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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1810 *5s”
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring instruction relating to the
cause and prevention of drug and al cohol abuse; and
permtting the enploynent of a certified addiction counsel or
by school districts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1605 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 1605. Courses of Study.--* * *

(c) Each public school student in grades ki ndergarten

t hrough twel ve inclusive shall receive nandatory instruction in

al cohol and chem cal abuse. The instruction shall be devel oped

or approved by the Departnent of Health, O fice of Drug and

Al cohol Prograns, and shall include, but not be limted to, drug
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and al cohol information, preventi on progrann ng and i ntervention

programmi ng. The instruction may be inteqrated into existing

health i nstructi on courses.

(d) School boards shall conduct an assessnent of the need

for drug, al cohol or chem cal abuse referral services and submt

a witten report to the Secretary of Education by June 30, 1990.

Such assessnent i nstrunent shall be devi sed by the Departnent of

Educati on and nade avail able at no cost to school districts. The

assessnent shall not include the testing of individual students

or a survey which pernmits the identification of the responses of

i ndi vi dual students. Based upon this assessnent by | ocal school

boards of the need for such services, a school district nmay have

an agreenent or contract with or enploy a person or organi zati on

approved by the Ofice of Drug and Al cohol Prograns or a

certified addi cti ons counselor to handle referral of students

with problens relating to drug, al cohol or chenm cal abuse.

(e) For purposes of rei nbursenent, any prograns Or Servi ces

devel oped pursuant to subsection (c) or (d) shall be consi dered

to be part of actual instructi onal expenditures.

Section 2. This act shall apply to the school year next
commencing after the effective date of this act and to each
school year thereafter

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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