PRINTER S N0 1762

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1500 *555”

| NTRODUCED BY FOX, NAHI LL, KUKOVI CH, SAURMAN, BOYES, JARCLI N,
WLSON, WLLIAMS, LAUGHLIN, TRELLO, d G.IOITl, TIGUE,
ANGSTADT, COVNELL, FREIND, KASUNI C, BUNT, HECKLER, RITTER
DeLUCA, BATTI STO, CARLSON, SERAFINI, E. Z. TAYLOR M CQOZZI E,
SEMVEL, KAI SER, STEELMAN, ADCLPH, MCALL, DENT, CORRI GAN,
ALLEN, PETRARCA, OLASZ, STAIRS, JAMES, MARSI CO | TKI N
DURHAM MRKONI C, GEORGE, WAMBACH, STABACK, HALUSKA, GERLACH,
JOHNSQON, VROON, ARMSTRONG, HAYDEN, FLEAGLE, CARONE, JOSEPHS
PERZEL, GANNCN, M GEEHAN, MERRY, SURRA, Cl VERA, HARLEY, VEON
FREEMAN, O BRI EN, RUDY, WOGAN, CLYMER, FAI RCHI LD, HERVAN
ARNCLD, DEMPSEY, ARGALL, RAYMOND, MAYERN K, HESS, GEl ST,
CESSAR, HAGARTY, PETRONE, STURLA, CORNELL, BELARDI,
COLAFELLA, J. TAYLOR, FARGO AND MELI O, JUNE 3, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, JUNE 3, 1991
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing a Tel ephone Reassurance Program providing for
grants; and inposing duties on the Departnment of Aging.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Tel ephone
Reassur ance Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly to encourage and
pronote the establishment of new, and the expansi on of existing,
t el ephone reassurance prograns by providing grants to area

agenci es on agi ng based on need.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Cash contribution.” A contribution consisting of funds.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging of the Comonweal th.

"In-kind contribution.”™ A contribution consisting of
exi sting resources, including, but not limted to, volunteers,
bui | di ngs or equi pnent.

"Participant.” A senior citizen or permanently disabl ed
person, as defined by this act, who is eligible for services
pursuant to this act.

"Permanent |y di sabl ed person.”™ A person 18 years of age or
ol der who is a resident of this Comonweal th and who has nent al
or physical limtations, or both, which restrict the ability to
carry out activities of daily living.

"Program " The Tel ephone Reassurance Program as established
by this act.

"Provider." An area agency on aging or a public, private or
nonprofit organi zation or agency which operates a tel ephone
reassurance program pursuant to this act.

"Senior citizen." A person 60 years of age or older who is a
resi dent of this Conmonwealt h.

Section 4. Tel ephone Reassurance Program

(a) Programcreated.--There is hereby created a Tel ephone
Reassurance Program This program shall be designed to provide
mat chi ng grants to area agencies on aging for the establishnment
or operation, or both, of telephone reassurance prograns for the
pur pose of maintaining a daily tel ephone contact via operators,

vol unt eers whenever possible, with senior citizens and
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per manent |y di sabl ed persons who |ive alone or with a senior
citizen who lives with one or nore permanently di sabl ed persons.

(b) Operation.--Individual telephone reassurance prograns
shall be operated in a nmanner that ensures daily contact, during
hours established by the provider, between the participant and
the provider and that further ensures that, when contact is not
made with the participant, contact will be made with an
al ternate person designated by the participant, for the purpose
of visiting the participant's residence to confirmthe
participant's safety. In the event the safety of the partici pant
is not confirmed, individual tel ephone reassurance prograns
shall ensure that appropriate | aw enforcenent or energency
nmedi cal service personnel are notified. The provider at al
times shall receive incomng tel ephone calls nade by
partici pants, unless alternate arrangenents are nmade i n advance
bet ween the provider and the partici pant.

Section 5. Allocation of grants.

The departnent shall allocate funds appropriated pursuant to
this act in the formof matching grants only to those area
agenci es on agi ng requesting funding. The grants shall match the
total dollar anmount of cash contributions and in-kind
contributions nade by the provider. However, no grant shal
exceed the area agency on aging' s standard all ocation determ ned
in accordance with the departnent's allocation formula as
outlined in the State plan devel oped pursuant to section 2210-
A(a) of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as the
Adm ni strative Code of 1929, and the O der Americans Act of 1965
(Public Law 89-73, 42 U.S.C. 8 3001 et seq.).

Section 6. Powers and duties of area agencies on aging.

(a) Service provider selection.--Area agencies on agi ng nmay
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provi de services directly or enter into an agreenent with a
public, private or nonprofit organi zation or agency for the
provi si on of services.

(b) Already existing program--In the event tel ephone
reassurance services are currently being provided in the
pl anni ng and service area of an area agency on agi ng receiVing
funds pursuant to this act, the area agency on agi ng shall give
priority to the provider of these services when making a
determination as to the provision of services.

(c) Volunteers.--Area agencies on aging shall pronote the
use of vol unteers whenever possible.

(d) Program pronotion.--Area agenci es on aging shall pronote
t he provision of outreach services through tel ephone reassurance
prograns whenever possi bl e.

Section 7. Powers and duties of departnent.

(a) Volunteer guidelines.--The departnent shall establish
gui delines for use as a nodel for the training of volunteers
wor ki ng in tel ephone reassurance prograns.

(b) Programrul es and regul ations. --The departnent shal
have the power to pronulgate the rules and regul ati ons necessary
to carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 8. Eligibility.

Only those senior citizens and pernmanently di sabl ed persons
who |ive alone or a senior citizen who lives with one or nore
per manent |y di sabl ed persons shall be eligible for services
provi ded t hrough this act.

Section 9. Services not nandat ed.
In no way shall this act be interpreted as a mandate for the

provi si on of tel ephone reassurance by the area agencies on

agi ng.
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1 Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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