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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2821 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, PRESSVANN, LEVDANSKY, HARPER, JOHNSON
MELI O KUKOVI CH, LINTON, FREEMAN AND FOX, JULY 1, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JULY 1, 1990

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), entitled,
as anmended, "An act to provide for the safety of persons
enpl oyed, housed, or assenbled in certain buildings and
structures by requiring certain construction and ways of
egress, equi pnment, and mai ntenance; providing for the
I icensing of projectionists, except in cities of the first
cl ass and second class; requiring the subm ssion of plans for
exam nation and approval ; providing for the pronul gati on of
rul es and regul ations for the enforcenent of this act;
providing for the enforcenent of this act by the Departnent
of Labor and Industry, the Department of Health, boards of
school directors and, in certain cases, by the chiefs of fire
departnments in cities of the third class; providing penalties
for violations of the provisions of this act; and repealing
certain acts,"” providing for safety regul ati ons regardi ng
ci garette snoking; conferring additional powers and duties on
the Secretary of Labor and Industry; establishing the Fire-
Safe Cigarette Fund.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares that fires ignited by
cigarettes and little cigars cause unnecessary personal injuries
and death and severe | oss of property. The General Assenbly al so
finds and declares that prohibiting the sale of cigarettes and
little cigars that do not neet certain fire safety standards
will reduce fires ignited by cigarettes and little cigars.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
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her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299),
referred to as the Fire and Panic Act, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 10.2. Ci garette Fire Safety.--(a) The purpose of

this section is to authorize the requl ati on of cigarette snoking

to ensure safety.

(b) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Cigarettes" neans a roll of tobacco that may be used for

snoki ng and:

(1) that is wapped i n paper or other substance not

cont ai ni ng tobacco; or

(2) that is wapped in a substance contai ni ng tobacco and

that, because of its appearance, the type of tobacco used in the

filler, or its packing and labeling, is likely to be offered to,

or purchased by, consuners as a cigarette; and

(3) the package of which is required to bear a surgeon

general's warni ng under 15 United States Code (relating to

| abel i ng; requirenments; conspi cuous statenent).

"Little cigar"” neans a roll of tobacco that may be used for

snoking that is wapped in | eaf tobacco or a substance

cont ai ni ng tobacco, and that has a wei ght of not nore than three

pounds for one thousand (1,000) units.

"Secretary" neans the Secretary of Labor and | ndustry.

(c) The secretary shall adopt rules specifying fire safety

standards for cigarettes and little cigars. The secretary nay

enter into a contract with another entity to devel op an

appropri ate standard. The secretary shall adopt rules under this

subsection by January 1, 1992. A standard adopted by the
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secretary under this subsecti on nay be reconsidered if a Federal

standard i s adopt ed.

(1) A cigarette or little cigar may be exenpt from

conpliance with these standards if the nmanufacturer can

denponstrate to the secretary that it is technically not feasible

to conply with the standard wi t hout exceeding the toxicity of

exi sting conmmercially avail abl e ci garettes.

(2) The secretary shall certify which brands of cigarettes

and little cigars neet the standard and shall convey the

information to the Secretary of Revenue.

(3) Ciqgarettes and little cigars not neeting the fire safety

st andar ds pronul gated under this subsection may not be sold in

this Conmonweal t h.

(4) No cigarette or little cigar not neeting the standards

pronul gated under this subsection may receive the tax stanp

necessary for cigarette sales in this Conmbnweal t h.

(d) A person who violates the safety standards adopted under

subsection (c) conmmits a summary offense.

Section 2. An excise tax of 1/20 of 1¢ per cigarette for a
period of one year is hereby inposed and assessed upon the sale
and possession of cigarettes in the sane manner as, and in
addition to, taxes inposed under section 1206 of the act of
March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform Code of
1971. The noneys raised fromthis additional excise tax shall be
paid into a restricted account in the Treasury Departnent, to be
known as the Fire-Safe Cigarette Fund. The Secretary of |abor
and I ndustry shall be also to draw on those noneys deposited
into the fund to establish the criteria and promul gate
regul ati ons necessary for the enforcenent of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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