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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 142555

| NTRODUCED BY HAGARTY, BLAUM NAHI LL, CALTAG RONE, DALEY,
KGSI NSKI', ANGSTADT, KRUSZEWBKI, J. TAYLOR, HECKLER, LaGROITA,
SEMVEL, HERMAN, | TKIN, BARLEY, FLEAGLE, DeLUCA, LUCYK
PH LLI PS, BATTI STO, GERLACH, PETRONE, WAMBACH, BELARDI,
CORNELL, E. Z. TAYLOR, MELI O HARPER, M CHLOVIC, M COZZIE,
FARMER, STABACK, GODSHALL, A GIOITI, STEELMAN, D. W SNYDER,
Pl STELLA, GRUPPO, SERAFI NI, BUNT, ClIVERA, SURRA, KING
BUTKOVI TZ, STURLA, RI TTER AND TELEK, MAY 29, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND YOUTH, MNAY 29, 1991
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol idated Statutes, further defining "child abuse"; and

provi ding for court-ordered nedical intervention.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "child abuse" in section 6303
of Title 23 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dated Statutes, added
Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L. , No.206), is anended to read:

§ 6303. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Child abuse.” Serious physical or nental injury which is

not expl ai ned by the avail abl e nedical history as being

acci dental, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or serious
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physi cal neglect of a child under 18 years of age if the injury,
abuse or negl ect has been caused by the acts or om ssions of the
child s parents or by a person responsible for the child' s

wel fare, or any individual residing in the same hone as the
child, or a paranour of the child' s parent. No child shall be
deened to be physically or nentally abused [for the sole reason
the child is in good faith being furnished treatnment by
spiritual neans through prayer alone in accordance with the
tenets and practices of a recognized church or religious

denom nation by an accredited practitioner thereof or is not
provi ded specified nmedical treatnment in the practice of
religious beliefs, or] solely on the grounds of environnental
factors which are beyond the control of the person responsible
for the welfare of the child such as inadequate housing,

furni shings, incone, clothing and nedical care. In relation to

failure to provide nedical care based on religious belief, this

definition is subject to the provisions of section 6368.1

(relating to procedures for failure to provide nedical care

based on religi ous beliefs).

* * %

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6368. 1. Procedures for failure to provide nedi cal care based

on religious beliefs.

If, upon its investigation, child protective services

deternines that child abuse has resulted froma child not being

provi ded needed nedi cal or surgical care because of the

seriously held religious beliefs of the child's parents,

guardi an or caretaker, which beliefs are consistent with those

of a bona fide religion, the child protective servi ces shal

closely nonitor the child and shall seek court-ordered nedical
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i ntervention. In cases of such religi ous circunstances:

(1) all correspondence with a subject of the report

shall not reference "child abuse" and shall acknow edge the

reliqgious basis for the child's condition;

county shall be promnently marked "religi ous circunstances";

(3) records marked as "religi ous circunstances" shal

not be considered to be founded or indicated reports for

1
2
3
4
5 (2) all records mmintained by the departnent or the
6
7
8
9

pur poses of section 6344(b)(2) (relating to i nformati on

10 relating to prospective child-care personnel): and

11 (4) in all other respects, all the provisions of this

12 chapter shall fully apply.

13 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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