SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 674, 932, 1088 PRI NTER S NO. 3059

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 612 5

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSON, HAGARTY, LINTQON, DeWEESE, ACOSTA,
Bl SHOP, CARN, EVANS, HARPER, HUGHES, JAMES, OLI VER, PRESTOQON,
ROBI NSON, ROEBUCK, THOVAS, W LLIAM5, R C. WRI GHT, KOSI NSKI
KUKOVI CH, CAWLEY, TIGUE, BILLOW DALEY, HECKLER, HAYDEN,
BORTNER, REBER, MVERRY AND M LLER, FEBRUARY 15, 1989

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, | N SENATE, AS ANMENDED,
FEBRUARY 6, 1990

AN ACT

Providing for official visitation of prisons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the O ficial
Visitation of Prisons Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"COfficial visitor." The Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
PRESI DENT PRO TEMPCRE AND nenbers of the Senate and, SPEAKER AND <—
MEMBERS OF THE House of Representatives, justices and judges of
the courts of record, the CGeneral Counsel, the Attorney General <—

and his deputies, and authorized nenbers of the Pennsyl vani a
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Prison Soci ety who have been designated as official visitors,
whose nanes shall be given to the correctional official in
charge of the appropriate facility, in witing, together with
the ternms of their appointnment under its corporate seal.

"SECRETARY. " THE SECRETARY OF CORRECTI ONS OF THE
COVMONVEEAL TH.

Section 3. Visitation.

(a) Dayandtime TIME --Any official visitor is hereby
authorized to enter and visit any local or State correctional
facility on any AND EVERY day, including Sundays, between the
hours of 9 a.m and 5 p. m —but—shal—net—beauthorizedto—enter
and—vi-sit—at—any—other—tine—exeept VISITS AT ANY OTHER TI ME
SHALL BE MADE ONLY with the special perm ssion of the
correctional official in charge of the facility.

(b) Denial of entry.--1f the correctional official in charge
of a State correctional facility is of the opinion that the
visit would be dangerous to the discipline or welfare of the
facility or the safety of the visitor, the correctional official
in charge of the facility may tenporarily deny entry to any
official visitor if the Secretary of Corrections has previously
decl ared that an enmergency situation exists within the facility.
If this tenmporary exclusion exceeds 72 hours, the official
visitor may apply to Commonweal th Court for a ruling upon the
Secretary of Corrections to show cause why the official visitor
shoul d not be permitted entry into the correctional facility.

(c) Tenporary denial of visitation for local facilities.--If
the correctional official in charge of a | ocal correctional
facility has previously determ ned that an enmergency exists at
the facility, the correctional official may, with the approval

of the president judge of the court of comon pleas for the
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district where the facility is located, tenporarily deny entry
to an official visitor. If this tenporary exclusion exceeds 72
hours, the official visitor may apply to Commonweal th Court for
a ruling upon the president judge to show cause why the official
visitor should not be permtted entry into the correctional
facility.

(d) Interviews with+nmates.--Oficial visitors shall have
the right to interview privately any prisoner or inmate confined
in any State or local correctional facility, and for that
purpose to enter the cell, roomor apartnent wherein any
prsoner—oer—tnrate—+s PRI SONERS OR | NVATES ARE conf i ned.

However, if the eerreetional—offiecer SUPERI NTENDENT OR PERSON i n
charge of the facility at the tine of the visit is of the
opinion that the entry into the A cell would be dangerous to the
satety—et—the—vist+tor—thenthe correcttonal—otiteer—na THE

DI SCl PLI NE OF THE FACI LI TY, THEN THE SUPERI NTENDENT OR PERSON | N
charge may conduct any inmate | NVATES, with whomthe official
visitor may desire a private interview, into another cell or
roomas he nmay designate and there permt the private interview
between the official visitor and the inmate to take pl ace.

(e) Oficial visitors and enpl oyees not exenpt from
prosecution.--Oficial visitors and their enployees shall not be
exenpt from prosecution for any crimnal offense including, but
not limted to, a violation of 18 Pa.C S. §512%1 8§ 5121
(relating to escape), 5122 (relating to weapons or inplenents
for escape) e+ AND 5123 (relating to contraband).

(f) Revecat+on—of—visitor—+ights DECREE OF COURT.--1f an
official visitor violates any provision of this section, any
correectioenal SUPERI NTENDENT, WARDEN OR official in charge of a

| ocal or State correctional facility may apply to the eeurt—of
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I . I I . he i . . e |
APPROPRI ATE COURT for a ruling upon the visitor to show cause

why he or she should not be deprived of his or her official
visitation status, and, upon proof to the satisfaction of the
court, + THE COURT shall enter a decree against the official
visitor depriving himor her of all rights, privileges and
functions of official visitors.
Section 4. Enployees of official visitor.

One enpl oyee of an official visitor may acconpany the
official visitor when visiting any State—er—toeecal PRI SON, JAIL
OR STATE OR REG ONAL correctional facility and nay be present

during an interview conducted by the official visitor.
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SECTI ON 5. REPEALS.
ALL ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE REPEALED | NSOFAR AS THEY ARE

1
2
3
4 | NCONSI STENT WTH TH S ACT.
5 SECTION 6. EFFECTI VE DATE.
6

TH' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 60 DAYS.
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