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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2768 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HAGARTY, BLAUM PICCOLA, McHALE, HECKLER, RITTER
WOGAN, THOMAS, NOYE, D. F. CLARK, BATTISTO GODSHALL,
DEMPSEY, F. TAYLOR, NAH LL, CHADW CK, FOX, SEMVEL, GRUPPQ
STI SH, BUSH, JOHNSON, CLYMER, MARSI CO, MERRY, E. Z. TAYLOR,
SAURVAN, MAI ALE, DI ETTERI CK, NAILOR, HERMAN AND BELARDI,
JUNE 27, 1990

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 27, 1990
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 27, 1967 (P.L.186, No.58), entitled "An
act inposing liability upon parents for personal injury, or
theft, destruction, or |oss of property caused by the wlful,
tortious acts of children under eighteen years of age,
setting forth imtations, and providing procedure for
recovery," increasing the limt of liability.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of the act of July 27, 1967 (P.L. 186,
No. 58), entitled "An act inposing liability upon parents for
personal injury, or theft, destruction, or |loss of property
caused by the wilful, tortious acts of children under eighteen
years of age, setting forth [imtations, and providing procedure
for recovery,"” is anended to read:

Section 4. (a) Liability of the parents shall be limted to
[three hundred dollars ($300)] twelve hundred dollars ($1200)

for injuries to the person, or theft, destruction, or |oss of

property suffered by any one person as a result of one wlful,



1 tortious act or continuous series of wilful, tortious acts.

2 (b) Liability of the parents shall be limted to [one

3 thousand dollars ($1000)] four thousand dollars ($4000)

4 regardless of the nunber of persons who suffer injury to the

5 person, or theft, destruction, or loss of property as a result
6 of one wilful, tortious act or continuous series of wlful,

7 tortious acts. In the event that actual |oss as ascertained by
8 the court or the judgnment against the child exceeds [one

9 thousand dollars ($1000)] four thousand dollars ($4000), the

10 parents shall be discharged fromfurther liability by the

11 paynent of [one thousand dollars ($1000)] four thousand dollars
12 ($4000) into court. The court shall cause all aggrieved parties
13 to submt item zed statenents of loss in witing and shall make
14 distribution proportionately, whether the clains be for injuries
15 to the person, or theft, destruction, or |oss of property. The
16 court shall have the power to take testinony to assist it in

17 making proper distribution and nay appoint a master to

18 acconplish this purpose. Al costs and fees thus incurred shal
19 be paid fromthe [one thousand dollars ($1000)] four thousand
20 dollars ($4000) paid into court.
21 (c) The limtations on liability set forth in subsections
22 (a) and (b) of this section shall be applicable when two or nore
23 children of the same parent engage jointly in the conm ssion of
24 one wilful, tortious act or series of wilful, tortious acts.
25 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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