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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 552 &

I NTRODUCED BY REI NARD, TRELLO, J. L. WRI GHT, PETRARCA, TI GUE
HALUSKA, DI STLER, FOX, FARMER, JADLOW EC, STABACK, KOSI NSKI,
WOGAN, MVERRY, CI VERA, GEI ST, JOHNSON, LANGIRY, SEMMEL
NOYE, CAWLEY, 4 GLIOITI, CAPPABI ANCA, DORR, MORRI'S, M COZZI E
AND CORNELL, FEBRUARY 15, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 15, 1989
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of August 22, 1953 (P.L.1344, No.383), entitled

"An act relating to marriage; and anmendi ng, revising,

consolidating and changing the law relating thereto," further

provi ding for the exam nati on of applicants.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7 of the act of August 22, 1953
(P.L.1344, No.383), known as The Marriage Law, is anended to
read:

Section 7. Exami nation of Applicants.--[Each] Except as

otherwi se provided for in this section, each of the applicants

for a marriage license shall appear in person before the clerk
of the orphans' court of the county in which the license is to
be issued, or before an alderman or justice of the peace of that
county or in any county of this Conmonwealth. At the tinme of
such appearance, the applicant, or both of themif they appear

t oget her, shall be exam ned under oath or affirmation as to:
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(a) The legality of the contenplated marri age;

(b) Any prior marriage or marriages and its or their
di ssol uti on;

(c) Al the information required to be furnished on the
application for license as prepared and approved by the
Depart ment of Health;

(d) The restrictions set forth in section four of this act.

The application or applications shall thereupon be conpleted
in accordance with such exam nation and duly sworn or subscri bed
to by the applicants.

Upon the conpletion of any application or applications taken
before an al derman or justice of the peace, such application or
applications shall be pronptly transmtted to the clerk of the
orphans' court of the county in which the license is to be
i ssued.

The clerk of the orphans' court wherein the license is
sought, when properly conpl eted applications on behal f of each
of the parties to the proposed marri age have been taken before
himor duly forwarded to himby an al derman or justice of the
peace, shall, if there is no |egal objection to the marri age,
grant a license. Such license shall not be granted until or
after the third day following the date of the nost recent of the
two applications therefor.

The clerk of the orphans' court shall provide application
bl anks upon request to al dernmen and justices of the peace.

If an applicant is unable to appear in person, the clerk of

t he orphans' court shall provide that the person nake an

application by sworn affidavit. Affidavit forns shall be nmnde

avai |l able by the clerk of the orphans' court.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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