PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 3081 PRINTER S NO. 3270

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2293 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY BOWEY, DeWEESE, BROUJGS, YANDRI SEVI TS, MORRI S,
VEON, JADLOWEC, MERRY, D. F. CLARK, KOCSI NSKI, BELARDI,
CAPPABI ANCA, DEMPSEY, FAI RCHI LD, MELI O, HALUSKA, PRESSMANN
DI STLER, BATTI STO, COY, HERVAN, PESCI, D. R WRI GHT,
KUKOVI CH, TANGRETTI, FREEMAN, LI NTON, NOYE, HAYDEN, HESS,
CARLSON, HECKLER, STAIRS, LAUGHLIN, TRELLO, COLAlI ZZO, FARGO
PETRARCA AND BUSH, FEBRUARY 12, 1990

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 27, 1990
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a Tinber Bridge Program
wi thin the Departnent of Transportation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Tinber Bridge
Act .
Section 2. Findings.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) This Commonwealth is approximately 58% forested with
over 16.8 mllion acres of comercial forest |and. This
renewabl e natural resource provides a source of val uable
timber, habitat for wildlife, protection for watersheds and
out door recreation opportunities.

(2) The forest products industry is a vital segnment of
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this Commonweal th's manufacturing sector with over 1,600
conpani es enpl oyi ng approxi nately 82,000 people with an
annual payroll of over $1 billion.

(3) The use of Pennsylvani a hardwoods in the
construction of State hi ghway and non-State hi ghway bridges
is economcally beneficial to this Commonweal th and | ocal
muni ci palities.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Commonweal t h.

"Tinmber bridge." A bridge which neets design specifications
as approved by the departnent and uses in its construction
har dwoods +hdi-genous—to—this—Corrpnwealth. <—
Section 4. Tinber Bridge Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established in the
departnment a Tinber Bridge Program for the purposes of research,
desi gn, construction, inspection nonitoring and mai nt enance of
har dwood ti nber bridges and ot her hardwood structures used to
i nprove highway transportation or safety.

(b) Powers and duties.--The departnent shall have the
foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To conduct research projects related to the
engi neering qualities of glued-Iam nated and har dwood- st eel
conposite tinber bridges.

(2) To devel op design standards and specifications for
t he use of hardwood tinber bridges.

(3) To construct tinber bridges on State and-rhen-State <—
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hi ghways where they are appropriate and cost-effective.

(4) To develop an inspection manual to be used by tinber
bridge field inspectors.

(5) To regularly inspect and nonitor tinber bridges
constructed by the departnent on State anrdnoen-State <—
hi ghways.

(6) To develop an information nmanual on the correct
mai nt enance procedures for tinber bridges.

(7) To identify those State hi ghway and—nen-State <—
hi-ghway bridges which may be suitable for replacenent with a
ti mber bridge.

(8) To investigate the feasibility of using hardwods in
ot her hi ghway i nprovenent structures such as retaining walls,

gui de rails and signposts.

Section 5. Non-State tinber bridge grants.

(A) AUTHORI ZATI ON. - - LOCAL MUNI CI PALI TI ES ARE AUTHCORI ZED TO <—
CONSTRUCT Tl MBER BRI DGES ON LOCAL ROADS WHERE APPROPRI ATE, COST-
EFFECTI VE AND | N ACCORDANCE W TH DEPARTMENT STANDARDS, DESI GN
AND CONSTRUCTI ON SPECI FI CATI ONS

(B) GRANTS. --LOCAL TI MBER BRI DGES MAY BE BU LT AND FUNDED
PURSUANT TO THE FORMJULA SET FORTH I N THE ACT OF DECEMBER 8, 1982
(P.L.848, NO 235), KNOWN AS THE H GHWAY- RAI LROAD AND HI GHVWAY
BRI DGE CAPI TAL BUDGET ACT FOR 1982-1983.

(C |ITEM ZATION OF BRIDGE. --1 N ORDER TO BE eligible for the
grant under this program the replacenent bridge nust be a
ti mber bridge and the bridge nust be item zed in the act of

Decenber 8, 1982 (P.L.848, No.235), known as the Hi ghway-
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Rai | road and Hi ghway Bridge Capital Budget Act for 1982-1983.
Section 6. Reports.

The departnent shall nake a biennial witten report to the
CGeneral Assenbly on the status of the Tinber Bridge Programin
t hi s Commonweal t h.

Section 7. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent shall have the power to promul gate rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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