PRINTER S NO. 2287

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1899 55

I NTRODUCED BY RI TTER, DENT AND VAN HORNE, JULY 11, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JULY 11, 1991

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), entitled
2 "An act relating to dogs, regulating the keeping of dogs;

3 providing for the |licensing of dogs and kennels; providing

4 for the protection of dogs and the detention and destruction
5 of dogs in certain cases; regulating the sale and

6 transportation of dogs; declaring dogs to be personal

7 property and the subject of theft; providing for the

8 assessment of danages done to livestock, poultry and domestic
9 ganme birds; providing for paynent of damages by the

10 Commonweal th in certain cases and the liability of the owner
11 or keeper of dogs for such damages; inposing powers and

12 duties on certain State and | ocal officers and enpl oyees;

13 provi ding penalties; and creating a Dog Law Restricted

14 Account," changi ng and addi ng definitions; providing for the
15 powers and duties of animal control officers; further

16 providing for quarantines for seizure and detention of

17 i censed dogs, for enforcenment of the act, for penalties, for
18 killing certain dogs, for registration of dangerous dogs, for
19 public safety relating to dangerous dogs, for damages caused
20 by dogs, for paynent of clains for damages, for damages
21 caused by coyotes and for the applicability of the act; and
22 maki ng editorial changes.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:
25 Section 1. The definitions of "donestic gane bird,"
26 "livestock” and "police officer” in section 102 of the act of

27 Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, are
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anended and the section is anmended by adding definitions to
read:
Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Ani mal control officer."

(1) In cities of the first class, second class and

second class A, the person enpl oyed by or under contract with

the city as an aninmal control officer.

(2) In cities of the third class, the person enpl oyed by

the city on a full-tine basis as an animal control officer.

* * *
"Bureau." The Bureau of Dog Law Enf orcenent.
"City treasurer." The elected officer for any city of the

first class, second class and second class A and any city of the

third class that enpl oys ani mal control officers who i s charged

with the recei pt, custody and di sbursenment of city funds. The

termincludes officials in hone rule charter cities responsible

for city treasurer's duties.

* * %

"District justice." A judge of the Phil adel phia Mini ci pal

Court, the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court or a person hol di ng

office under Article V of the Constituti on of Pennsyl vani a and

42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 15 (relating to district justices).

* * %

"Donestic animal." A dog, cat or other animal kept as a pet.

["Domestic ganme bird." Al ganme birds as defined by the act
of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), known as "The Gane Law,"

whi ch are kept in captivity.]
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* * %

"Livestock."”™ Menbers of the equine, bovine[, ovine,

caprine,] and porcine species, [and] sheep, goats, confined

donesticated hares, rabbits [and], mnk and all gane birds

defined in 34 Pa.C.S. (relating to gane) that are kept in

* * %

"Police officer.” Any person enployed or elected by this
Commonweal th, or by any municipality and whose duty it is to
preserve peace or to nmake arrests or to enforce the law. The
termincludes State constabul ary, dog, gane, fish and forest

war dens and enpl oyees of the Departnent of Agricul ture.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 201(a), 207(c), 216, 301 and 302 of the
act are anended to read:

Section 201. Applications for licenses; fees; county treasurers
as agents.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), on
or before January 1 of each year, the owner of any dog, six
nmont hs of age or ol der, except as hereinafter provided, shal
apply to the county treasurer of his respective county or his
aut hori zed agent, on a form prescribed by the departnent for a
Iicense for such dog. The application and |icense certificate
shall state the breed, sex, age, color and markings of such dog,
and the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the owner. The
application shall be acconpanied by a license fee of $2.50 for
each neutered nale dog and for each spayed fenmal e dog for which
the certificate of a veterinarian or the affidavit of the owner
is produced, and by a license fee of $4.50 for all other nale

and femal e dogs. For Pennsyl vania residents 65 years of age or
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ol der, the license fee shall be $1.25 for each neutered nal e dog
and for each spayed femal e dog for which the certificate of a
veterinarian or the affidavit of the owner is produced, and the
i cense fee shall be $2.25 for all other nale or femal e dogs.
When the license is issued by the county treasurer, an
additional service fee of 50¢ shall be paid by all applicants
regardl ess of age to the county treasurer for the use of the
county. The county treasurers of this Conmonweal th shall be
agents of the Conmonwealth for the collection of |icense fees.
Al'l county treasurers shall pay all license fees collected

t hrough the [Departnent of Agriculture] departnent into the

State Treasury for credit to the Dog Law Restricted Account.

