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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1295 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LANGIRY, HAGARTY, JOSEPHS, FARVER, LAUGHLI N,
HARPER, E. Z. TAYLOR, STEELMAN, W LSON, MARKGOSEK, BUSH,
FARGO, NOYE, McGEEHAN, HERMAN, COLAI ZZO, PESCI, BATTI STQ,
CAWLEY, SCRI MENTI, ULI ANA, JAMES, GODSHALL, CORRI GAN,
RAYMOND, OLASZ, BUNT, TANGRETTI, RI CHARDSON, MRKONI C, FOX,
TRELLO, HANNA, VEON AND M CHLOVI C, MAY 6, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, NMAY 6, 1991

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for use of force by battered
per sons.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 505. 1. Use of force by battered persons.

(a) Battered person syndrone.--The battered person syndrone

is hereby recogni zed to be a matter of commpbnly accept ed

scientific know edge and beyond the ordi nary know edge or

experi ence of a person who is a nenber of the general popul ace.

(b) Battered person defense.--If a person is charged with an

of fense involving the use of force agai nst another and the

person, as a defense to the offense charqged, raises the

affirmati ve defense of use of force in self-protecti on, under




section 505 (relating to use of force in self-protection), the

person nay i ntroduce expert testinony of the battered person

syndrone and expert testinony that the person suffered fromthat

syndrone as evidence to establish the requisite belief of an

i mm nent danger of death, serious bodily injury, kidnapping or

sexual intercourse conpelled by force or threat.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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