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AN ACT
Provi ding for paranmedi c and energency nedi cal technician
standards; i nplenmenting procedures for insuring conpetency;
provi di ng prograns for continuing nedical education;
providing for certification and recertification and for

conpet ency- based assessnent; and maki ng repeal s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Paranedi c and
Emer gency Medi cal Techni ci an Standards Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Active status.” A paranedic or energency nedical technician
wi th medi cal conmand, actively practicing and functioning as a

par amedi ¢ or energency nedi cal technician.

" Conpet ency- based assessnent.” Evaluation of the nmechanical,
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technical, practical and assessnment standards of skill, ability
and know edge required by United States Departnent of
Transportation Emergency Medi cal Techni ci an Paranedi ¢ Nati onal
Standard Curriculum in the case of paranedics, the United

St at es Departnent of Transportati on Emergency Medical Technician
Nati onal Standard Curriculum in the case of energency nedi cal
techni ci ans, and Departnent of Health regul ations.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"Di agnosi s."” Recogni zi ng energenci es, either medical or
trauma, through know edge of signs and synptons.

"Division." The Division of Enmergency Medical Services in
t he Departnent of Health.

"Emer gency nedi cal technician.” An individual who is trained
to provi de energency nedical services and is certified as such
by the Department of Health in accordance with United States
Depart ment of Transportation Emergency Medi cal Techni ci an
Nat i onal Standard Curricul um and Departnent of Health
regul ati ons.

"Medi cal command."” Any voice order or nedical protocol given
to a paranedi c or energency nedical technician by an authorized
medi cal command physi ci an.

"Medi cal command facility nmedical director.” A physician
responsi bl e for the nedical direction and control of nedical
command physicians at an accredited nedical command facility.

"Medi cal command physician.”™ A |icensed physician approved
by the Departnment of Health to oversee and supervise
i npl enent ati on of approved nedi cal protocols, interventions and
practice of paranedi c procedures.

"Medi cal protocols.” Witten prescribed energency nedi cal

procedures approved by the Departnent of Health.
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"Orders.” Direct verbal or tel ephonic nmedical instructions
supervi sed and i npl enmented by a nedi cal command physi ci an.

"Paranedic.” An energency nedical technician trained to
provi de advanced |ife support services in accordance with United
St at es Departnent of Transportati on Emergency Medical Technician
Par anedi ¢ National Standard Curricul um and Departnment of Health
regul ati ons.

"Practice of professional paranedicine.”" The services
performed in responding to the perceived needs of an individual
for immedi ate nmedical care in order to prevent loss of life or
aggravation of physiol ogical or psychological illness or injury,
delivered in a prehospital, interhospital or hospital emergency
care setting.

"Treatnment."” The managenent of recogni zed energencies
t hrough sel ecti on and perfornmance of neasures, protocols and
execution of procedures prescribed by a nedical command
physi ci an.

Section 3. Certification and recertification.

(a) Paranedic and energency nedical technician
certification.--Paramedi cs and energency nedi cal technicians
shall be certified for a period of three years by the depart nent
in accordance with United States Departnent of Transportation
Emer gency Medi cal Techni ci an Paranedi ¢ National Standard
Curriculum in the case of paramedics, the United States
Depart ment of Transportation Emergency Medi cal Techni ci an
Nati onal Standard Curriculum in the case of energency nedi cal
t echni ci ans, and departnent regul ati ons.

(b) Recertification.--

(1) Paranedics and energency nedi cal technicians shal

be recertified on active status by the departnent upon
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1 recei pt of a conpetency-based assessnent statenment verified

2 by an approved nedi cal comrand facility nedical director.

3 Active status recertification shall be valid for a period of
4 t hree years.

5 (2) Any paranmedi c or energency nedical technician

6 certified under this act who fails to satisfy the

7 requi renents for active status recertification shall be

8 automatically and involuntarily placed on inactive status.

9 Any paranedi c or energency nedical technician certified under
10 this act may request application for inactive status.

11 Application for inactive status shall be conpl eted and

12 returned to the departnent. Upon receipt of each application,
13 t he applicant shall be naintained on inactive status

14 indefinitely and shall be entitled to apply for reactivation
15 to active status at any tine. Any paranedi c or energency

16 medi cal technician who requests active status who has been in
17 i nactive status for a period of nore than six nonths shall,
18 prior to receiving active status, be issued a tenporary

19 practice permt pendi ng conpetency-based assessnment approval.
20 (3) Any paranmedi c or energency nedical technician
21 certified under this act who is called to active mlitary
22 service shall retain their certification unexpired during the
23 period within which they are on active mlitary service.
24 (c) Tenporary recertification.--A paramedic or energency
25 nedical technician may be granted tenporary recertification for
26 a period not exceeding six nonths pendi ng conpletion of
27 conpetency-based assessnent requirenents at the discretion of an
28 approved nedi cal conmmand physi ci an.
29 Section 4. Conpetency-based assessnent.
30 (a) Approval.--Paranedi c and energency nedi cal technician
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recertification, tenporary recertification or reciprocity shal
be acconpani ed by a conpetency-based assessnent statenent from

an approved nedi cal command physici an. Conpet ency- based

assessnment of paranedics shall include verification of not |ess

than 20 hours per year of accredited continuing nedical
education and conpet ency-based assessnment of energency nedi cal

techni ci ans shall include verification of not |ess than ten

hours per year of accredited continuing nedical education. Wen,

upon request, a nedical command physician does not approve a
conpet ency- based assessnent statement, he shall submt witten
docunentation to the departnent outlining the reasons for
refusing to i ssue a statenent.

