PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1733 PRINTER S NO. 1811

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1444 =35

I NTRODUCED BY MUSTO, REI BVAN, BRI GHTBI LL, MELLOW JONES,
SALVATORE, O PAKE, BELAN, STAPLETON, SCHWARTZ, PORTERFI ELD
VENGER, HART, BODACK, GREENWOCD, FI SHER AND ANDREZESKI ,
NOVEMBER 22, 1991

SENATOR BRI GHTBI LL, ENVI RONMVENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, AS
AMENDED, DECEMBER 10, 1991
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AN ACT
Provi ding for environmental education prograns; providing for
further duties of the Departnent of Education and the
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources; and providing for the
di sposition of a portion of certain fines and penalties.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Environnental

Educati on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Section 27 of Article | of the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a states that: "The people have a right to cl ean
air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural,
scenic, historic and esthetic val ues of the environment.
Pennsyl vani a's public natural resources are the conmon

property of all the people, including generations yet to
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cone. As trustee of these resources, the Commonweal t h shal
conserve and maintain themfor the benefit of all the
peopl e. "

(2) The State Board of Education has recogni zed the
study of the environnment as an essential conponent of basic
education for graduating students. The regul ati ons of the
board which pertain to curriculumidentify the know edge and
under st andi ng of the environnment as one of the goals of a
qual ity educati on.

(3) A quality education should provide each student with
knowl edge of natural and human resources, an understandi ng of
geographi ¢ environnments, know edge of the interrelationships
and i nterdependence of natural and human systens, the
devel opnent of personal environmental attitudes and val ues,

t he devel opnment of environnental problem solving and
managenent skills and know edge of and appropriate uses of
energy.

(4) The Department of Environnmental Resources has been
gi ven the charge of steward and protector of this
Commonweal th' s natural resources. Consequently, the
departnment has a responsibility to help the public understand
the environmental |aws as well as the roles of individuals,
groups, institutions, industry and governnent in finding
solutions to this Cormonweal th's environnental problens and
t he prevention of new probl ens.

(5) The third week of COctober is recognized each year as
"Pennsyl vani a Environnental Education Wek" as a neans to
pronot e environnmental education.

(6) The 20th Anniversary cel ebration of "Earth Day"

heral ded the 1990's as the "Decade of the Environment." In
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1 order to nmeet the challenges of this decade, citizens of this
2 Commonweal th wi Il need the background, values and skills to

3 make i nformed decisions as consunmers and voters to help

4 protect the environnment and prevent pollution.

5 (7) It is the policy of this Compnweal th that

6 envi ronnmental education is critically inportant to pronote a
7 citizenry which has the ability to make personal lifestyle

8 choices to help pronote a healthy environnment and an

9 under st andi ng of the functioning of the natural world and the
10 necessity for environnmental protection and sound resource

11 managenent .

12 Section 3. Legislative purpose.

13 It is the purpose of this act to:

14 (1) authorize and require the Departnent of Education

15 and the Departnent of Environnental Resources to devel op and
16 i mpl enment environnmental education prograns for the citizens
17 of this Commonweal t h;

18 (2) encourage the environnmental education efforts of

19 ot her agenci es where appropriate, including, but not limted
20 to, those of the county conservation districts, the Fish
21 Commi ssion and the Gane Commi ssion, the Pennsylvani a Energy
22 O fice, and the Departnent of Commrerce, the Departnment of
23 Community Affairs, the Departnent of General Services and the
24 Department of Transportation; and
25 (3) create and establish the Advisory Council on
26 Envi ronment al Education within the Departnent of Education.
27 Section 4. Powers and duties of Departnent of Education.
28 The Departnent of Education shall have the follow ng powers
29 and duti es:
30 (1) To conduct a periodic assessnent of school - based
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1 envi ronmental education in this Comonweal t h.

2 (2) To provide assistance, support and resource

3 information to educators and public and private education

4 agenci es and organi zati ons on environnmental education

5 pr ogr ans.

6 (3) To identify, recognize and establish awards for

7 exenpl ary environnmental education curricula devel oped in

8 Conmmonweal t h school s.

9 (4) To ensure that school s devel op nechani sns for

10 assessing the | earning outconmes for the Environnental Goal of

11 Qual ity Education (in accordance with 22 Pa. Code Ch. 5

12 (relating to curriculumrequirenents)).

