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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2644 5%

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, BARLEY, PITTS, NOYE, STElI GANER, SAURVAN
JOSEPHS, TANGRETTI, COLASZ, Cl VERA, JAMES AND TRELLQ
JUNE 6, 1990

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 6, 1990

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of Decenber 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), entitled
2 "An act relating to dogs, regulating the keeping of dogs;

3 providing for the |licensing of dogs and kennels; providing

4 for the protection of dogs and the detention and destruction

5 of dogs in certain cases; regulating the sale and

6 transportation of dogs; declaring dogs to be personal

7 property and the subject of theft; providing for the

8 assessment of danages done to livestock, poultry and domestic
9 ganme birds; providing for paynent of damages by the

10 Commonweal th in certain cases and the liability of the owner

11 or keeper of dogs for such damages; inposing powers and

12 duties on certain State and | ocal officers and enpl oyees;

13 provi ding penalties; and creating a Dog Law Restricted

14

Account," limting inspections of residences for violations.
15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. Section 901 of the act of Decenber 7, 1982

18 (P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, is anended to read:

19 Section 901. Enforcenment of this act by the Secretary of

20 Agricul ture; provisions for inspections.

21 (a) GCeneral rule.--The secretary, through State dog wardens,

22 enployees of the departnent and police officers, shall be

23 charged with the general enforcenent of this |aw. The secretary
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may enploy all proper neans for the enforcenment of this act and
may enter into agreenents with | ocal agencies and organi zations

for the purpose of dog control. Except as otherw se provided in

subsection (d), State dog wardens and enpl oyees of the
departnment are hereby authorized to enter upon the prem ses of
any persons for the purpose of investigation upon displaying his
badge of identification furnished by the departnent.

(b) Training for dog wardens.--The secretary shall establish
training requirenments for dog wardens which shall include dog
handl i ng and humane capture, prelimnary recognition of dog
pat hol ogy, know edge of proper dog sanitation and shelter and
dog | aw enforcenent.

(c) Advisory board.--The secretary shall appoint a Dog Law
Advi sory Board to advise himin the adm nistration of this act.
The board shall consist of one representative fromeach of the
foll ow ng: Pennsyl vania Veterinarian Medi cal Association,
Federation of Humane Societies, Sportsnmen's Association, dog
cl ubs, animal research establishnents, dog deal ers, Pennsyl vania
Farnmers Association, State G ange, |anb and wool growers and
poultry farmers associations. The board shall be chaired by the
secretary or his designee and shall convene when called by the
secretary.

(d) Residence inspection restriction.--It shall be unl awf ul

for the departnent or any of its enpl oyees or agents, any police

officer or any other person to conduct door-to-door inspections

or canvasses of residences or, absent an energency threatening

public health or safety, to otherwi se enter or request

perm ssion to enter any resi dence for the purpose of maki ng an

i nspection in the enforcenent of this act wi thout first

obtaining a warrant, which shall only be i ssued upon a show ng
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of reasonabl e cause to believe that an occupant of a resi dence

thereof is harboring or keeping a dog or other aninmal in

violation of this act. Any prosecution for a violation of this

act shall be disnmissed if it is based upon evi dence obtained in

violation of this subsection. Nothing in this subsection shal

apply to any inspection conducted in the enforcenment of a

quarantine. As used in this subsection, the term"resi dence"

means the dwel li ng house and its surrounding | and within 300

feet thereof, including a shed or other simlar structure, which

is used for donestic purposes in the conduct of famly affairs.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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