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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1767 5

| NTRODUCED BY LEVDANSKY, S. H SM TH, DALEY, PETRARCA, STAI RS

KASUNI C, WOZNI AK, HALUSKA, ARGALL, LUCYK, BLACK, MARKOSEK,
DeWEESE, | TKIN, COLAI ZZO, COWNELL, WASS, LAUGHLI N, TELEK,

TRI CH, KONDRI CH, STISH, BELARDI, BURD, KAI SER, M CALL

Bl LLOW CESSAR, CARLSON, J. L. WRIGHT, GEIST, CAWEY, FARGO
PH LLI PS, DI STLER, JAROLIN, TANGRETTI, MVERRY AND HESS,
JUNE 27, 1989

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 27, 1989
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AN ACT

Encouragi ng the use of alternative notor fuels; providing for

acqui sition of State-owned vehicles which operate on
alternative notor fuels; providing for powers and duties of

t he Departnent of General Services and the Pennsyl vani a
Energy O fice; and establishing a State Governnent Task Force
on Alternative Mtor Fuels.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Alternative

Mot or Fuel s Act.

Section 2. Legislative findings and declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The achievenent of long-termenergy security is
essential to a strong econony and the well-being of the
Commonweal th's citizens.

(2) The displacenent of energy derived frominported oi
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with alternative fuels will help achieve energy security and
i mprove air quality.
(3) Methanol, ethanol and natural gas are proven
transportation fuels that can have | ower em ssions of
undesi rabl e pollutants than gasoline and di esel fuel;
however, additional research is needed to identify actions to
be taken to forestall effects of all fuels on global climte.
(4) By enacting the act of Decenber 14, 1982 (P.L.1213,
No. 280), entitled "An act anmending the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), entitled 'An act providing for and
reorgani zi ng the conduct of the executive and adm nistrative
wor k of the Commonweal th by the Executive Departnent thereof
and the adm ni strative departnents, boards, comm ssions, and
of ficers thereof, including the boards of trustees of State
Nor mal School s, or Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating,
reorgani zing or authorizing the reorgani zation of certain
adm ni strative departnents, boards, and comm ssions; defining
the powers and duties of the Governor and ot her executive and
adm nistrative officers, and of the several adm nistrative
departnments, boards, conm ssions, and officers; fixing the
sal aries of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain
ot her executive and adm nistrative officers; providing for
t he appoi ntnment of certain admnistrative officers, and of
all deputies and other assistants and enployes in certain
departnments, boards, and conm ssions; and prescribing the
manner in which the nunber and conpensation of the deputies
and all other assistants and enpl oyes of certain departnents,
boards and comm ssions shall be determ ned,' requiring noneys
received by crimnals as a result of the comm ssion of a

crime to be paid to the Crine Victim s Conpensati on Board,
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1 permtting certain research on State vehicles, and rel ating
2 to energency petrol eum product shortages and energy

3 devel opnent and naki ng an appropriation,” and the act of

4 March 29, 1984 (P.L.154, No.29), entitled "An act permtting
5 all State-owned vehicles to be converted to operate on

6 natural gas; and requiring indications of dual systens," the
7 CGeneral Assenbly has recogni zed the desirability of using

8 alternative notor fuels. However, these goals nust be

9 noni t ored and coordi nated through an ongoi ng programto

10 encourage the use of various alternative fuels in governnent,
11 commercial and private vehicles in an environnentally

12 accept abl e manner.

13 (5) Through adoption of the Alternative Mtor Fuels Act
14 of 1988, (Public Law 100-494, 102 Stat. 2441), Congress has
15 i ndi cated support for the devel opnent and w despread use of
16 nmet hanol , et hanol and natural gas as transportation fuels and
17 for the production of nethanol, ethanol and natural gas

18 power ed notor vehicles.

19 (6) To fulfill its obligation to pronote the health,
20 safety and welfare of its citizens and to protect the
21 envi ronnment, the Comonweal t h woul d encourage the use of
22 alternative fuels which will reduce em ssions and dependence
23 on energy derived frominported oil.
24 Section 3. Definitions.
25 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
26 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
27 context clearly indicates otherw se:
28 "Acquire." To lease a vehicle for a period of 60 continuous
29 days or longer or to purchase a vehicle.
30 "Al cohol."™ A mxture containing 85%or nore by vol une
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nmet hanol , et hanol or other alcohols in any conbination.

"Al cohol powered vehicle.” A vehicle designed to operate
excl usively on al cohol .

