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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for accessibility of polls to elderly
and handi capped el ectors.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1205.1. Accessibility of Polling Places to

Handi capped and El derly Voters.--(a) The county board of

el ections shall assure that all polling places to be used in

connection with any el ection are accessi ble to the handi capped

and elderly voters and that there is an accessi bl e route | eadi ng
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to the polling site.

(b)Y Subsection (a) shall not apply to a polling pl ace:

(1) In the case of an energency which prohibits the use of

the accessible polling place on the day of the el ection, as

deternined by the county board of el ections; or

(2) |If the county board of el ections deterni nes that al

potential polling pl aces have been surveyed and no such

accessi ble place is available, nor is the county able to nmke

one tenporarily accessible in the area i nvol ved, and the county

board of el ections assures that any handi capped or elderly voter

assigned to an i naccessi ble polling place, upon advance reqguest

of such voter, will be assigned to an accessi ble polling pl ace

or will be provided with alternati ve neans of casting a ball ot

on the day of the el ection.

(c) The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall nmke avail abl e

regi strati on and voting aids for all elections for handi capped

and elderly individuals, including:

(1) Instructions, printed in |arge type, conspi cuously

di spl ayed at each reqgistration facility and each polling pl ace;

and

(2) Information by tel econmuni cati ons devi ces for the deaf.

The Secretary of the Commopnweal th shall provide public notice,

calculated to reach elderly and handi capped voters, of the

avai lability of these voting aids not |later than general public

notice of reqgistration and voting i s provi ded.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Accessi bl e" shall describe a building, building site or

porti on thereof which can be approached and entered and whi ch
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conforns with the Departnent of Labor and | ndustry's standards,

34 Pa. Code 88 47.111 thru 47.131 (relating to facilities for

handi capped), pronul gated pursuant to the act of Septenber 1

1965 (P.L.459, No.235), entitled, "An act requiring that certain

bui l dings and facilities constructed with Conmonweal th funds

adhere to certain principles, standards and specifications to

make the sane accessi ble to and usable by the physically

handi capped, and providing for enforcenent."

"Accessi ble route" shall nean a conti nuous unobstructed path

whi ch connects all areas within a building and a building site

that can be neqoti ated by a person with a severe physi cal

handi cap usi ng a wheelchair and that is al so safe for and

useabl e by people with other physical handi caps. Interior

accessibility routes include, but are not limted to, corridors,

floors, ranps, elevators, lifts and clear floor space at voting

machi nes.

"Elderly" shall nean a person who resides in this

Commpnweal th and is sixty-five (65) years of age or ol der.

"Handi capped” shall nean a permanent or tenporary physi cal

i mpai rnent, including inpaired sensory or nanual abilities,

which result in a functional limtation in access to and use of

a building or facility.

Section 2. This act shall apply to elections occurring after
January 1, 1990.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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