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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 41  *=%5°

| NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, MERRY, NOYE, E. Z. TAYLOR, TRELLO, BILLOW
G Gl OrTl, HALUSKA, BELFANTI, D. R WRI GHT, CARLSON, HERVAN,
I TKIN, COY, JOHNSON, PESCI, PRESTON, COLAI ZZO, JAMES, KASUN C
AND BROUJOS, JANUARY 15, 1991

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, MARCH 24, 1992
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1933 (P.L.853, No.155), entitled "An
act relating to taxation; designating the subjects, property
and persons subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for all |ocal
pur poses; providing for and regul ating the assessnent and
val uati on of persons, property and subjects of taxation for
county purposes, and for the use of those municipal and
guasi - muni ci pal corporations which levy their taxes on county
assessnments and val uati ons; anmendi ng, revising and
consolidating the law relating thereto; and repealing
existing laws," providing for CERTAIN CATASTROPHI C LOSSES,
FOR APPEALS FROM ASSESSMENTS WHERE THERE HAS BEEN A
COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF ASSESSMENTS AND FOR refunds.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 511(e) AND (F) of the act of May 22, 1933
(P.L.853, No.155), known as The Ceneral County Assessnent Law,
added Cctober 11, 1984 (P.L.894, No.175), +s ARE anended AND THE
SECTI ON | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A—SUBSECH-ON SUBSECTI ONS t o read:

Secti on 511. Board of Revision to Hear and Pass on

Appeal s.--* * *
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(B.1) WHEN A COUNTY HAS EFFECTED A COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF <—

THE ASSESSMENT VWH CH WAS USED TO DEVELOP THE COMVON LEVEL RATI O

LAST DETERM NED BY THE STATE TAX EQUALI| ZATI ON BOARD, THE

FOLLOWN NG SHALL APPLY:

(1) 1TF A COUNTY CHANGES I TS ASSESSMENT BASE BY APPLYI NG A

CHANGE | N PREDETERM NED RATI O, THE BOARD SHALL APPLY THE

PERCENTAGE CHANGE BETWEEN THE EXI STI NG PREDETERM NED RATI O AND

NEWY ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O TO THE COUNTY' S COMVION

LEVEL RATI O TO ESTABLI SH THE CERTI FI ED REVI SED COVMON LEVEL

RATI O FOR THE YEAR I N WHI CH THE ASSESSMENT WAS REVI SED.

(2) |F THE COUNTY PERFORMS A COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF

ASSESSMENTS BY REVALUI NG THE PROPERTI ES AND APPLYI NG AN

ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O THE BOARD SHALL UTILIZE THE

ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O | NSTEAD OF THE COVMON LEVEL

RATI O FOR THE YEAR I N WHI CH THE ASSESSMVENT WAS REVI SED AND UNTI L

SUCH TI ME AS THE COVMON LEVEL RATI O DETERM NED BY THE STATE TAX

EQUAL| ZATI ON BOARD REFLECTS THE REVALUI NG OF PROPERTI ES

RESULTI NG FROM THE REVI SI ON OF ASSESSMENTS.

* * %

(e) Persons who have suffered catastrophic | osses to their
property shall have the right to appeal before the county
conmi ssioners, acting as a board of revision of taxes, or the
board for the assessnment and revision of taxes within the
remai nder of the county fiscal year in which the catastrophic
| oss occurred, or within six nonths of the date on which the
catastrophic | oss occurred, whichever tine period is |onger. The
duty of the county comm ssioners, acting as a board of revision
of taxes, or the board for the assessnent and revision of taxes
shall be to reassess the value of the property in the follow ng

manner: the value of the property before the catastrophic |oss,
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based on the percentage of the taxable year for which the
property stood at its forner value, shall be added to the val ue
of the property after the catastrophic |oss, based on the
percentage of the taxable year for which the property stood at
its reduced value. Any property inprovenents made subsequent to
the catastrophic loss in the sanme tax year shall not be included
in the reassessnment described in this subsection for that tax
year. Any adjustnents in assessnent under this subsection:

(1) shall be reflected by the appropriate taxing authorities
inthe formof a credit for the succeeding tax year; or

(2) upon application by the property owner to the

appropriate taxi ng authorities, shall result in a refund being

paid to the property owner at the tinme of issuance of the tax

noti ce for the next succeedi ng tax year by the respective taxing

aut horities.

