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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 983 =

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, DeWEESE, ROBI NSQN, STISH, ARMSTRONG
JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, CAPPABI ANCA, LESCOVI TZ, COLAlI ZZQ
KRUSZEWSKI , ARGALL, SAURMAN, MELI O KUKOVI CH, M HALI CH,
KCSI NSKI, BELARDI , LEVDANSKY, MJUNDY, OLASZ, RI CHARDSON
LI NTON, THOVAS, MAIALE, HUGHES, NAHI LL, CI VERA, BILLOW
TELEK, VROON, HASAY, JAMES, BUNT, MNALLY AND Q@ GLI OTTI
APRIL 3, 1991

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 3, 1991

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” providing for the nodernization of election

12 equi pnent upon the approval of the electors of counties; and
13 providing for grants to counties for a portion of the cost.

14 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

15 hereby enacts as foll ows:

16 Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
17 as the Pennsylvania Election Code, is amended by addi ng an

18 article to read:

19 ARTICLE XVII-A

20 Moder ni zati on of El ecti on Equi pnent

21 Section 1701-A. Authorization of Electronic Voting System
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Use.--Any county may, by a npjority vote of its qualified

regi stered el ectors voting thereon, cast at any primary or

el ection, authorize and direct the county board of elections to

use an el ectronic voti ng system approved and certified by the

Secretary of the Commbnweal t h.

Section 1702-A. Pl aci ng Question on Ballot.--(a) The county

el ecti on board may, upon their own notion, or shall, upon the

filing of a petition with them signed by qualified el ectors of

the county equal in nunber to at |least ten (10) per centum of

the total nunber of electors who voted in the county at the

precedi ng general or nunicipal election, submt to the qualified

regi stered el ectors of the county, at the next primary or

el ection, the question "Shall an el ectronic voting system be

used at polling places in the county of "

(b)Y The county board shall cause the said guestion to be

submtted at the primary or el ection, in accordance with the

provisions of this act relating to el ecti ons.

(c) The election on said question shall be held at the

pl aces, during the hours, and under the requl ati ons, provi ded by

| aw for holding primaries and el ecti ons, and shall be conducted

by the el ection officers provided by | aw to conduct such

el ections. The election officers shall count the votes cast at

the el ections on said question, and shall make return thereof to

the county el ection board of the county, as required by | aw.

Said returns shall be conputed by the county el ecti on board, or

other return board, and, when so conputed, a certificate of the

total nunmber of electors voting "Yes" and of the total nunber of

el ectors voting "No" on such question shall be filed in the

office of the county el ecti on board, and copi es thereof,

certified by the county el ection board, shall forthwith be
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furni shed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth and to the county

conmmi ssioners or other appropriate authority of the county.

(d) If a mpjority of the electors of any county voti ng on

such question shall vote agai nst the gquestion, said question

shall not again be submtted to the voters of such county within

a period of one hundred three (103) weeks.

(e) Whenever, under the provisions of this act, the question

of the noderni zati on of el ection equi pnent is to be subnmitted to

the el ectors of any county, the county board of el ections shal

publici ze, denpnstrate and informthe electors of the county of

the specific electronic system proposed to be used, and i nform

the electors that fifty (50) per centum of the approved cost

thereof will be paid to the county by a grant fromthe

Commpnweal t h.

Section 1703-A. Action on Approval by Electors.--1f a

majority of the qualified regi stered el ectors voting on the

question in any county vote in favor of the use of an el ectronic

voting system the county board of el ections of that county

shall prepare a plan describing the installation of the

el ectronic election systemit proposes to use in such form and

wi th such expl anation as may be required by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th and subnit the plan together with an application

for a grant for paynent of a portion of the cost thereof to the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th. The application shall be nade on

a form prepared and furni shed by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal t h.

Section 1704-A. Gants.--Upon application froma county, the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th shall award to the county a grant

in the anpunt of fifty (50) per centum of the cost of projects

for noderni zati on of el ecti on equi pnent set forth in the pl an
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which is approved by the secretary.

Secti on 1705-A. Install ati on. --Upon recei pt of a grant as

provided for in section 1704-A, the county board of el ections

shall pronptly undertake the approved projects for install ation

of an electronic voting system The portion of the cost of the

install ati on beyond the grant received fromthe Secretary of the

Commpbnweal th shall be borne by the county.

Section 2. The sum of $10, 000, 000, or as much thereof as may
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be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of State
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for use by the Secretary of the Commonwealth in making grants
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aut hori zed by this act.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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