(b) Continuing nedical education.--The departnent shal
establish and maintain procedures for evaluating and approving
conti nui ng nmedi cal education prograns utilized as criteria for
conpet ency- based assessnent.

(c) Appeal.--Any applicant who does not receive a
conpet ency- based assessnent statenment nmay appeal to the
departnent for a conpetency eval uati on hearing.

(d) Hearings.--Al conpetency-based assessnent eval uation
hearings shall be initiated within 60 days of the request and
resolved within 120 days. Wtnesses as nmay be deened necessary
to a resolution shall be allowed to testify, either in person
by deposition or by affidavit.

(e) Disposition.--Upon conclusion of the hearing, the
departnent shall issue a certificate of renewal or a tenporary
certificate or refuse to issue a certificate.

Section 5. Reciprocity and tenporary practice permts.

(a) Reciprocity.--1n order to obtain reciprocity to practice

and engage i n professional paramedicine for a one-year period,
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1 person who holds a current and valid license or certification

2 issued by any other state, territory or possession of the United
3 States or the Dom nion of Canada, and who presents to the

4 departnment a conpetency-based assessnent or its equival ent from
5 his nost recent practice, nmay be issued by the departnent a

6 tenporary practice permt which is nonrenewable and valid for a
7 period of one year, and during such additional period as the

8 departnment nmay in each case especially permit. The tenporary

9 practice permt shall expire if the person fails to neet the

10 standards and requirenments for certification provided under

11 section 3. Persons issued a tenporary practice permt may be

12 granted inactive status by the departnment, and shall be governed
13 by the inactive status procedure when applying for active

14 status. Persons issued a tenporary practice permt under this
15 subsection shall be required to be acconpani ed by an approved
16 active status paranedic.

17 (b) Tenporary practice permt.--

18 (1) In order for a paranmedic or energency nedica

19 technician to practice and engage in professional
20 par anmedi ci ne for the one-year period fromthe conpletion of
21 hi s education program the departnment nay issue a tenporary
22 practice permt, upon presenting to the departnent
23 verification of course conpletion and a statenent of
24 conpet ency- based assessnent from an approved service nedi ca
25 di rector where the paranedi c or emergency nedi cal technician
26 intends to practice. This permt shall be nonrenewabl e and
27 valid for a period of one year, and during such additional
28 period as the departnent may in each case especially permt,
29 except that the permt shall expire and termnate if the
30 person fails to neet the standards of the certification
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exam nation. Holders of tenporary practice permts mnmust be

acconpani ed by an approved active status paranedic until such

time as they pass the certification exam nation and obtain
active nmedical command status; or the permt expires or is

t er m nat ed.

(2) A tenporary practice permt shall also be issued by
the departnent to any paranedi ¢ or emergency nedi ca

techni cian who requests to return to active status from

i nactive status. The permt shall remain valid for a period

of one year, or until medical comrand is received from an

approved service or medical director. Any paranedic or
energency nedi cal technician not receiving nedical command
shall revert back to inactive status. Hol ders of tenporary
practice permts, pending nmedical comrand, nust be
acconpani ed by an approved active status paranedic.
Section 6. Director of Paranedic and Energency Medi cal
Technician Affairs.

The departnent shall select and appoint a full-time Director
of Paranmedi c and Enmergency Medi cal Technician Affairs, who shal
be a certified and an actively practicing paranedic in this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 7. Use of title by certified paranmedi cs and energency
medi cal technicians.

(a) Certified paranedics.--Any person who holds a
prof essi onal paramedic certificate in this Comonweal t h shal
have the right to use the title "Certified Paranedi c" and the
abbreviation "C.P.". No other person may engage in the practice
of professional paramedicine or use the title "Certified
Paranmedi ¢c" or the abbreviation "C.P." to indicate that the

person is a certified paranmedic. No person may sell or
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fraudulently obtain or fraudulently furnish any paranedic
di pl oma, certification, record of registration or aid or abet
t herein.

(b) Certified energency nedi cal technician.--Any person who
hol ds an energency nedical technician certificate in this
Commonweal th shall have the right to use the title "Energency
Medi cal Technician" and the abbreviation "E.MT.". No other
person may engage in the practice of technical emergency
services or use the title "Enmergency Medical Technician" or the
abbreviation "EMT." to indicate that the person is a certified
energency nedi cal technician. No person nmay sell or fraudulently
obtain or fraudulently furnish any energency nedi cal technician
di pl oma, certification, record of registration or aid or abet
t herein.

Section 8. Applicability.

(a) Retroactivity.--The provisions of section 3, relating to
recertification, shall apply retroactively and be applicable to
al | paranedi cs and enmergency nedi cal technicians certified in
Pennsyl vani a on the effective date of this act.

(b) Expired certification.--Paranmedi cs and energency nedi cal
t echni ci ans whose certification expired after January 1, 1985,
shall be eligible to apply for inactive certification status in
accordance with the provisions of section 3(b)(2).

Section 9. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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