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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 454 =35
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 16, 1986 (P.L.1621, No.184),
entitled "An act establishing and i nposing powers and duties
on the Ofice for the Deaf and Hearing Inpaired in the

Depart ment of Labor and Industry; and establishing and

provi di ng powers and duties for the Advisory Council for the

Deaf and Hearing Inpaired in the Departnent of Labor and

I ndustry,” providing for devices for the hearing-inpaired and

speech-i npaired; inposing powers and duties on the

Pennsyl vania Public Uility Comm ssion; and inposing a rate

sur char ge.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Decenber 16, 1986 (P.L.1621, No.184),
entitled "An act establishing and i nposing powers and duties on
the Ofice for the Deaf and Hearing Inpaired in the Departnent
of Labor and Industry; and establishing and providi ng powers and
duties for the Advisory Council for the Deaf and Heari ng
Inpaired in the Departnent of Labor and Industry,” is anended by

addi ng sections to read:
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Section 1.1. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neani ngs given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Braille tel econmuni cati on device." A typewiter with a

braille keyboard and with the capability to conmmuni cate the

i nformati on typed onto the keyboard by electronically

transmtting the data, in braille, to another person.

"Deaf -blind." Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the

better eye with corrective | enses or central acuity greater than

20/ 200 if a peripheral dianeter of the visual field subtends an

anqul ar di stance no greater than 20 degrees; and either a

chronic hearing i npairnent so severe that npst speech cannot be

understood with opti num anplification, a speech discrimnation

score of 40% or less in the better ear, or both.

"Hearing-inpaired." A condition affecting the ability of a

person to hear and to use tel econmuni cati ons devi ces, as

evidenced by a certificate that | abels the person naned in the

certificate as deaf, deaf-blind or hard of heari ng.

"Speech-inpaired." A condition affecting the ability of a

person to speak and to use tel ecommuni cati ons devi ces, as

evidenced by a certificate that | abels the person naned in the

certificate as speech-i npaired.

"Tel econmuni cati ons devices for the hearing-inpai red and

speech-inpaired." A typewiter with a keyboard and with a

readabl e di splay that couples with the tel ephone to all ow

nmessages to be typed rather than spoken. The term i ncl udes

braille tel econmuni cati on devices and | arge print displ ays.

Section 4. 1. Est abl i shnent of a tel econmuni cati ons devi ce

di stri bution program
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1 (a) Director's powers and duties.--The Director of the

2 Ofice for the Deaf and Hearing Inpaired, with the cooperation
3 of other State agencies which deal with hearing-inpaired and

4 speech-inpaired persons, shall establish and adm nister a

5 Statewi de programto purchase and distribute tel ecommunication
6 devices for the hearing-inpaired and speech-inpaired. To this
7 end, the Director nay:

8 (1) Adopt criteria and publish rules and forns to

9 establish and inplenent the tel econmuni cati ons device

10 distribution programunder this section.

11 (2) Determne the anmount of noneys needed to fund the
12 t el econmuni cati ons device distribution programand give the
13 determ nation to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion.
14 (b) Inposition of rate surcharge.--The Pennsyl vania Public
15 Utility Conm ssion shall review the informati on and determ ne a
16 surcharge to be inposed on all access lines and identified

17 separately on the ratepayer's nonthly bill. Proceeds fromthe
18 surcharge shall be used exclusively to further the

19 tel econmunications device distribution program established under
20 this act.
21 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 1992.
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