PRINTER S N0 1650

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1417 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, SAURMAN, FARGO, ULI ANA, PETRONE, BELFANTI
GANNCN, CEI'ST, FOX;, M N WRI GHT, KING HARPER, RI TTER
HALUSKA, LAWESS, JOHNSON, NOYE, TRELLO, WOGAN, KENNEY,
NAHI LL, BILLOW BELARDI, ANGSTADT, THOVAS, LAUGHLI N
KRUSZEWSKI , SEMVEL AND J. TAYLOR, MAY 15, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 15, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare aws of the Commonweal th," providing for a personal
needs al |l owance for recipients of nedical assistance who
reside in institutions.

Federal regulations inplenmented by the Departnment of Public
Wel fare require all gross incone of institutionalized persons to
be used toward their cost of care. Medical assistance recipient
residents of institutions who claimproperty tax or rent rebates
must now turn the rebate over to the institution instead of
keeping it as they previously had. Therefore, to offset the
| oss, the personal needs all owance which the residents nmay
retain fromtheir own nonthly income should be increased; and a
statutory base in Pennsylvania for the personal needs all owance
shoul d be establi shed.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 443.1 of the act of June 13, 1967
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(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code, anmended July
15, 1976 (P.L.993, No.202), is anmended to read:

Section 443.1. Medical Assistance Paynents for Institutional
Care.--The follow ng nedi cal assistance paynents shall be nade
in behalf of eligible persons whose institutional care is
prescri bed by physicians:

(1) The reasonabl e cost of inpatient hospital care, as
speci fied by regul ati ons of the departnent adopted under Title
XI X of the Federal Social Security Act and certified to the
departnment by the Auditor Ceneral for a bed patient on a
conti nuous twenty-four hour a day basis in a nulti bed
accommodati on of a hospital, exclusive of a hospital or distinct
part of a hospital wherein twenty-five percent of patients
remain six nonths or nore. To be eligible for such paynents a
hospital nust be qualified to participate under Title Xl X of the
Federal Social Security Act and have entered into a witten
agreenent with the departnent regarding natters designated by
the secretary as necessary to efficient adm nistration, such as
hospital utilization, nmaintenance of proper cost accounting
records and access to patients' records. Such efficient
adm nistration shall require the departnent to permt
participating hospitals to utilize the sanme fiscal internediary
for this Title XI X program as such hospitals use for the Title
XVITl program

(2) The cost of skilled nursing and internedi ate nursing
care in State-owned geriatric centers, institutions for the
mentally retarded, institutions for the nentally ill, and in
county homes which neet the State and Federal requirenments for
participation under Title XIX of the Federal Social Security Act

and which are approved by the departnent. This cost in county
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homes shall be as specified by the regul ations of the departnent
adopted under Title XI X of the Federal Social Security Act and
certified to the departnent by the Auditor Ceneral; el sewhere
the cost shall be determ ned by the departnent;

(3) Rates on a cost-related basis established by the
departrment for skilled nursing home or internmediate care in a
non- publ i ¢ nursing home, when furnished by a nursing hone
I icensed or approved by the departnent and qualified to
participate under Title XIX of the Federal Social Security Act;

(4) The cost of care in any nental hospital or in a public
t ubercul osis hospital. To be eligible for such paynents a
hospital nust be qualified to participate under Title Xl X of the
Federal Social Security Act and have entered into a witten
agreenent with the departnent regarding natters designated by
the secretary as necessary to efficient adm nistration, such as
hospital utilization, nmaintenance of proper cost accounting
records and access to patients' records. Care in a private
mental hospital shall be limted to sixty days in a benefit
period. Only persons aged twenty-one years or under and aged
sixty-five years or older shall be eligible for care in a public
mental or tubercul osis hospital. This cost shall be the
reasonabl e cost, as determ ned by the departnent for a State
institution or as specified by regulations of the departnment
adopted under Title XI X of the Federal Social Security Act and
certified to the departnent by the Auditor CGeneral for county
and non-public institutions[.]

(5) Medical assistance funded patients and residents in

skilled nursing and i nternedi ate care facilities, institutions

for the nentally retarded, institutions for the nentally ill,

and in county hones shall be pernmitted to retain a m ni num of
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1 sixty dollars ($60) per nonth of their own i ncone to neet

2 personal needs.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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