* * %

Section 207. Transfer of kennels.

(c) Records to be maintained.--Every keeper of a kennel
shall keep a record of each dog at any tine kept in the kennel
for two years. Such record shall show

(1) The breed, color, markings, sex and age of each dog.
(2) The date on which each dog entered the kennel.
(3) Were it cane from
(4) To whomit bel ongs.
(5) For what purpose each dog is kept in the kennel.
(6) The date on which each dog | eaves the kennel.
(7) How and to whomit is disposed.
Such record shall be |egible and shall be open to inspection by

any enpl oyee of the departnent, State dog warden [or], police

officer, animal control officer or agent of any legally

constituted | aw enforcenent agency [as defined by this act].

* * %
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Section 216. County and city treasurer records, |icenses and
transfers.

The county or city treasurer shall keep a record of all dog
licenses for a period of two years or nore as directed by the
secretary and all kennel licenses and all transfers issued
during the year. Such record shall contain the nane and address
of the person to whomeach |icense is issued. In the case of an
i ndi vidual license, the record shall also state the breed, sex,
age, color and markings of the dog licensed; and in the case of
a kennel license, it shall state the place where the business is
conducted. The record shall be a public record and open to
persons interested during business hours. Wenever the ownership
or possession of any dog |icensed under the provisions of this
act is transferred fromone person to another, as provided in
section 205, except the tenporary transfer of dogs for hunting
pur poses or for breeding, trial, or show, such transfer shall be
noted on the record of the county or city treasurer and be so
reported to the departnent. The county or city treasurer shal
keep an accurate record for two years of all license fees
collected by himor paid over to himby any district justice or
aut hori zed agent of the treasurer. License fees as herein
provi ded shall be remitted by the county or city treasurer to
the State Treasurer through the [Departnent of Agriculture]
before the 15th day of each cal endar nonth together with a
report of each payer on forns furnished by the departnent.
Section 301. Quarantines.

A quarantine may be established by any State dog warden
enpl oyed by the departnment, accredited veterinarian having the

approval of a State dog warden or veterinarian enployed by the
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departnment or State or county health departnment. Any State dog
war den enpl oyed by the departnment, accredited veterinarian
havi ng the approval of a State dog warden or veterinarian

enpl oyed by the departnment or State or county health depart nment
may enforce a quarantine whenever it is deened necessary or

advi sabl e by the departnent to exam ne, test, treat, control or
destroy any dog, or exam ne, disinfect, or regulate the use of
any prem ses, materials or products for the purpose of
preventing or controlling the spread of any disease. Until a
gquarantine is officially revoked by the secretary or his

[ enpl oyee] designee, it shall be unlawful for any owner or
person, w thout a special permit in witing fromthe departnent
to sell, exchange, |ease, |lend, give away, allow to stray,
remove or allow to be renmoved any dog or dogs, or any products,
goods, materials, containers, vehicles, or other articles or
property nanmed or described in the notice of quarantine. Wen a
general rabies quarantine is established, at |east ten notices

t hereof shall be posted throughout the area affected thereby and
notice thereof shall also be published in at |east one issue of
a newspaper of general circulation throughout such city,

bor ough, town or township. Any dog suspected of being rabid
shall be detained in isolation by the owner, if known, or

enpl oyee of the departnment. |If such detention has incurred costs
not collectible by the enpl oyee of the departnent, then the

enpl oyee of the departnment shall approve and rei nburse the
actual cost of such detention to the person providing facilities
for such detention. Any police officer or State dog warden may
kill any dog running at large in a rabies quarantined area

wi thout any liability for damages for such killing.

