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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 300 *5&”

I NTRODUCED BY REBER, GECORCE, HASAY, SAURVAN, REI NARD,
S. H SMTH JAROLIN, LEVDANSKY, ARGALL, CLYMER, MARSI CO
DI ETTERI CK, WOZNI AK, NAHI LL, BOALEY, MAI NE, FREENAN, MJRPHY
Bl LLOW STI SH, YANDRI SEVI TS, SCHEETZ, PHI LLIPS, J. H CLARK
FOX AND BUNT, APRIL 4, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 4, 1990
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the House Conservation Conmittee to investigate the

overal |l operation of the Departnent of Environnental

Resources in relation to its ability to adm ni ster and

enforce the statutory responsibilities currently entrusted to

its care and to nake recomrendati ons to the House of

Representati ves concerning the future responsibilities for

t he admi ni stration and enforcenment of the environnental

protection statutes of this Comobnweal t h.

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Environnmental Resources, fornerly
t he Departnent of Forests and Waters and t he Departnent of M nes
and M neral Industries, was created by Act No. 275 of 1970; and

WHEREAS, The departnent has the responsibility to adm nister
and regul ate progranms in a variety of subject areas which are
constantly expanding, in and of thenselves; and

WHEREAS, The inplenmentation of the Municipal Waste Pl anning,
Recycl i ng and Waste Reduction Act has inposed upon the
department extensive responsibilities on a Statew de basis for
proper admi nistration of the act and for the alleviation of the

solid waste problemin this Comonweal t h; and
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WHEREAS, The inplenmentation of the Hazardous Sites O eanup
Act has required the departnment to devel op additional staffing
provi sions for hazardous material investigation and for cleanup,
i ncl udi ng associ ated technical staff; and

WHEREAS, The inplenmentation of the Storage Tank and Spill
Prevention Act has required the departnment to not only assune
the responsibilities, adm nistration and enforcenent of Federal
and State storage tank |egislation, but also the responsibility
for the registration, testing and regul ati on of thousands of
aboveground storage tanks; and

WHEREAS, The departnent nust establish new and expanded
prograns for the regulation of the disposal of solid waste under
t he Muni ci pal Waste Managenent Regul ations, effective April 9,
1988, which include the repermtting of all nunicipal waste
di sposal facilities by April 9, 1990; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the adm nistrative responsibilities
t hrust upon the departnment in the past two years, the departnent
has continuing responsibility for the regulation and enforcenent
of a nmultitude of other environmental nmatters concerning air
quality, water quality, air em ssions, on-lot septic systens,
wet | ands, danms, sewage treatnent plants, community water
systens, nucl ear power, gas, oil, coal, mne subsidence, |and
reclamation, mnerals, quarries, blasting, radon, X-rays, State
parks, State forests, tinber harvesting, canpgrounds, etc.,
affecting the |lives of each of the citizens of this
Conmmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the new |l egislative and regul atory
mandat es, the departnent al so has the continuing responsibility
for adm ni stering and enforcing the provisions of nmany maj or

envi ronnment al statutes, including:
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1 Pennsyl vani a Sewage Facilities Act

2 The Cl ean Streans Law

3 Dam Saf ety and Encroachnents Act

4 Low Level Radi oactive Waste D sposal Act

5 I nfecti ous and Chenot herapeutic Waste Law

6 Pl umbi ng System Lead Ban and Notification Act

7 G| and Gas Act

8 G| and Gas Conservation Law

9 Noncoal Surface M ning Conservation and Recl amati on Act
10 Air Pollution Control Act

11 Radi ati on Protection Act

12 Conservation District Law

13 Surface M ning Conservation and Recl amati on Act

14 Pennsyl vania Used G| Recycling Act

15 Pennsyl vania Solid Waste - Resource

16 Recovery Devel opnment Act

17 Pennsyl vani a Saf e Drinki ng Water Act

18 Sol i d Wast e Managenent Act

19 Pennsyl vania Anthracite Coal M ne Act
20 Pennsyl vani a Bi tum nous Coal M ne Act
21 St orm WAt er Managenent Act
22 Water Well Drillers License Act
23 The Bitum nous M ne Subsidence and Land Conservation Act
24 Fl ood Pl ai n Managenent Act
25 The Land and Water Conservation and Recl amati on Act
26 The Pennsyl vani a Conservati on Corps Act
27 Coal and Gas Resource Coordi nation Act;
28 and
29 WHEREAS, In recognition of the increased responsibilities

30 since its inception in 1970, and its expansion by over 550
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positions in the past several years, and State funding increases
of over one-third in the sane tine; and

WHEREAS, Wth the increased responsibilities inposed upon the
departnment as a result of new |l egislation and of the increased
regul atory responsibilities of the departnent under the many
present |egislative nandates, there is concern by industry,
government officials and consuners as well as to whether the
departnment can effectively address these many concerns;
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House Conservation Conmittee exam ne the
ef fectiveness of the Departnent of Environmental Resources to
properly and efficiently carry out the duties and
responsibilities currently delegated to it; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee investigate the organization and
operation of the departnent, including consideration of
al ternate organi zational structures, and the transfer of sone
programresponsibilities to other agencies of State or | ocal
government; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. The chairman of the commttee
shall have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to
W t nesses appearing before the commttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee shall report to the House of
Representatives on its activities, findings and recommendati ons

by Novenber 30, 1990.
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