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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 221 55

| NTRODUCED BY BATTI STO, COWELL, LANGTRY, COLAFELLA,
E. Z. TAYLOR ARGALL, TIGUE, TRELLO G&EI ST, STISH M HALICH
JOSEPHS, TANGRETTI, PISTELLA, VAN HORNE, DALEY, BELARDI,
SCHULER, LI NTON, PERZEL, CAPPABI ANCA, HERVAN, ROEBUCK
STABACK, SAURMAN, WOGAN, HAYDEN, LESCOVI TZ, FREEMAN, NAHI LL
D. R WRIGHI, COY, MELIO PRESTON, OLASZ, CAWEY, BUNT,
JOHNSQON, | TKI'N, ALLEN, PETRARCA, LAUGHLI N, CORRI GAN, M CALL
WOZNI AK AND SEMVEL, FEBRUARY 4, 1991

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 11, 1991
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a summer foreign | anguage
acadeny program for secondary school students throughout this

Commonweal t h; and providing for powers and duties of the

Depart ment of Educati on.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares that, due to the
demands of a very conpetitive world econony and vast
governmental changes in Europe along with the rapid advances in
t el ecommuni cati ons systens worldwi de, it is necessary to be able
to communi cate with people of diverse cultures in order to
successfully survive in a gl obal econonmy. The youth of Europe,
Asia and Africa are often fluent in several |anguages, whereas
the vast majority of American students speak and wite only
Engl i sh.

The Commonweal t h, through the Departnent of Education, has a

commtrment to the students of Pennsylvania to prepare themto
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neet the chall enges of the future.

It is the intention of the General Assenbly in enacting this
act to require the Departnent of Education to establish a
St at ewi de system of summer foreign | anguage acadeni es which w |
provi de students with concentrated instruction in certain
forei gn | anguages and acquaint themw th diverse cultures.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Foreign
Languages Acadeni es Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Student." A person who is enrolled in a public or private
secondary school in this Commonweal th and has conpl eted the 9th,
10th or 11th grade.

Section 3. Powers and duties of departnent.

(a) Establishnment of program --The departnent shal
establish a sunmer foreign | anguage acadeny program for students
in this Commonweal th. To the greatest extent possible, the
departnent shall work with the universities and colleges within
the State System of Hi gher Education, STATE- RELATED <—
UNI VERSI TI ES, | ocal school districts, internmediate units,
teachers and adm nistrators to devel op the adm nistrative and
acadeni c portions of the program Those students who are to

participate in the programshall be selected by the |ocal school
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1 districts.

2 (b) Conmencenent of program--At |east one sunmer foreign

3 | anguage acadeny shall be in operation by the summer of 199% <—

4 1992.

5 Section 4. Cuidelines.

6 The departnent shall, in the manner prescribed by | aw,

7 establish the guidelines necessary to carry out this act.

8 Section 5. Annual report.

9 The departnent shall prepare an annual report of the sumer
10 foreign | anguage acadeni es program whi ch shall be subnmitted to
11 the CGovernor, the Senate and the House of Representatives.

12 Section 6. Effective date.
13 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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