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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 110355

I NTRODUCED BY FREEMAN, McHUGH, SCHULER, COHEN, VEON, Bl LLOW
PI STELLA, WOZNI AK, MELI O, DALEY, HERVAN, KOSI NSKI, ARGALL,
LAUGHLI N, I TKIN, McCALL, STURLA, TIGUE AND BATTI STG,

APRIL 10, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COMM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 14, 1991
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vania Heritage Affairs Comm ssion and
prescribing its powers and duties; and providing for a

director of State felk FCOLKLI FE prograns and the Felk <—
FOLKLI FE Advi sory Counci | . <—

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) This Commonweal th has historically served as a
homel and for people fromnations of the world seeking a new
life in freedomand dignity.

(2) These peoples and their succeedi ng generati ons have
made worthy contributions to the devel opnent and growt h of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(3) The Conmonweal th recognizes its responsibility to
foster the awareness, understandi ng and appreciation of the
many and varied contributions to the quality of Iife nade by
its diverse ethnic comunities.

(4) The values and beliefs of this Comonweal th's nany

ethnic communities shape and affect public and private life.



1 (5) It isinthe public interest for the Commonweal th
2 and its citizens to develop prograns to identify, conserve
3 and perpetuate the diverse cultural and ethnic heritage of
4 this Coormonwealth and to pronote greater awareness and

5 understanding for the education, inspiration and the general
6 public welfare of all the people, including future

7 generati ons.

8 (6) Both the Commonwealth and its diverse popul ation

9 have a vital interest in pronoting ethnic understanding for
10 their nutual benefit and in providing a unity of purpose.

11 (7) It isinthe interest of the Commpnwealth and its
12 citizens to be aware of cultural heritage as a key elenent in
13 public policy, its planning and program devel opnent.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

15 hereby enacts as foll ows:

16 Section 1. Short title.

17 This act shall be known and may be cited as the Heritage

18 Affairs Act.

19 Section 2. Definitions.

20 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
21 have the meanings given to themin this section unless the

22 context clearly indicates otherw se:

23 "Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Heritage Affairs Conm ssion.
24 "Cul tural heritage." The traditional expressive culture

25 within the various groups in this Commonweal th, including

26 famlial, ethnic, occupational, religious and regional groups.
27 Expressive culture consists of a wi de range of creative and

28 synbolic forms, including, but not limted to, custom belief,
29 technical skill, language, literature, art, architecture, nusic,
30 play, dance, dramm, ritual, pageantry and handicrafts. These
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expressions are nainly learned orally, by imtation or in
performance and are generally mai ntained without benefit of
formal instruction or institutional direction. Cultural heritage
enconpasses the values, beliefs and community structures that
underlie its expression.
Section 3. Pennsylvania Heritage Affairs Conm ssion.

(a) Menbership.--The Pennsylvania Heritage Affairs
Commi ssion is established within the Departnent of Comunity
Affairs. The conmi ssion shall consist of:

(1) Not less than 37 citizens of this Comopnweal t h who
shall be appointed by the Governor upon denonstrated support
fromethnic community organi zati ons. These nenbers shall be
broadly representative of the ethnic communities within this
Commonweal t h.

(2) N ne citizens of this Conmmonweal th who shall be
appoi nted by the Governor as at-|arge nenbers.

(3) Four nenbers who shall be appointed fromthe General
Assenbly in the foll ow ng manner:

(i) two nenbers of the Senate, one fromthe majority
party appointed by the President pro tenpore, and one
fromthe mnority party appointed by the Mnority Leader;
and

(1i) tw nmenbers of the House of Representatives,
one fromthe majority party appointed by the Speaker of
t he House and one fromthe mnority party appointed by
the Mnority Leader.

(4) The Lieutenant Governor who shall serve as the
chai rperson of the conm ssion and executive commttee. The
chai rperson shall not be a voting nenber of the comm ssion.

(5) Representatives of State departnents or agenci es who
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may be designated by the Governor as ex officio nmenbers.
(b) Executive commttee.--The at-large nenbers and the
| egi sl ative nmenbers shall constitute an executive commttee

responsi bl e for the ongoi ng prograns of the comm ssion under the

1

2

3

4

5 direction of the executive director.

6 (c) Terms.--Menbers shall serve for two years. The terns of

7 legislative nmenbers shall correspond with the begi nning and

8 <close of each regular session of the General Assenbly.

9 (d) Vacancies.--Appointnments to fill vacancies created by
10 the resignation, renoval or death of a menber shall be for the
11 unexpired termof the vacancy.

