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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 957 =55

I NTRODUCED BY FREI ND, BOYES, FAIRCH LD, O BRI EN, HAGARTY,
CALTAG RONE, ANGSTADT, GODSHALL, MERRY, STRI TTMATTER
ARMSTRONG, CAWLEY, TRELLO, RAYMOND, VROON, NAHI LL, BELARDI,
GAMBLE, BARLEY, HECKLER, CLARK, CESSAR, GEI ST, SAURMAN, NOYE
JOHNSQON, DEMPSEY, E. Z. TAYLOR, KENNEY, GERLACH, MELI G
FLI CK, PETRARCA, KOSI NSKI, FARGO, G SNYDER, CLYMER, BATTI STO
AND KING APRIL 2, 1991

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 2, 1991
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, establishing trial by jury as a substantive

right.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 10(c) of Article V be anended to read:
§ 10. Judicial adm nistration.

* x *

(c) The Suprene Court shall have the power to prescribe
general rules governing practice, procedure and the conduct of
all courts, justices of the peace and all officers serving

process or enforcing orders, judgnments or decrees of any court

or justice of the peace, including the power to provide for
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assi gnment and reassi gnnent of classes of actions or classes of
appeal s anong the several courts as the needs of justice shal
require, and for adm ssion to the bar and to practice |aw, and
the adm nistration of all courts and supervision of all officers
of the Judicial Branch, if such rules are consistent with this
Constitution and neither abridge, enlarge nor nodify the
substantive rights of any litigant, nor affect the right of the
CGeneral Assenbly to determine the jurisdiction of any court or
justice of the peace, nor suspend nor alter any statute of

[imtation or repose. In crimnal comon pleas court cases, the

Commpnweal th and the defendant shall have a right to a trial by

jury. Al laws shall be suspended to the extent that they are

i nconsistent with rules prescribed under these provisions.
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