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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 265 %5

I NTRODUCED BY M N. WRI GHT, FOX, GODSHALL, MELI O, COLAI ZZQ
JARCLI N, CORRI GAN, N CKOL, HAGARTY, REBER, FARMER, BILLOW
BUSH, HESS, W LSON, HANNA, JOSEPHS, CORNELL, BUNT,

E. Z. TAYLOR BISHOP, RI TTER, SERAFI N, BATTI STO, M GEEHAN
AND J. TAYLOR, FEBRUARY 5, 1991

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, FEBRUARY 5, 1991
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.926, No.369), entitled, as
anended, "An act for the protection of the public health by
regul ati ng the conduct and operation of public eating and
dri nking places within this Commonweal th; requiring their
licensing; inposing certain duties on the Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Resources of this Commonweal th and on the | ocal
heal th aut horities; and providing penalties,” prohibiting the
sale of certain food containers which are not degradabl e.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.926, No.369),
referred to as the Public Eating and Drinking Place Law, is
anended by adding a section to read:

Section 5.1. Degradabl e containers.--(a) On and after

January 1, 1992, no food or beverage shall be sold or offered

for sale in this Commponwealth in contai ners which are not

classified by the Departnent of Environnental Resources as

deqgr adabl e or recycl abl e.

(b)Y (1) A violation of this section constitutes a summary
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of fense puni shable by a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty

dollars ($250). Each day of violation shall constitute a

separ ate of f ense.

(2) Al npneys received fromfines i nposed for violations of

this section shall be deposited in the Recycling Fund

est abl i shed under section 706 of the act of July 28, 1988

(P.L.556, No.101) known as the "Minici pal Waste Pl anni nq,

Recycli ng and Waste Reduction Act."

(c) As used in this section, "degradabl e" neans nmateri al

t hat, upon exposure to natural elenents, is broken down by

bi ol ogi cal, chem cal, photochenical, or other physical processes

to a particle size and chem cal conposition that nay be

assin|ated harm essly and aesthetically into the environnent,

wi t hout | eaving a hazardous resi due or by-product.

"Recycl abl e" nmeans nmaterials whi ch woul d ot herwi se becone

solid waste and are capabl e of being coll ected, separated or

processed and returned to the econonmic nainstreamin the form of

raw naterials or products.

"Sold or offered for sale in this Commpbnweal th" neans al

sales of retailers |licensed under this act and, in the case of

manuf acturers, whol esal ers and distributors, all sal es of

products for use and consunption within this Commonweal th. |t

shall be presuned that all sales of manufacturers, whol esal ers

and distributors sold within this Commpnweal th are for use and

consunption within this Commonweal th unl ess t he manuf acturer,

whol esal er or distributor shows that the products are shi pped

out of State for out-of-State use.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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