Section 302. Seizure and detention of |icensed dogs; costs;
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destruction of dogs.
It shall be the duty of every police officer [or], State dog

warden or _animal control officer to seize and detain any

i censed dog which is found running at |arge, either upon the
public streets or highways of the Commonweal th, or upon the
property of a person other than the owner of such dog, and
unacconpani ed by the owner or keeper. [Every] Any police officer
or State dog warden may kill any dog which is found running at

| arge and is deened after due consideration by the police

of ficer or State dog warden to constitute a threat to the public
health and welfare. [The chief of police or his agents of any
city, borough, town or township, the constable of any borough
and the constable of any incorporated town or township] A police

officer, State dog warden or aninmal control officer shall cause

any dog bearing a proper license tag or legible tattoo and so
sei zed and detained to be properly kept and fed and shall cause
i mredi ate notice, by registered or certified mail with return
recei pt, to the person in whose nane the |icense was procured,
or his agent, to claimsuch dog within five days after receipt

t hereof . The owner or claimnt of a dog so detained shall pay a
penalty of [$15 to the political subdivision whose police

of ficers make such sei zures and detention and] $25 to the

political subdivision whose police officer or ani mal control

officer effected the sei zure and detention or $25 to the

departnent if the seizure and detenti on was effected by a State

dog warden or State police officer. In addition, the owner or

claimant of a dog so detained shall pay all reasonabl e expenses

incurred by reason of its detention to the detaining parties
before the dog is returned. If five days after obtaining the

postal return receipt, such dog has not been clai ned, such
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1 [chief of police, or his agent, or a constable, or] State dog

2 warden, police officer or animal control officer shall dispose

3 of such dog by sale or by destruction in some humane nmanner or

4 by placenent with an incorporated hunmane organi zati on. No dog so
5 caught and detained shall be sold for the purpose of

6 vivisection, or research, or be conveyed in any nmanner for these
7 purposes. Al noneys derived fromthe sale of such dog, after

8 deducting the expenses of its detention, shall be paid through

9 the [Departnent of Agriculture] departnent to the State

10 Treasurer for credit to the Dog Law Restricted Account.

11 Section 3. The heading of Article IV of the act is anmended
12 to read:

13 ARTI CLE IV

14 [ DUTI ES OF OFFI CERS]

15 | NTERFERENCE W TH ENFORCEMENT

16 Section 4. Section 401 of the act is anmended to read:

17 Section 401. [Interference with police officer or State dog

18 war den; duties of State dog warden; failure to

19 produce license certificate] Interference

N
O
®

(Q
L

21 [(a) Police officers to performduties.--It shall be

22 unlawful for any police officer to fail or refuse to performhis
23 duties under the provisions of this act and to refuse to assi st
24 in the enforcenment of this | aw upon request of the secretary.

25 (b) State dog wardens and departnent enpl oyees to be

26 considered police officers.--State dog wardens and enpl oyees of
27 the departnent are considered to be police officers when

28 enforcing any of the provisions of this act or regul ations

29 pursuant to this act.

30 (c) Illegal to interfere.--1t shall be unlawful for any

19910H1899B2287 - 8 -
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person to interfere with any officer or enployee of the
departnment in the enforcenent of this | aw

(d) Illegal to cut leash.--1t shall be unlawful for any
person to forcibly cut the | eash or take a dog away from such
officer having it in his possession when found running at |arge
unacconpani ed by the owner or keeper.

(e) Illegal to fail to produce license.--1t shall be
unl awful for any person to whoma license certificate has been
issued to fail or refuse to produce the |license certificate for
such dog upon demand of any police officer or enployee of the

departnment.] 1t shall be unlawful for any person to interfere

with any State dog warden, police officer or animal control

officer in the enforcenent of this act.

Section 5. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 402. Illegal to cut | eash.

It shall be unlawful for any person to forcibly cut the | eash

or take a dog away froma State dog warden, police officer or

animal control officer when such dog was found running at | arge

unacconpani ed by the owner or keeper.