"Departnment.” The Departnent of General Services of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Dual fuel vehicle.” A vehicle which is capable of operating
on al cohol and on gasoline or diesel fuel.

“Natural gas dual fuel vehicle.” A vehicle which is capable
of operating on natural gas and on gasoline or diesel fuel.

"Natural gas powered vehicle.” A vehicle designed to operate
excl usively on natural gas.

"Task force.” The State Governnent Task Force on Alternative
Mot or Fuel s.

Section 4. Powers and duties of the Departnent of General
Ser vi ces.

(a) Conmmonweal th vehicles.--The Departnment of GCeneral
Services, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Energy Ofice,
shall ensure that the maxi mum nunber practicable of passenger
aut onobil es and |ight duty trucks acquired annually for use by
t he Commonweal th are al cohol powered vehicles, alcohol dual fuel
vehi cl es, natural gas powered vehicles or natural gas dual
ener gy vehicl es.

(b) Types of vehicles.--The departnent shall, to the extent
practicable and consistent with this section, ensure that the
nunber of al cohol dual fuel vehicles acquired under this section
is at | east as great as the nunber of al cohol powered vehicles,
and that the nunber of natural gas dual fuel vehicles acquired
under this section is at |east as great as the nunber of natural
gas powered vehicles acquired under this section. Wen acquiring

al cohol powered vehicles and al cohol dual fuel vehicles, the
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departnment shall ensure, to the maxi num extent practicable, that
t he nunber of vehicles powered by nethanol derived in whole or
in part fromcoal is at |east as great as the nunber of vehicles
power ed by ot her methanol products, ethanol or other alcohols.
To the maxi mum extent practicable, both vehicles capabl e of
operating on al cohol and vehicl es capabl e of operating on
natural gas shall be acquired, and such vehicles shall be
suppl i ed by original equiprment manufacturers.

(c) Study of vehicles.--The department, in cooperation with
t he Pennsyl vania Energy O fice and the Departnent of
Transportation, shall conduct a study of the vehicles acquired
under subsection (a) which, at a mninmum shall include the
fol | ow ng:

(1) A conparison of the perfornmance of the vehicles,

i ncludi ng performance in cold weather and at high altitude to
the performance in cold weather and at high altitude of other
gasol i ne-fuel ed passenger autonobiles and |ight duty trucks.

(2) A conparison of the fuel econony, safety and
em ssions of the vehicles to the fuel econony, safety and
em ssions of other gasoline-fuel ed passenger autonobiles and
[ ight duty trucks.

(3) A conparison of the operation and mai ntenance costs
of such vehicles to the operation and nai nt enance costs of
ot her gasol i ne-fuel ed passenger autonobiles and |ight duty
trucks.

(4) An analysis of the total costs and benefits relating
to vehicles operating on alternative fuels as conpared to the
costs and benefits relating to other gasoline-fuel ed
passenger autonobiles and |ight duty trucks.

(5) The status of current and prospective technol ogi es
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to control em ssions resulting fromuse of certain

alternative notor fuels.

(6) The advisability, feasibility and timng of the

di sposal of vehicles acquired under subsection (a).

(d) Report of results of study.--The departnent, in
cooperation with the Pennsylvania Energy O fice and the
Depart ment of Transportation, shall report upon the results of
t he study conducted under subsection (c) to the Conservation,
State Governnent and Transportation Conmttees of the House of
Representatives and to the Environnmental Resources and Energy,
State Governnent and Transportation Conmttees of the Senate
within five years fromthe effective date of this act. The
report shall include appropriate recommendati ons for future
activities related to the Comopnweal th's acqui sition of vehicles
whi ch operate on alternative notor fuels.

(e) Requests for vehicles.--Upon the request of the head of
any agency of this Commonweal th, the departnment shall, to the
maxi mum extent practicable, ensure that the agency is provided
wi th vehicles acquired under subsection (a), provided that the
agency agrees to cooperate with studi es undertaken pursuant to
this section.

Section 5. Duties of the Pennsylvania Energy Ofi ce.

(a) Denonstration program --The Pennsyl vania Energy Ofice,
in cooperation with manufacturers of heavy duty engi nes, any
Pennsyl vani a col |l ege or university, and appropriate Federal and
St at e agencies, nay establish a comrercial application
denonstration programto study the use of alcohol and natural
gas in heavy duty trucks and, if appropriate, other heavy duty
appl i cati ons.

