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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2315 *5ua”

| NTRODUCED BY RUDY, APRIL 6, 1988

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 6, 1988

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o M Ww N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the

reorgani zation of certain school districts into smaller

school districts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Article Il of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the "Public School Code of 1949," is anended by
addi ng a subdivision to read:

ARTI CLE 11.
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS.

* * %

(i) Reorganization of School Districts.

Secti on 290- A Reor gani zati on Pl an. -- Any school district or

conbi nati on thereof which became or is part of a reorgani zed

district under subdivision (i) of this article may be

reorgani zed into two or nore snall er school districts pursuant
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to the provisions of this subdivision.

Secti on 291-A. Preparati on of Plan for Reorgani zation. --(a)

A plan for the reorgani zati on of a school district may be

prepared by either the existing district's board of directors or

by a resident or a group of residents of one or nore of the

former school districts which were nerged into the exi sting

school district pursuant to subdivision (i) of this article. The

school district shall within thirty (30) days nake avail abl e any

public information, requested in witing by a resident or

residents, for the preparation of a plan. The costs of obtai ning

any copies of the public informati on shall be borne by the

person requesting the i nformati on. Each proposed pl an shal

conformto the requirenents of subsection (b) and secti on 292-A.

(b) The plan shall take into account the foll owi ng factors:

(1) Topography.

(2) Pupil popul ati on.

(3) Community characteristics.

(4) Transportation of pupils.

(5) Use of existing school buil dings.

(6) Existing adm nistrative units.

(7) Projected popul ati on changes.

(8) The capability of providing a conprehensi ve program of

educati on.

(c) Every plan for reorgani zati on prepared by a resident or

group of residents shall be acconpani ed by a petition signed by

a nmajority of the reqgistered electors residing within the

boundari es of any one or nore of the proposed new school

districts. The petition shall be acconpani ed by a conci se

sunmary of the proposal plan highlighting its nmaj or provisions.

The petition nust be signed and conpleted within forty-five (45)
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days of its initial circulation. Petitions may be obtai ned at

the county board of el ections and shall be certified to and

filed with such county board of el ections. Upon obtai ning the

necessary signatures, the plan and copies of the petition shal

be presented to the board of directors of the existing school

district.

Section 292-A. Contents of Plan.--(a) The proposed

reorgani zati on plan shall include for the present district:

(1) The current budget.

(2) The current school nillage rate and the adjusted nill age

rate for each attendance area.

(3) The district audit report for the previous two (2)

(4) An explanation of all bonded debts, other debts and

rental agreenents.

(5) The student popul ati on by grade and by buil ding for the

past three school vyears.

(6) A description of all buildings and other facilities.

(7) A nmap showing the district boundaries and the | ocation

of all facilities.

(8) A statenent of the nunber of and assi gnnent of enpl oyes.

(9) A description of all current subsidies.

(b)Y The proposed reorgani zati on plan shall include for the

proposed new district or districts:

(1) The projected nmllage rate for each new district for the

next three (3) years.

(2) The projected budget for each new district for the next

three (3) vyears.

(3) The projected bal ance sheet for each new di strict.

(4) An explanation of the apportionment of all bonded debts,

19880H2315B3080 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

ot her debts and rental agreenents to each new district.

(5) A three-year projected student popul ati on by grade and

by building for each new di strict.

(6) A description of all buildings and other facilities in

each new di strict.

(7) A nmap showi ng the boundaries of each new district and

the |l ocation of all facilities in each new district.

(8) A statenent of the nunber of and assi gnnent of enpl oyes

in each new district in accordance with exi sting seniority,

tenure and pension rights.

(9) A description of all additional facilities and personnel

which will be required as a result of the proposed

reorgani zati on

(10) The justification for inplenmentati on of the

reorgani zati on

(11) The proposed schedule for inplenmentati on of the

reorgani zati on

(12) The projected subsidies under current fornula for each

new di strict.

Section 293-A. Subnission to School Board.--(a) Every pl an

presented to the board of directors of the exi sting school

district shall be acted on by such board within ninety (90) days

foll ow ng subni ssi on

(b)) On a plan submtted by the resident or group of

resi dents, the board shall take action that will recommend

approval of the plan as submtted, reconmend approval of the

pl an with proposed nodification or reconmend rejecti on of the

pl an. The board shall not change the plan but may mnmake

reconmendati ons thereto.

Section 294-A. Subnission to State Board.--(a) Every plan
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shall on the ninety-first day foll owi ng subm ssi on be

transnmtted to the State Board of Education by the secretary of

the school board along with a certified copy of the transcri pt

whi ch sets forth, in detail, the action taken by the school

(b) The State board shall, within thirty (30) days of

recei pt of the proposed plan, fix a day and tine within ninety

(90) days of receipt of the plan for a hearing within the
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district at which the State board nmay hear and consi der

10 testinmony fromall interested parties. Five or nore nenbers of
11 the State board shall constitute a quorumfor the State board
12 for_any hearing held hereunder. A verbatimtranscript of the
13 hearing shall be made by the State board and a copy thereof

14 provided to the school district. Public notice of the hearing
15 shall be given within the district not later than twenty (20)
16 days before the date of the schedul ed hearing.