Secti on 403. Illegal to fail to produce |icense.

It shall be unlawful for any person to whoma |icense

certificate has been issued to fail or refuse to produce the

li cense certificate for such dog upon denand of any State dog

war den, police officer or aninmal control officer.

Section 6. Section 501(a) and (c) of the act are anended to
read:
Section 501. Killing [dogs; conmplaints in trespass before
district justice; vicious dogs; fines; bonds] or

det ai ni ng dogs.

(a) Legal to kill certain dogs.--Any person may kill any dog

19910H1899B2287 - 9 -
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any livestock, [or wounding or killing poultry, wounding or

killing other dogs or household pets] poultry or donestic

ani mal s, or attacking human bei ngs, whether or not such a dog
bears the license tag required by the provisions of this act.
There shall be no liability on such persons in damages or

ot herwi se for such killing.

[(c) Licensed dogs not included.--Licensed dogs, when
acconpani ed by their owner or handler, shall not be included
under the provisions of this section, unless caught in the act
of pursuing, wounding or killing any livestock, wounding or
killing poultry, wounding or killing any dogs or househol d pets,
or attacking human bei ngs. ]

Section 7. Sections 502-A(a), 503-A(a), (b) and (d), 505-A
and 507-A(f) of the act, added May 31, 1990 (P.L.213, No.46),

are anended to read:

Section 502-A. [Registration] Determi nation and registration of

danger ous dogs.

(a) Determ nation.--Any person who has been attacked by a
dog, or anyone on behal f of such person, a person whose donestic
ani mal has been killed or injured without provocation, [the] a
State dog warden [or the], local police officer or aninal

control officer may make a conplaint before a district justice,

chargi ng the owner or keeper of such a dog with harboring a
dangerous dog. The determ nation of a dog as a dangerous dog
shall be made by the district justice upon evidence of [a] the
dog's history or propensity to attack w thout provocation based

upon an incident in which the dog has done one or nore of the

19910H1899B2287 - 10 -
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4
5
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-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

fol | ow ng:
(1) Inflicted severe injury on a human bei ng w t hout
provocation on public or private property.
(2) Killed or inflicted severe injury on a domestic
ani mal w thout provocation while off the owner's property.
(3) Attacked a human being w thout provocati on.
(4) Been used in the comm ssion of a crine.

* * %

Section 503-A. [Requirenments] Registration requirenents.

(a) Enclosure and insurance.--[The] Except as provided in

subsection (b)(2), the departnment shall issue, upon paynment of

all fees under subsection (b), a certificate of registration to
t he owner of such animal within 30 days of notification, in
witing, by the departnent that the dog has been determned to
be dangerous and that the owner presents sufficient evidence of:
(1) A proper enclosure to confine a dangerous dog and
the posting of a premses with a clearly visible warning sign
that there is a dangerous dog on the property. In addition,
t he owner shall conspicuously display a sign with a warning
synmbol that inforns children of the presence of a dangerous
dog.
(2) (i) A surety bond in the anpbunt of $50, 000 issued
by an insurer authorized to do business within this
Commonweal t h, payable to any person injured by the
danger ous dog; or
(1i) a policy of liability insurance, such as
homeowner' s insurance, issued by an insurer authorized to
do business within this Commonweal th in the anount of at
| east $50, 000, insuring the owner for any personal

injuries inflicted by the dangerous dog. The policy shal
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1 contain a provision requiring the secretary to be naned

2 as additional insured for the sole purpose of being

3 notified by the insurance conpany of cancell ati on,

4 term nation or expiration of the liability insurance

5 policy.

6 (b) Fee.--

7 (1) The registration fee for a dangerous dog certificate
8 shall be $25 or such amount set by the departnment as may be

9 necessary to cover the costs of issuing this registration and
10 enforcing this section. This registration fee shall be in

11 addition to any other fees collectable under this act and

12 shal |, _except as provided in paragraph (2), be credited to

13 the Dog Law Restricted Account for the purpose of

14 adm ni stering and enforcing this act.

