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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1300 5

| NTRODUCED BY CORMAN, MADI GAN, HESS, AFFLERBACH, SHUMAKER AND
SHAFFER, OCTOBER 17, 1989

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 17, 1989
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, providing for the selection of justices and

j udges of the Supreme, Superior and Comonweal th Courts from

established judicial districts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That sections 2, 3, 4 and 11 of Article V be anended to read:
§ 2. Suprene Court.

The Suprene Court (a) shall be the highest court of the
Commonweal th and in this court shall be reposed the suprene

judicial power of the Conmonwealt h;

(b) shall consist of seven justices, to be elected froma

m ni num of five judicial districts which shall be established by

| aw, one of whom shall be the Chief Justice; and
(c) shall have such jurisdiction as shall be provided by

| aw.
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8§ 3. Superior Court.
The Superior Court shall be a statew de court, and shal
consi st of the nunber of judges, which shall be not |ess than

[ seven] 15 judges, to be elected froma mninmumof five judicial

districts which shall be established by | aw and have such

jurisdiction as shall be provided by this Constitution or by the
CGeneral Assenbly. One of its judges shall be the president
j udge.
§ 4. Commonweal th Court.
The Commonweal th Court shall be a statew de court, and shal

consi st of the nunber of judges, which shall be not |ess than

ni ne judges to be elected froma mni numof five judicial

districts which shall be established by | aw and have such

jurisdiction as shall be provided by Iaw. One of its judges
shall be the president judge.

8 11. Judicial districts; boundari es.

[The] (a) Except for the judicial districts fixed by |aw

pursuant to sections 2, 3 and 4 which shall be fixed by |aw, the

nunber and boundaries of judicial districts shall be changed by
the General Assenbly only with the advice and consent of the
Suprene Court.

(b)Y The nunber of justices of the Suprene Court and the

nunber of judges of the Superior Court and the Commonweal th

Court elected fromeach judicial district fixed by | aw pursuant

to sections 2, 3 and 4 shall provide every resident of the

Commpnweal th with approxi rately equal representati on on a court.

(c) The General Assenbly shall establish by | aw

(1) The judicial districts fromwhich justices of the

Suprene Court and judges of the Superior Court and the

Commpnweal th Court are el ected.
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(2) A transition to an appellate court judiciary el ected

fromjudicial districts.

(3) The effect of set judicial districts upon

eligibility to seek retention el ecti on.

(4) Residency qualification for el ecti on or appoi nt nent

to the appell ate court judiciary.

(5) The order in which judicial districts shall el ect

justices of the Suprene Court and judges of the Superior
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Court and the Commonweal th Court.
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