12 (e) Quorum--A mgjority of the nmenbers shall constitute a
13 quorum for conducting official business of the comm ssion.

14 (f) Conpensation.--Mnbers of the comm ssion and its

15 advisory councils shall serve w thout salary or conpensati on,
16 other than reinbursenent for actual and necessary expenses

17 incurred while attending official neetings or perform ng other
18 official functions in accordance with procedures established by

19 the Executive Board.

20 Section 4. Powers and duties of conm ssion.

21 The conmi ssion shall

22 (1) Coordinate governnment prograns and activities

23 relating to or affecting ethnic groups, individuals,

24 organi zations, institutions or communities in general,

25 i ncluding their social, econom c, educational and cultural

26 concerns.

27 (2) Assist governnent agenci es and nongover nment

28 organi zati ons in understandi ng unique cultural traditions

29 when provi di ng hunman services and health care to ethnic

30 groups, individuals, organizations or conmunities in general.
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1 (3) Assist governnent agenci es and nongover nment

2 organi zations to avoid unnecessary disruption and mtigate

3 t he possi bl e negative inpact of prograns and projects on the
4 cultural heritage of this Comonwealth.

5 (4) Assist governnent agenci es and nongover nment

6 organi zations to address and reduce ethnic tension and crines
7 notivated by hatred toward the race, color, religion or

8 national origin of another individual or group of individuals
9 in this Commonweal t h.

10 (5) Conmenorate historical events and officially

11 recogni ze acconplishnents and contributions to this

12 Commonweal th by individuals or organizations within the

13 et hnic communities of this Comobnweal t h.

14 (6) Sponsor and pronote events and projects that wll

15 i ncrease the public's know edge and appreciation of the

16 di verse cultural heritage of this Conmonwealt h.

17 (7) Establish and maintain associations with ethnic

18 organi zati ons and associ ations in this Comonweal th.

19 (8) Provide technical and financial assistance to public
20 agenci es and private organi zati ons engaged in ethnic or
21 cul tural awareness activities.
22 (9) Solicit, receive and utilize funds from public or
23 private sources to pronote awareness of the ethnic and
24 cultural heritage of this Comonwealth.
25 (10) Establish advisory councils as appropriate to
26 provi de specialized expertise to the comm ssion and its
27 staff.
28 (11) Meet at the call of the chairperson
29 (12) Adopt appropriate procedures for the inplenentation
30 of this act.
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Section 5. Executive director.

The conmi ssion shall have an executive director, to be
appoi nted by the Executive Conmittee to adm ni ster the prograns
of the comm ssion and ot her personnel as may be necessary to
assi st the executive director and the conm ssion. The executive
director shall have a denonstrated sensitivity toward cultura
conservati on and conpetence in admnistrative procedures.
Section 6. Director of State felk FOLKLI FE prograns.

To aid the conservation of the diverse cultural heritage of
this Coomonwealth, a director of State felk FOLKLI FE prograns
shall be appointed by the executive director of the conm ssion
upon reconmendati on of the Felk FOLKLI FE Advi sory Council. The
director of State felk FCOLKLI FE prograns shall serve as a
resource and as a catalyst to individuals, organizations and
comuni ties throughout this Commonweal th who seek to preserve
and present their cultural heritage to the general public. The
director of State felk FCOLKLI FE prograns shall seek appropriate
means for docunentation, presentation and interpretation of the
di verse felk FOLKLI FE cultural traditions of this Commonweal th.
Section 7. Feltk FOLKLI FE Advi sory Counci |l .

(a) Appointnent.--Upon recommendati on by the executive
commttee and the executive director, the Governor shall appoint
specialists in ethnic and felk FOLKLI FE cul tural studies and
programm ng to serve on the Felk FOLKLI FE Advi sory Council which
shall advise the director of State felk FOLKLI FE prograrns.

(b) Menbership.--The council shall be conposed of 11
menbers, reflecting a broad geographic distribution within this
Conmonweal t h.

(c) Terms.--Council nmenbers shall serve for a period of two

years.
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1 (d) Chairperson.--A chairperson shall be chosen by a

2 mjority vote of the advisory council nmenbers present at a
3 regularly schedul ed neeti ng.

4 Section 8. Interagency cooperation.

5 Staff and resources in the various State agencies are

6 directed to cooperate with and assist the conmi ssion in

7 fulfilling its duties at the request of the conm ssion's

8 chairperson

9 Section 9. Allocation of appropriations.
10 Appropriations to the conm ssion shall be allocated to the
11 general governnent operations fund of the Departnent of
12 Community Affairs.
13 Section 10. Effective date.
14 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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