15 (2) VWhere the owner resides in a city of the third class
16 that enploys an aninmal control officer, the fee shall be paid
17 to the city treasurer who shall issue a certificate of

18 regi stration. The departnent shall supply forns_and synbols
19 required for registration to the treasurer of any city of the
20 third class that enploys an_aninmal control officer.
21 * x *
22 (d) O her requirenents.--The owner shall sign a statenent
23 attesting that:
24 (1) The owner shall maintain and not voluntarily cancel
25 the liability insurance required by this section during the
26 period for which licensing is sought unless the owner ceases
27 to own the dangerous dog prior to expiration of the |icense.
28 [(2) The owner shall notify the Bureau of Dog Law
29 Enf orcenent, the State dog warden and the | ocal police
30 department within 24 hours if a dangerous dog is on the
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| oose, is unconfined, has attacked another aninmal, has
attacked a human being, has died or has been sold or donated.
If the dangerous dog has been sold or donated, the owner
shall al so provide the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent and the
State dog warden with the nanme, address and tel ephone nunber
of the new owner of the dangerous dog.]

(2) The owner shall notify the bureau, State dog warden,

| ocal police departnent and | ocal aninmal control officer

i mmedi ately upon di scovering that a dangerous dog is on the

| oose, is unconfined, has attacked another ani mal or has

attacked a human being. If the dangerous dog has di ed or has

been sold or donated the owner shall, within 24 hours of sale

or donation, notify the bureau, State dog warden, | ocal

police departnent and | ocal aninmal control officer. If the

danger ous dog has been sold or donated, the owner shall al so

provi de the bureau and the State dog warden wi th the nane,

address and tel ephone nunber of the new owner of the

danger ous dog. The bureau shall pronptly notify the

appropri ate police departnent or aninmal control officer of

the presence of a dangerous dog in their area.

Section 505-A. Public safety and penalti es.

(a) Failure to register and restrain.--A dangerous dog shal

be imedi ately confiscated by a State dog warden [or a], police

of ficer or _aninmal control officer upon the occurrence of any of

t he foll ow ng:

(1) The dog is not validly registered under this act.

(2) The owner does not secure and nmaintain the liability
i nsurance coverage required under section 503-A

(3) The dog is not nmaintained in the proper enclosure.

(4) The dog is outside of the dwelling of the owner or
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out si de of the proper enclosure and not under physical
restraint of the responsible person.
In addition, an owner violating this subsection commts a
m sdeneanor of the third degree.
(b) Attacks upon persons or animals.--1f a dangerous dog,
t hrough the intentional, reckless or negligent conduct of the

dog's owner, attacks a person, livestock or [another] donestic

animal, the dog's owner is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the second
degree. In addition, the dangerous dog shall be inmediately

confiscated by a State dog warden, police officer or ani nal

control officer, placed in quarantine for the proper |ength of

time and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and hunane
manner, with costs of quarantine and destruction to be borne by
t he dog's owner

(c) Attacks causing severe injury or death.--The owner of
any dog that, through the intentional, reckless or negligent
conduct of the dog's owner, aggressively attacks and causes
severe injury or death of any human shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor of the first degree. In addition, the dog shall be
i mredi ately confiscated by a State dog warden [or a], police

of ficer or _aninmal control officer, placed in quarantine for the

proper length of time and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious
and humane manner, with costs of quarantine and destruction to
be borne by the dog's owner.

(d) Dog owned by a minor.--1f the owner of the dangerous dog
is a mnor, the parent or guardian of the mnor shall be liable
for injuries and property damages caused by an unprovoked attack
by the dangerous dog under [section 4 of the act of July 27,
1967 (P.L.186, No.58), entitled "An act inmposing liability upon

parents for personal injury, or theft, destruction, or |oss of
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property caused by the willful, tortious acts of children under
ei ghteen years of age, setting forth limtations, and providing

procedure for recovery."] 23 Pa.C.S. Ch. 55 (relating to

liability for tortious acts of children).