A REDUCTI ON I N ASSESSED VALUE FOR CATASTROPH C LGSS DUE TO <—

I NCLUSI ON OR PROPOSED | NCLUSI ON AS RESI DENTI AL_PROPERTY_ ON

El THER THE NATIONAL PRIOCRITY LI ST UNDER THE FEDERAL

COVPREHENSI VE ENVI RONVENTAL RESPONSE, COMPENSATI ON,  AND

LIABILITY ACT OF 1980 (PUBLIC LAW 96-510, 94 STAT. 2767), AS

AMENDED, OR THE STATE PRIOCRITY LI ST UNDER THE ACT OF OCTOBER 18,

1988 (P.L.756, NO. 108), KNOWN AS THE "HAZARDOUS SI TES CLEANUP

ACT," SHALL BE I'N EFFECT UNTIL REMEDI ATION IS COVPLETED.

* *x * <

(F) AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON, "CATASTROPHI C LOSS" MEANS ANY <—
LGSS DUE TO M NE SUBSI DENCE, FIRE, FLOOD OR OTHER NATURAL
DI SASTER WH CH AFFECTS THE PHYSI CAL STATE OF THE REAL PROPERTY
AND WHI CH EXCEEDS FI FTY PER CENTUM (50% OF THE MARKET VALUE OF
THE REAL PROPERTY PRI OR TO THE LOSS. THE PHRASE " CATASTROPHI C

LOSS' SHALL ALSO MEAN ANY LOSS WHI CH EXCEEDS FI FTY PER CENTUM
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(5099 OF THE MARKET VALUE OF THE REAL PROPERTY PRI OR TO THE LGOSS

I NCURRED BY RESI DENTI AL_PROPERTY OWNERS WHO ARE NOT DEEMED

RESPONSI BLE PARTI ES UNDER THE COMPREHENSI VE ENVI RONVENTAL

RESPONSE, COVPENSATI ON, AND LIABILITY ACT OF 1980 OR THE

"HAZARDOUS SI TES CLEANUP ACT, " AND VWHOSE RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY | S

I NCLUDED OR PROPOSED TO BE | NCLUDED AS RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY ON:

(1) THE NATIONAL PRICRITY LI ST BY THE ENVI RONMVENTAL

PROTECTI ON AGENCY UNDER THE COMPREHENSI VE ENVI RONVENTAL

RESPONSE, COVPENSATI ON, AND LIABILITY ACT OF 1980; OR

(2) THE STATE PRICRITY LI ST BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES UNDER THE "HAZARDOUS SI TES CLEANUP ACT. "

(G NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER LAW REGARDI NG THE ASSESSMENT

OF REAL PROPERTY DUE TO CATASTROPH C LGOSS, THE PROVI SI ON OF

SUBSECTI ONS (E) AND (F) RELATING TO RESI DENTI AL _PROPERTY

AFFECTED BY THE COVPREHENSI VE ENVI RONVENTAL RESPONSE,

COVPENSATI ON, AND LIABILITY ACT OF 1980 OR THE "HAZARDOUS SI TES

CLEANUP_ACT" SHALL APPLY TO ALL COUNTI ES.

SECTION 2. SECTION 518.2 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A
SUBSECTI ON TO READ:

SECTI ON 518.2. APPEALS TO COURT. --* * *

(B.1) WHEN A COUNTY HAS EFFECTED A COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF

THE ASSESSMENT VWH CH WAS USED TO DEVELOP THE COMVON LEVEL RATI O

LAST DETERM NED BY THE STATE TAX EQUAL| ZATI ON BOARD, THE

FOLLOWN NG SHALL APPLY:

(1) 1TF A COUNTY CHANGES I TS ASSESSMENT BASE BY APPLYI NG A

CHANGE I N PREDETERM NED RATI O, THE COURT SHALL APPLY THE

PERCENTAGE CHANGE BETWEEN THE EXI STI NG PREDETERM NED RATI O AND

NEWY ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O TO THE COUNTY' S COMVION

LEVEL RATI O TO ESTABLI SH THE CERTI FI ED REVI SED COVMON LEVEL

RATI O FOR THE YEAR I N WHI CH THE ASSESSMENT WAS REVI SED.
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(2) |F THE COUNTY PERFORMS A COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF

ASSESSMENTS BY REVALUI NG THE PROPERTI ES AND APPLYI NG AN

ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O THE COURT SHALL UTILIZE THE

ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O | NSTEAD OF THE COVMON LEVEL

RATI O FOR THE YEAR I N WHI CH THE ASSESSMVENT WAS REVI SED AND UNTI L

SUCH TI ME AS THE COVMON LEVEL RATI O DETERM NED BY THE STATE TAX

EQUAL| ZATI ON BOARD REFLECTS THE REVALUI NG OF PROPERTI ES

RESULTI NG FROM THE REVI SI ON OF ASSESSMENTS.
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10 Section 2 3. This act shall take effect r60-days <—
11 | MVEDI ATELY. <
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