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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2316 *&%”
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REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 6, 1988
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for the
wor k registration programfor public assistance.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 402 of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, amended July 15, 1976
(P.L.993, No.202), is anended to read:

Section 402. Definitions.--As used in this article:

"Assi stance" means noney, services, goods, shelter, burial

and nedical, chiropractic and other health care, including

nursi ng home care provided fromor with State, Federal, county,
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county institution district or municipal funds, for needy
persons who reside in Pennsylvania and need assi stance to
provi de for thensel ves and their dependents a decent and
heal t hful standard of living, and for needy honel ess or
transi ent persons.

"Basic literacy skills" nmeans the ability to read at an

ei ght h-grade | evel .

"Benefit period' nmeans, with respect to any individual, a
period of consecutive days beginning with the first day not
included in a previous benefit period, on which he is furnished
i npatient hospital care, and ending with the |last day of the
first sixty-day period thereafter during each day of which he is
not an inpatient in a hospital.

"CGeneral assistance" neans assi stance granted under the
provi sions of section 432(3) of this act.

"Hone Health Care" neans intermttent or part tinme nursing
services or other therapeutic services furnished by a hone
heal th agency qualified to participate under Title XVIII of the
Federal Social Security Act.

"Protective paynents" means paynents with respect to any
dependent child which are made to anot her i ndividual who (as
determ ned in accordance with standards prescribed by the
departnment) is interested in or connected with the welfare of
such child or relative, or nmade on behalf of such child or
relative directly to a person furnishing food, |iving
accomopdat i ons, or other goods, services, or itenms to or for
such child. Wenever possible, the protective payee shall be a
public child wel fare agency.

"State suppl enmental assistance" neans assi stance granted

under the provisions of section 432(2).
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Section 2. Section 405.1 of the act, added July 15, 1976
(P.L.993, No.202), and anended April 8, 1982 (P.L.231, No.75),
is amended to read:

Section 405.1. Wrk Registration Program--(a) Prior to the
aut hori zation of assistance, every individual shall register in
accordance with regul ati ons of the departnent for enpl oynent,
trai ni ng and manpower services, unless such individual is:

(1) a child who is under the age of sixteen or is attending
full-time an el ementary, secondary or equival ent vocational (or
techni cal) school

(2) a person who has a serious physical or nental handicap
whi ch prevents himor her fromworking in any substanti al
activity as determned in accordance with the standards
establ i shed by the departnent. The departnent shall require that
docunentation of disability be submtted froma physician or
psychol ogi st. Al cohol or drug dependent persons are obligated to
conply with section 9(d), act of April 14, 1972 (P.L. 221,

No. 63), known as the "Pennsylvania Drug and Al cohol Abuse
Control Act”

(3) required to be present in the honme because of illness or
i ncapacity of another nenber of the househol d;

(4) the parent or other relative of a child under the age of
six who is personally providing care for the child with only
very brief and infrequent absences fromthe child;

(5) the parent or other caretaker of a child if another
adult relative is in the hone and not excluded fromthe
requi renent to register, unless such other adult relative has
failed to register as herein required or has refused w thout
good cause to accept enploynent or to participate in work

experience or training;
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(6) actively participating in the Federal work incentive
progr am

(7) enployed full time; [or]

(8) the parent of a child who is deprived of parental
support or care by reason of the unenpl oynent of a parent, if
the other parent (who is the principal wage earner) is not
excl uded by the precedi ng paragraphs of this subsection[.]; or

(9) an individual who has been tested for basic literacy

skills, has been found to | ack basic literacy skills and has

enrolled in a basic reading programreqi stered with the

Depart ment of Educati on.

(b) Any person excluded fromthe requirenents of
regi stration by reason of subsection (a), nay register to
participate in the Pennsyl vani a enpl oyabl es program

(c) No person registered pursuant to subsection (a) shal
refuse to accept a bona fide offer of enploynent or training.
The bona fide offer of enploynment, training, or work experience
must be consistent with the person's physical, nental and
enotional capabilities.

In order to be a bona fide offer of enploynent, there nmust be
reasonabl e assurances that:

(1) Appropriate standards for the health, safety, m ninum
wage and ot her conditions applicable to the performance of work
and training in the enploynent are established and will be
mai nt ai ned.

(2) The offer of enploynment will not result in any
di spl acenent of enpl oyed workers.

(3) Wth respect to such enploynent, the conditions of work,
trai ning, education, and enploynment are reasonable in the |ight

of such factors as the type of work, geographical region, and a
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proficiency of the participant.

(4) The enploynment is not avail able due to | abor dispute,
strike or |ock-out.

(d) Any person required to register pursuant to subsection
(a) who wilfully:

(1) fails to register; or

(2) refuses a bona fide offer of enploynent or training in
vi ol ati on of subsection (c) shall be ineligible for aid to
famlies with dependent children or general assistance. \Were
there is no other parent present who is eligible for assistance
any aid for which such child is eligible will be provided in the
formof protective paynment as defined in section 402.

(e) The department shall, within twelve nonths of the
effective date of this act, establish a Statew de program which
will have as its primary purpose, the obtaining of bona fide
enpl oyment for non-exenpt assistance applicants and recipients.
The program nay be substituted for the registration required by
subsection (a). The program shall include, but not be limted to
referral to private enploynent agencies under contract with the
departnment and the establishnment of an enpl oynent officer in
county board of assistance offices.

(f) The departnent shall take all appropriate neasures to
obtai n any necessary Federal approval and assistance for the
Pennsyl vani a enpl oyabl es program |f the United States
Depart ment of Health, Education and Wl fare does not approve al
or part of the Pennsyl vani a enpl oyabl es program that part of
t he program unapproved shall not apply to persons who are
otherwise eligible for aid to famlies with dependent children,
but it shall apply to persons eligible for general assistance.

In addition, the departnment shall take all appropriate neasures
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to secure Federal funding for all or part of the denonstration
prograns aut horized by subsection (e), including but not Iimted
to a request for financial assistance pursuant to section 1110
of the Federal Social Security Act.

(g) The department shall pronptly redetermine eligibility
upon recei pt of notice of deregistration.

(h) No departnent or agency of the Conmmonweal th and no
vendor delivering social services funded in whole or in part by
contracts with or grants fromthe Departnent of Public Wl fare
shall discrimnate in any manner including enploynment or job
pl acenent agai nst any person because that person is or was an
applicant for or recipient of assistance.

Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 405. 3. Literacy Testing.--Prior to the authori zation

of assi stance, the departnent shall offer the applicant an

opportunity to be tested for basic literacy skills. This

opportunity to be tested shall also be offered to any interested

reci pi ent throughout the period of eliqgibility for assistance.

Section 4. The Departnent of Education shall provide the

Departnment of Public Welfare with testing procedures and
mat erials and registration procedures to inplenent this act. In
devel opi ng regi stration procedures, the departmnment shall make
every effort to include the wi dest array of |ocal education
providers. Eligible providers shall include, but not be limted
to:

(1) School districts.

(2) Internediate units.

(3) Area vocational -technical schools.

(4) Conmunity coll eges.

(5) Literacy councils.
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(6) Libraries.

(7) Conmunity-based private, nonprofit organizations
whi ch are representative of communities or significant parts
of conmunities that provide basic education prograns.

(8) Educational entities registered with the depart nment

for providing an effective educational curricul um
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Section 5. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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