(e) Mandatory reporting.--Al known incidents of dog attacks
shall be reported to the State dog warden, who shall investigate
each incident and notify the departnent if a dog has been
deternmined to be dangerous.

Section 507-A. Construction of article.
* x *
(f) Procedure in certain cities.--In cities of the first

cl ass, second class [and], second class A and cities of the

third class that enploy aninmal control officers, the follow ng

procedure shall apply:

(1) A person who has been attacked by a dog, or anyone
on behal f of such person, or a person whose donestic ani nal
has been killed or injured w thout provocation while the
attacking dog was off the owner's property or a police
of ficer or an animal control officer [enployed by or under
contract with the city] may nmake a conplaint before a
district justice, charging the owner or keeper of such a dog
wi th harboring a dangerous dog. The district justice shal
make a report of the determ nation under section 502-A(a) to
the police or an animal control officer [enployed by or under
contract with the city] and to the [Bureau of Dog Law
Enf orcenent] bureau. The [Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent]

bureau shall give notice of this determ nation to the
respective city treasurer.
(2) Al fees and fines shall be paid to and retained by

the city treasurers, who shall issue the certificate of

19910H1899B2287 - 15 -
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regi stration.

(3) Enforcenent of this article in these cities wll be
under the jurisdiction of the local police or an ani nmal
control officer [enployed by or under contract with the city]
with notification requirenments in section 503-A(d)(2) to be
made to the licensing authority and the |ocal police or an
animal control officer [enployed by or under contract wth
the city].

(4) Copies of all dangerous dog determ nations,
certificates and reports on the status of the dangerous dog
shall be sent to the [Bureau of Dog Law Enforcenent] bureau.

(5) Al known incidents of dog attacks shall be reported
to the departnment for the purpose of keeping bite statistic
records and possi bl e rabi es exposure.

Section 8. Section 701 of the act, anmended May 16, 1986
(P.L.194, No.59), is anended to read:

Section 701. Danmges; conplaints; exam nation of cl aimns;
[iability; quarantines.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wenever any person sustains any |oss by
dogs to livestock or poultry [or to gane birds raised in
captivity], and while confined within an enclosure, or if any
person sustains |oss of livestock fromrabies, or if any
| ivestock or poultry [or gane bird raised in captivity], and
while confined within an enclosure, is necessarily destroyed
because of having been bitten by a dog, except when such | oss,
destruction or damage, with the exception of |oss by rabies,
shall have been caused by a dog harbored by the owner of such
livestock or poultry [or donestic ganme bird], such person or his
agent or attorney may, imediately after the danage was done,

conplain to a State dog warden or enployee of the departnent and
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may meke application to the departnment for rei nbursenment of such
| oss or damage. Such conplaint shall be in witing, shall be
signed by the person naking such conplaint, and shall state
when, where and how such damage was done, and by whose dog or
dogs, if known, or when the aninmal died fromrabies or was
killed because of rabies. Cains covering danage due to rabies
shall be made i mredi ately foll ow ng the death of the aninmal, and
shall be supported by a certificate froma |licensed and duly
qualified veterinarian and a report fromany | aboratory approved
by the departnment, to the effect that such animal was affected
with rabies. It shall not be necessary to prove that an ani nal
dying fromor killed because of rabies was actually bitten by a
dog. The presunption shall exist that such animal was so bitten
Upon recei pt of such notice, the State dog warden shall at once
exam ne the place where the alleged | oss or damage was sust ai ned
and the livestock or poultry [or domestic ganme bird] injured or
killed, or in case of rabies where it died or was killed. The
State dog warden may exam ne under oath or affirmation any

wi tness called before him After making diligent inquiry in
relation to such claim such investigating officer shal

det ermi ne whet her any damage has been sustained and the anount

t hereof, and, if possible, who was the owner of the dog or dogs
by whi ch such damage was done. After making diligent inquiry in
relation to such claim such apprai ser shall determ ne whet her
any damage has been sustained and the anmount thereof, and, if
possi bl e, who was the owner of the dog or dogs by which such
damage was done. |If the owner of the dog or the owner of the
livestock or poultry does not agree as to the amount of damage
al l oned by the appraiser, the owner requesting the appraisal and

