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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2348 *%%”

I NTRODUCED BY R C. WRI GHT, DURHAM FATTAH, TRELLO, LI NTON
EVANS, ARTY, RAYMOND, COLAFELLA, JOSEPHS, GEI ST AND HUGHES,
APRI L 13, 1988

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 13, 1988
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” placing additional requirenments on
school districts with respect to renedi al prograns; and
provi ding for paynents for such prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 503 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended
Sept enber 21, 1959 (P.L.925, No.373) and Cctober 21, 1965
(P.L.601, No.312), is anended to read:

Section 503. Kindergartens and Preschool Prograns.--(a) The

board of school directors in any school district nmay establish
and mai ntain kindergartens for children between the ages of four
and six years. When established, the kindergartens shall be an
integral part of the elementary school system of the district,
and be kept open for not |ess than two and one-half hours each

day for the full school termas provided in section 1501.
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However, when nore than one-third of the students of the school

district are identified for renmediation in a test adm ni stered

in grades three and five, pursuant to section 1511.1 and

requl ati ons of the State Board of Educati on, the school district

shall provide a full-day kindergarten in the school year

i mmedi ately followi ng notification of the nunber of students

identified for remedi ati on. The full -day program shall conply

with the mininumhourly requirenents established in the

requl ati ons of the State Board of Education. The full -day

ki ndergarten shall continue for four years and may be conti nued

after this period. Children between the ages of four and siXx

vears residing in a district in which nore than one-third of the

students are identified for renediation in a test adm ni stered

in grades three and five pursuant to section 1511.1 and

requl ati ons of the State Board of Education shall be required to

attend a full-day kindergarten as a prerequisite for adni ssion

to first grade, except for children noving into the school

district who have attained the age | evel for adm ssion to the

first grade.

(b)) A child whose age is within one year of the entrance age

of the district for enrolling in kindergarten and residing in a

district in which nore than fifty per centumof the students are

identified for remediation in a test adnmi nistered in grades

three and five pursuant to section 1511.1 and requl ati ons of the

State Board of Education, shall be required to attend a

preschool or day-care program provided by the district as a

prerequi site for adm ssion to kindergarten, except for children

nmovi ng into the school district who have attai ned the age | evel

for adm ssion to kindergarten. Children enrolled in a day-care

home or programlicensed by the Departnent of Public Welfare, a
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pri vate acadeni c school licensed by the Departnent of Educati on

or other State and federally approved preschool prograns shal

be deened to have nmet the requirenents of this subsecti on.

(c) The nunber of kindergartens in any one district shall be
fi xed by the board of school directors, and shall be open during
t he school year

[If the average attendance in any one kindergarten in any
district is ten or less for the school year, the school
directors shall, at the close of the school year, discontinue
t he sane. ]

(d) The board of school directors shall appoint and assign a
sufficient nunber of teachers to such kindergartens, who shal
be certified in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons
prescri bed by the Council of Basic Education.

(e) The Commpnwealth shall be responsi ble for the additi onal

expenses i ncurred by school districts for a full-day

ki ndergarten and a preschool or day-care program established

pur suant to subsections (a) and (b) for four years. For the

first year, school districts shall submt an estinate of the

addi ti onal expenses to the Departnent of Educati on by August 1.

The departnment shall make a paynent to the districts equal to

fifty per centum of the approved costs by Septenber 15. The

remai nder of the paynent shall be made in January of that school

vear. I n succeeding years, the Commpbnweal th shall rei nburse

districts under the paynent schedule for the equalized subsidy

for basic education as specified in section 2517. The depart nent

shal | devel op budget standards to determnm ne approved costs for

full -day kindergarten and district operated preschool or day-

care prograns established pursuant to subsections (a) and (b).

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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