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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1440 =35

| NTRODUCED BY HECKLER, BATTI STO, BRANDT, MORRI' S, CHADW CK,
GAMBLE, BLACK, COY, ROBBINS, MAYERN K, CLYMER, YANDRI SEVI TS,
FARGO, TIGQUE, S. H SMTH, CElI ST, MOVERY AND FLEAGLE
MAY 22, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, NAY 22, 1989
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
adm ssibility of certain evidence relating to certain
benefits.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

§ 6145. Coll ateral source.

(a) Admissibility of certain benefits.--The anount of public

benefits or group benefits which a plaintiff in a civil action

received prior to trial, or is entitled to receive in the future

as a consequence of the injury which gave rise to the cause of

action, shall be adnissible into evidence and shall be

considered by the jury in determnm ni ng danages.

(b)Y Inadnmissibility of certain benefits.--The foll ow ng

benefits shall not be adm ssible into evidence and shall not be

considered by the jury in determ ni ng danages:
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(1) Life insurance, pension or profit sharing or other

deferred conpensati on pl ans.

(2) Public benefits paid or payabl e under a program

whi ch, pursuant to Federal |aw, provides a right of

rei nbursenent whi ch supercedes State | aw for the anpunt of

benefits paid froma verdict or settl enent.

(3) Financial benefits which a plaintiff has recei ved or

is entitled to receive by virtue of a health i nsurance or

disability programpaid for by the plaintiff or a nmenber of

the plaintiff's fanmily residing in the sane household or by a

person obligated by | aw to provide support for the plaintiff.

(c) Subrogation.--Were a plaintiff has recei ved benefits

set forth in subsection (a), and the benefits are subject to a

ri ght of subrogation, that anmpunt shall al so be adm ssible into

evi dence and considered by the jury in determ ni ng dannges.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"G oup benefits." Conpensation or benefits for which the

cost has been paid, in whole or in part, by the enpl oyer of a

plaintiff, or the enployer of a nenber of the plaintiff's

household or of an individual legally responsible for the

"Public benefits." Conpensation or benefits paid, payable or

requi red by the Federal Governnent, a state government or a

| ocal governnent and any other public prograns providi ng nedi cal

benefits, including, but not limted to, Social Security and

wor kers' conpensati on.

Section 2. This act shall apply to actions which are

commenced after the effective date of this act.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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