t he apprai ser may appoint a disinterested qualified citizen to
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assist in determning the anbunt of danage sustai ned. For such
services, the said disinterested citizens shall receive
appropriate conpensati on which shall be paid by the owner
requesting the appraisal. Any owner or keeper of such dog or
dogs, except in the case of rabies, shall be |liable to the
Commonweal th for the damages paid by the Comonweal th and the
costs incurred as hereinafter provided. There shall be a maxi mum
al l owabl e claimloss on each occurrence of $10,000 per ani nal;
however, in no instance shall the paynent exceed 90% of the
appr ai sed val ue. The secretary shall pronul gate rul es and
regul ations to enforce the provisions of this section. Al
clainms shall be paid fromthe Dog Law Restricted Account.

(b) Excess damages.--I1f the owner of the |ivestock or
poultry [or donestic gane bird] feels that he has sustai ned
damages, including consequential and future damages, beyond the
anount of danmage as finally appraised or paid by the
Commonweal th, he may conmence a civil action for the excess
anount agai nst the owner or keeper of the dog by which such
damage was done. The recei pt of paynment fromthe owner of the
dog of the appraised amount or the receipt of paynent fromthe
Commonweal th shall not preclude such an action, but shall be
considered in determ ning the total anmount of damages sustai ned
and recover abl e.

Section 9. Section 702 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 702. Quarantines due to damages.

When the inhabitants of any city, borough, town or township,
or any part thereof, have suffered an excessive anount of danage
by dogs to livestock or poultry [or donestic gane birds], a
petition nmay be presented to the secretary, signed by 20 or nore

of such residents who are owners of |ivestock or poultry [or
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donmestic ganme birds], alleging such excessive damage and
requesting that a quarantine be placed on all dogs within the
l[imts of such city, borough, town or township, or such part
t hereof . Upon recei pt of such petition, the secretary nay,
through his State dog wardens, have an investigation made of the
facts alleged therein and, if convinced that condition in such
city, borough, town or township, or such designated area, denmand
such stringent neasures, he may establish a dog control
guar anti ne therein. Wen such quarantine is established, at
| east ten notices thereof shall be posted through the area
affected thereby and notice thereof shall also be published in
at | east one issue of a newspaper of general circulation
t hroughout such city, borough, town or township. It shall be
unl awful for any person, residing in the area affected by such
guarantine, to permt a dog, owned or harbored by himto run at
| arge in such quarantined area, or to |l eave the prem ses where
it is kept, unless acconpani ed by and under the control of
himsel f or a handler. Any police officer or State dog warden may
kill any dog running at large in a quarantined area, in
vi ol ation of such quarantine, without any liability for damages
for such killing.

Section 10. Section 703 of the act, anmended May 16, 1986
(P.L.194, No.59), is anended to read:
Section 703. Paynments of clainms out of Dog Law Restricted

Account; rights against dog owners inuring to the
Commonweal t h.

The owner of any dog or dogs known to have caused any danage
to livestock[,] or poultry [or domestic ganme birds] shall be
liable for all damages and costs. |If the owner cannot be found

or is unknown, then the secretary shall issue a requisition for
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t he paynment of the anmount of the allowable claim All such
paynents shall be fromfunds in the Dog Law Restricted Account.
No paynment shall be nmade for any item which has al ready been
paid by the claimant's insurance carrier. The claimant shal
certify to the departnent that he has not received paynent for
any damages under section 701(a) by any person. Upon paynent by
the State of damages under section 701(a), the rights of the
owner of such |ivestock[,] or poultry [or domestic game bird]
agai nst the owner of the dog or dogs causing the danages shall,
to the extent of the danages so paid, inure to the benefit of
t he Commonweal t h.

