL PROCEDURES.
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Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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