17 (c) The State board shall, within ninety (90) days,

18 subsequent to the public hearing provided for in subsection (b),
19 prepare a witten decision including its finding of facts and
20 conclusions thereon and enter an appropriate order either

21 approving the plan as submitted by the school district,

22 approving a plan nodified by the State board, or di sapproving
23 any plan for reorganization into snaller adnmnistrative units.
24 (d) The State board shall not approve any plan where it is
25 deternmned by the State board that:

26 (1) The mllage differential between the proposed new

27 districts is excessive and the newnillage rate is beyond the
28 capacity of the proposed new districts.

29 (2) The plan is racially discrimnatory.

30 (3) The plan is an evasion of any desegregation order of the

19880H2315B3080 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Human Rel ati ons Conm SSi on.

Section 295-A. Appeals.--(a) A school district or resident

or group of residents which is aggri eved by a deci sion of the

State board under this subdivision nay take an appeal therefrom

in the manner provided in Title 2 of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol i dated Statutes (relating to adm ni strative | aw and

pr ocedure).

(b)Y The burden of proof shall be on the appealing party to

show that the State board's decision is not in the best interest

of the students and taxpayers in each of the affected proposed

new di stricts.

(c) The court, after hearing such additi onal testinony as

the parties nmay wish to present, and upon a consi deration of the

entire record, shall enter an order either affirm ng the pl an

subm tted by the school district, the plan as approved by the

State board, uphold the action of the State board or, inits

di scretion, creating a plan consisting of a conbi nati on of the

el enents of both plans that together are in the best interest of

the students and taxpayers of the entire undivided | arger

district. The order of the court shall be a final order.

Section 296-A. Contents of Order of State Board.--An order

of the State board approving a plan of reorgani zati on shall set

forth all necessary qguidelines for the fornmati on of the new

districts including a tinetable for inplenentation, including

any necessary transition periods wherein certain facilities of

the existing district are shared by two or nore of the new

districts until alternate facilities can be acquired or

construct ed.

Section 297-A. Allocation of Property and R ghts of

Creditors.--The plan for division shall include an all ocati on of
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the real and personal property of the district to the new school

districts. Al rights of creditors agai nst the fornmer school

district shall be preserved agai nst the new school districts.

Al property theretofore vested in the fornmer school district,

and all debts and taxes owing to the forner school district,

uncol l ected in the forner school district, and all noneys,

unexpended bal ances, surpluses and reserves in the treasury of

the forner school district shall be paid to the appropriate

treasurers of the newly constituted school districts.

Secti on 298-A. Ref erendum --(a) Upon final approval of the

plan by the State board or the court, the plan shall be

certified within five (5) days by the Secretary of the State

Board of Education to the county board of el ecti ons who shal

pl ace the foll owi ng questi on on the ballot at the next prinary,

muni ci pal or general el ection occurring nore than sixty (60)

days after such certification

Shall the school district be reorgani zed i n accordance w th

t he reorgani zati on pl an as approved?

(b) If a mpjority of the electors voting thereon within the

geoqr aphi ¢ boundaries of the existing district approve the

questi on, the school district shall be reorgani zed i n accordance

with the resol ution.

(c) Any school district that has reorgani zed pursuant to

this act shall not be conbined with any other school district.

Secti on 299- A Public Notice and Copies of Plans.--(a) At

| east two (2) weeks but not nore than six (6) weeks prior to the

consi deration of the guestion by the el ectorate, public notice

shall be gi ven of the essential el enents of the proposed

reorgani zati on plan by publishing notice once in a newspaper of

general circul ation, as defined by 45 Pa.C.S. 8 101 et seq.
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(relating to | egal notices), which is published and circul at ed

in the school district, or such newspaper of general circul ation

whi ch has a bona fide paid circulation equal to or greater than

any newspaper published in the school district in each of the

three (3) nonths i nmedi ately precedi ng the subnmi ssion of the

question to the el ectorate.

(b) In addition, a conplete copy of the reorgani zati on pl an

shall be available to the general public for inspection or

copyi ng during nornmal business hours in the school district

admi ni stration building and the main office of each school

building in the district during the entire peri od subsequent to

its certification to the county board of el ections and prior to

t he consi derati on of the question by the el ectorate. The cost of

any copi es made shall be borne by the person requesti ng sane.

Section 299-A. 1. School Directors.--Incunbent school

directors of the forner school district who reside in the newy

formed district shall be school directors of the newly forned

school district for the remai nder of their terns. The offices of

school directors not filled by i ncunbents shall be filled in the

manner prescribed for the filling of vacanci es.

Section 2. This act shall take effect Septenber 30, 1988.

B23L24WvB/ 19880H2315B3080 - 8 -