(b) Testing program --The Pennsylvania Energy Ofice,
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pursuant to the Alternative Mtor Fuels Act of 1988 (Public Law
100- 494, 102 Stat. 2441), shall cooperate with appropriate
Federal, State and | ocal governnent agencies in the testing in
urban settings of transit buses capabl e of operating on al cohol
and buses capabl e of operating on natural gas for em ssions
| evel s, durability, safety and fuel econony, conparing the
different types with each other and with diesel powered transit
buses, as such buses will be required to operate under Federal
safety and environnental standards applicable to such buses for
t he nodel year 1991. To the extent practicable, testing under
this subsection shall apply equally to transit buses capabl e of
operating on al cohol and buses capabl e of operating on natural
gas. The Pennsylvania Energy Ofice shall assist State and | ocal
gover nment agenci es, as necessary, to secure Federal and State
funds which nay be available to carry out the purposes of this
subsecti on.
Section 6. State Governnment Task Force on Alternative Mtor
Fuel s.

(a) Establishnent.--There is established a State Gover nnment
Task Force on Alternative Mtor Fuels. The task force shall be
conposed of the Lieutenant Governor, as Chairnman of the
Pennsyl vani a Energy O fice, or his designee, the Secretary of
CGeneral Services, or his designee, the Secretary of
Transportation, or his designee, the Secretary of Conmerce, or
hi s desi gnee, the Secretary of Environnental Resources, or his

desi gnee, the Secretary of Agriculture, or his designee, the

Secretary of Labor and Industry, or his designee, the Chairman
of the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion, or his designee,
and four menbers of the General Assenbly, or their designees,

one appointed by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, one by
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1 the Mnority Leader of the Senate, one by the Speaker of the

2 House of Representatives and one by the Mnority Leader of the
3 House of Representatives.

4 (b) Operating procedures.--A majority of nenbers shal

5 constitute a quorum Meetings of the task force shall be held at
6 |east semannually or at the call of the chairperson, or at the
7 request of at least five nenbers of the task force. A

8 chairperson shall be elected by a majority of nenbers present at
9 the first nmeeting of the task force which shall be called by the
10 Lieutenant Governor within three nonths of the effective date of
11 this act. A new chairperson shall be elected annually, and

12 nenbers of the task force shall serve terns concurrent with

13 their terns in office.

14 (c) Duties.--The task force shall have the follow ng duties:
15 (1) To coordinate efforts of State agencies with Federal
16 progranms to pronote the use of alternative notor fuels.

17 (2) To provide for the exchange of information anong

18 i ndi viduals, private industry, public agencies and coll eges
19 and universities interested in the devel opnment and use of
20 alternative notor fuels.
21 (3) To nonitor and, to the maxi mum extent practicable,
22 participate in the efforts of Federal agencies to develop a
23 | ong-term plan for the comrercialization of alcohols, natural
24 gas and other potential alternative notor fuels.
25 (4) To provide conmments on rules, regulations, policies
26 and reports issued pursuant to the Alternative Mtor Fuels
27 Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-494, 102 Stat. 2441), or issued
28 pursuant to the authority of other Federal, State or | ocal
29 agenci es regarding alternative notor fuels.
30 (5) To appoint, as nay be necessary, advisory groups
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1 consi sting of persons fromthe private sector, educational

2 institutions, State agencies, |ocal governnent agencies,

3 envi ronnment al organi zati ons and the general public who are

4 know edgeabl e about alternative notor fuels and their

5 possi bl e uses, the production and conversion of vehicles to
6 use alternative notor fuels, or the devel opnent of

7 technol ogi es to reduce em ssions associated with the use of
8 alternative notor fuels. Appointnents shall be nade from

9 nanmes subnmitted to the chairperson, subject to approval by a
10 majority of nmenbers of the task force. Advisory groups

11 appoi nted pursuant to this subsection shall neet at the cal
12 of the chairperson of the task force.

13 (6) To submt an interimreport to the Governor and the
14 CGeneral Assenbly, no later than January 1, 1993, setting

15 forth actions taken by the task force pursuant to this

16 section, together with appropriate recomendations for future
17 activities relating to the use of alternative notor fuels in
18 t hi s Commonweal t h.

19 (d) Staff and facilities.--The Pennsyl vania Energy Ofice
20 shall provide staff assistance and neeting facilities for the
21 task force as needed.
22 Section 7. Repeals.
23 Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
24 inconsistent with this act.
25 Section 8. Effective date.
26 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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