Section 11. Section 706 of the act, added May 13, 1988
(P.L.396, No.63), is anended to read:
Section 706. Danages caused by coyotes; conplaints; liability.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wenever any person sustains any | oss by
coyote to livestock or poultry[, or to gane birds raised in
captivity,] and while confined within a field or other
encl osure, provided that the enclosure is adequate for the
pur pose i ntended, such person or his agent or attorney nay,
i medi ately after the damage was done, conplain to a State dog
war den or enpl oyee of the departnment and nay nmeke application to
t he departnent for reinbursenent of such |oss or damage. The
conplaint shall be in witing, shall be signed by the person
maki ng the conplaint and shall state when, where and how t he
damage was done. Upon receipt of such notice, the State dog
war den shall at once exam ne the place where the alleged | oss
was sustained and the livestock or poultry [or domestic gane
bird] injured or killed. The State dog warden nmay exani ne under
oath or affirmation any witness called before him After making

diligent inquiry in relation to such claim the investigating
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of ficer shall determ ne whether any danage has been sustai ned
and the amount of the damage. If the owner of the livestock or
poultry [or donestic ganme bird] does not agree as to the anount
of danmage all owed by the appraiser, the owner requesting the
apprai sal and the apprai ser may appoi nt a di sinterested
qualified citizen to assist in determ ning the amount of damage
sust ai ned. For such services, the said disinterested citizen
shal | receive appropriate conpensation which shall be paid by
t he owner requesting the appraisal. There shall be a maxi mum
al l owabl e claimloss on each occurrence of $10,000 per ani nal;
however, in no instance shall the paynment exceed 90% of the
apprai sed value. Al clains shall be paid fromthe Dog Law
Restricted Account; however, in no instance shall the sumtotal
of paid clains for the purpose of this section exceed $20, 000
per annum The secretary shall have the power to promnul gate such
rul es and regul ati ons as may be necessary to inplenment this
secti on.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"coyote"
nmeans the genus and speci es known as canis |atrans.

Section 12. Section 901 of the act, anmended May 31, 1990
(P.L.213, No.46), is anended to read:
Section 901. Enforcenent of this act by the [Secretary of

Agriculture] secretary; provisions for
i nspecti ons.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The secretary, through State dog wardens,

enpl oyees of the departnent [and], police officers[,] and ani nal

control officers shall be charged with the general enforcenent

of this law. The secretary nay enploy all proper neans for the
enforcenent of this act and may enter into agreenments with | ocal

agenci es and organi zations for the purpose of dog control. State
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dog wardens and enpl oyees of the departnment are hereby
authorized to enter upon the prem ses of any persons for the
pur pose of investigation. A dog warden may enter into a hone or
other building only with the perm ssion of the occupant or with

a duly issued search warrant.

(b) Training for dog wardens and ani nmal control officers.--
The secretary shall establish training requirenments for dog

war dens and ani mal control officers which shall include dog

handl i ng and humane capture, prelimnary recognition of dog
pat hol ogy, know edge of proper dog sanitation and shelter and
dog | aw enforcenent.

(c) Advisory board.--The secretary shall appoint a Dog Law
Advi sory Board to advise himin the adm nistration of this act.
The board shall consist of one representative fromeach of the
foll ow ng: Pennsyl vania Veterinarian Medi cal Association,
Federation of Humane Societies, Sportsnmen's Association, dog
cl ubs, animal research establishnents, dog deal ers, Pennsyl vania
Farmers Association, State G ange, |anb and wool growers and
poultry farmers associations. The board shall be chaired by the
secretary or his designee and shall convene when called by the
secretary.

Section 13. Section 1201 of the act is amended to read:
Section 1201. Applicability to cities of the first class,

second cl ass [and], second class A and cities of

the third class that enpl oy ani nal control

officers.
Insofar as this act provides for the individual |icensing of
dogs and the paynent of damages for |ivestock or poultry injured
by dogs or for licensed dogs illegally killed, it shall not

apply to cities of the first class, second class [and], second
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class A and cities of the third class that enpl oy ani nal control

officers. Such individual dog licensing and paynent of danmages

incities of the first class, second class [and], second class A

and cities of the third class that enpl oy ani mal contr ol

of ficers shall continue to be carried on under the provisions of

exi sting | aws.
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Section 14. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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