13 Section 5. Powers and duties of Departnent of Environnental

14 Resour ces.

15 The Departnent of Environnmental Resources shall have the

16 follow ng powers and duti es:

17 (1) To conduct a periodic assessnent of the status of

18 envi ronnment al education taking place in the nonformal sector

19 (outside of the classroonm) in this Commonweal t h.
20 (2) To maintain an inventory of environnental education
21 mat eri al s, prograns and resources avail able in Commonweal t h
22 agenci es.
23 (3) To use the departnent's environnmental education
24 centers as outreach facilities to bring youth and adult
25 education prograns into communities and schools, focusing on
26 envi ronnment al issues of inportance to the Commonweal t h.
27 (4) To provide such grants as the Secretary of Edueatien <—
28 ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES shall, in his discretion, approve to <—
29 the follow ng: public and private schools for youth
30 envi ronment al educati on; conservation and educati on <—
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organi zations and institutions for the purposes of providing
envi ronnmental education training to teachers; county <—
conservation districts; and Bureau of State Parks <—
Envi ronnment al Educati on Program

(5) To prepare a guidance docunent, in consultation with
the Secretary of Education, for adm nistering the grants.
Fhi-s—deecurent—shal—bepublished THE DEPARTMVENT SHALL MAKE <—
THE DOCUMENT AVAI LABLE FOR PUBLI C REVI EW AND COMMVENT BY
PUBLI CATION i n the Pennsyl vania Bull etin.

Section 6. Environnental Education Report.

The Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Environnental

Resources shall prepare a periodic report to the Governor and
the General Assenbly outlining environmental education prograns
and achi evenents, highlighting new initiatives and recomendi ng
future program needs.

Section 7. The Advisory Council on Environnental Education.

(a) Duties.--There is hereby created an Advisory Council on

Envi ronmental Education within the Departnent of Education. The

advi sory council shall:

(1) Make recomrendations to the Secretary of Education
and the Secretary of Environnmental Resources with respect to
the use of any funds used to support environnmental education
activities.

(2) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education and the
Secretary of Environmental Resources in carrying out
envi ronment al education activities.

(3) Advise and assist the Secretary of Education and the
Secretary of Environmental Resources in conducting a
continual assessnent of the trends and needs in environnental

educati on.
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(4) WMake recomrendations to the Secretary of Education
and the Secretary of Environnmental Resources to help foster
envi ronnment al educati on prograrns.

(5) Make recomrendations to the Secretary of
Envi ronnental Resources on the distribution of available
grant noneys.

(b) Conposition.--Council nenbership shall consist of 13
persons, six appointed by the Secretary of Education, six
appoi nted by the Secretary of Environnmental Resources and one
appoi nted by the Chancell or of the State System of Hi gher
Education, and shall represent a diversity of backgrounds,

i ncl udi ng basi c and hi gher education, industry and, resource <—
managenent, ClI TI ZENS AND PUBLI C | NTEREST ORGANI ZATI ONS. <—

(c) Appointnment, ternms and expenses.--The 13 council nenbers
shall be appointed for five-year terns. The initial termof four
of the council nenbers shall be for one year, the initial term
of four nenbers shall be for three years, and the initial term
of the remai nder shall be for five years. A nenber nmay be
appoi nted for nore than one termand shall serve until a
successor has been appoi nted. Menbers shall not be conpensated
but shall be reinbursed for actual expenses in accordance wth
the rules of the Executive Board.

(d) Oficers and byl aws.--The council shall convene at | east
bi annual Iy, shall elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson to
serve a one-year term and shall adopt bylaws for governing its
oper at i ons.

(e) Staff.--The Secretary of Education shall designate such
staff as may be necessary for the operation of the council.

Section 8. Fundi ng.
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THERE | S HEREBY CREATED A SPECI AL NONLAPSI NG FUND I N THE
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STATE TREASURY TO BE KNOWN AS THE ENVI RONMENTAL EDUCATI ON FUND.

=Y
o

AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 5% OF THE MONEYS COLLECTED ANNUALLY FROM

=
=

FI NES AND PENALTI ES DEPCSI TED I N SPECI AL FUNDS OR RESTRI CTED

=
N

REVENUE ACCOUNTS ADM NI STERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL

=
w

RESOURCES SHALL BE DEPOSI TED IN THI'S FUND. THI S ANNUAL

H
o

ALLOCATI ON AMOUNT SHALL BE BASED UPON THE AMOUNTS COLLECTED | N

=Y
(63}

THE PREVI QUS FI SCAL YEAR ALL MONEYS PLACED I N THE FUND AND THE

=Y
(e}

I NTEREST | T ACCRUES ARE HEREBY APPROPRI ATED, UPON AUTHORI ZATI ON

=
\l

BY THE GOVERNOR, TO THE DEPARTMENT TO ACCOWPLI SH THE PURPOSES OF

=Y
oo

TH'S ACT. BEG NNI NG | N FI SCAL YEAR 1991-1992, AND EACH YEAR

=
O

THEREAFTER, MONEYS APPROPRI ATED TO THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THI S

N
o

SECTI ON SHALL NOT AFFECT AND ARE | N ADDI TI ON TO FUNDI NG FOR

N
=

ENVI RONVENTAL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS ADM NI STERED BY THE DEPARTMENT

N
N

AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON THAT ARE | N EXI STENCE PRI OR TO

N
w

PASSAGE OF TH S ACT.

N
~

Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.

N
(63}

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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