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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 382 &%

| NTRODUCED BY CARONE, FAI RCHI LD, STElI GANER, HALUSKA, LaGROITA,
B. SM TH, FARGO, STEELMAN, BUTKOVI TZ AND JOSEPHS,
FEBRUARY 10, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS, FEBRUARY 10, 1993
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AN ACT
Amending Title 66 (Public Uilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, requiring electric utilities to
provi de conpensation to certain owners of property near high
vol tage electric transm ssion lines; and providing for a
public health survey of the popul ation near high voltage
transm ssion |ines.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 66 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a chapter to read:
CHAPTER 28
ELECTRI C UTI LI TI ES
Sec.
2801. Decl aration of policy.
2802. Definitions.
2803. Tax paynents.
2804. Property purchase program
2805. Public health survey.

2806. Ef fect on rate base.



§ 2801. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares that it is the policy
of this Comonwealth to further regulate electric utilities to
protect the health and safety of the citizens of this
Commonweal th fromthe effects of exposure to electric magnetic
fields and to provide conpensation for property owners along the
right-of-way of electric transmssion lines for the |oss of
property value due to the presence of electric transm ssion
l'ines.

§ 2802. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Electric transmission line." Any electric supply line with
a design voltage greater than 100, 000 volts.

§ 2803. Tax paynents.

(a) General rule.--The owner of an electric transm ssion
line shall pay, during the operational life of the transm ssion
line, the school district and mrunicipal property taxes for
i ndi vi dual s whose primary residence is within 1320 feet of the
center line of the transm ssion |ine right-of-way.

(b) Proration of tax paynents.--Paynents under this section
shall be prorated based on the assessed val ue of property
| ocated within one-half mle of the electric transm ssion |ine.

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"primry
resi dence” neans the property in which an individual resides for
at | east nine nonths of each year.

§ 2804. Property purchase program

(a) Program description.--The owner of an electric
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transm ssion line shall establish and inplenent a property

pur chase program for any | andowner whose real property is

| ocated within 500 feet of the center line of the transm ssion
line right-of-way. The property purchase program shall guarantee
the sale of a | andowner's property or the purchase of the
property by the owner of the electric transmission |ine at
property values i mediately prior to the date application was
made to the comm ssion for a certificate of public convenience,
pl us paynment for any subsequent inprovenments made since that

dat e.

(b) Length of program--The property purchase program shal
be in effect for a two-year period which shall begin on the date
of issuance of the certificate of public conveni ence by the
commi ssi on.

§ 2805. Public health survey.

(a) Survey data.--Prior to the energizing of an electric
transm ssion line and every three years thereafter, the owner or
operator of the electric transm ssion |ine shall provide updated
information for a public health survey related to cancer, birth
defects and such other disease rates as the departnent may
require, for the population within a one-mle radius of the
el ectric transmssion line. Al data shall be provided to any
requesting individual with a full explanation of the results and
copi es made available to any affected nmunicipality and the
depart nment.

(b) Role of departnent.--Any health tests done, other than
health tests done in conjunction with subsection (a), shall also
be made available to the public, subject to the approval of the
departnent. The departnment or its designee shall conduct the

public health survey required by this section, and the owner of
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1 the electric transm ssion |line shall conpensate the departnent

2 for the actual costs of that survey. The departnent shall retain
3 copies of all records provided to it.

4 § 2806. Effect on rate base.

5 If the energy transmtted by an electric transnmission line is
6 derived from excess generating capacity beyond what is needed

7 for use by the custoners in the generating area, then the costs
8 of conpliance with this chapter shall not be added to the

9 electric transmission |ine ower's or operator's rate base.
10 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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