PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1423 PRINTER S NO. 3867

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1251 =%

| NTRODUCED BY EVANS, KOSI NSKI, CARN, WGE NS, TRUVAN, HAYDEN,
RCEBUCK AND RI EGER, APRIL 28, 1987

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, NOVEMBER 14, 1988

AN ACT

hnical . il | I L .
PROVI DI NG FOR DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAMS | N CHI LD CARE RESOURCE AND  <—
REFERRAL SERVI CES; AND CONFERRI NG POAERS AND DUTI ES ON THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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22 SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.

23 TH' 'S ACT SHALL BE KNOMW AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE CH LD CARE
24 RESOURCE AND REFERRAL ACT.

25 SECTION 2. DEFI NI TI ONS.

26 THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
27 HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM IN TH' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE

28 CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

29 "CH LD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL AGENCY." A PUBLIC OR

30 PRI VATE NONPROFI T ENTI TY THAT PERFORMS FUNCTI ONS RELATED TO
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CH LD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL SERVI CES. THE TERM | NCLUDES AN
ASSCCI ATI ON AND A CORPORATI ON.

"DEPARTMENT. "  THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C VELFARE OF THE
COMVONVEAL TH.

SECTI ON 3. DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAMS.

(A) ESTABLI SHVENT. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH FOUR
DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAMS | N THI S COVWONWEALTH TO EVALUATE THE
DEVELOPMENT, MAI NTENANCE AND EXPANSI ON OF QUALITY CHI LD CARE
THROUGH REG ONALI ZED RESOURCE AND REFERRAL CHI LD CARE SERVI CES.
I N ADDI TI ON, THESE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAMS SHALL ASSESS THE RCLE
OF A RESOURCE AND REFERRAL ACGENCY | N FURTHERI NG THE DEPARTMENT' S
GOAL TO | MPROVE ACCESS TO CHI LD CARE, QUALITY OF CHI LD CARE,

MONI TORI NG OF CHI LD CARE AND PLANNI NG FOR CHI LD CARE SERVI CES.
TO ACH EVE COST EFFI Cl ENCY, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | DENTI FY AND
UTI LI ZE, WHENEVER PGSSI BLE, EXI STI NG RESOURCE AND REFERRAL
AGENCI ES OPERATI NG IN THI S COVMONWEALTH.

(B) DURATI ON. - - THE PROGRAMS ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBSECTI ON ( A)
SHALL OPERATE FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS. THEY MAY BE CONTI NUED | F
FUNDI NG | S AVAI LABLE.

SECTION 4. ELIGBILITY.

A CH LD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL ACGENCY | S ELI G BLE TO
PROVI DE A DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM UNDER SECTION 3 IF | T CAN
DEMONSTRATE, THROUGH PAST PERFORMANCE OR CURRENT SERVI CE,

ABI LI TY TO EFFECTI VELY PERFORM THE FUNCTI ONS UNDER SECTI ON 5 AND
IF I T CAN PROVI DE EVI DENCE THAT | T HAS SERVED LOW | NCOMVE

FAM LI ES.

SECTI ON 5.  FUNCTI ON.

A CH LD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL AGENCY MJUST PROVI DE, AT A
MN MUM THE FOLLOW NG SERVI CES:

(1) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF ALL LEGALLY OPERATI NG CHI LD CARE
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SERVI CES | N A DEFI NED GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA.

(2) MAINTENANCE OF A REGULARLY UPDATED RESCOURCE FI LE OF
SERVI CES AND VACANCI ES.

(3) PUBLIC EDUCATI ON ABCOUT THE AVAI LABI LI TY, COST,
STANDARDS AND TYPES OF CHI LD CARE PROGRAMS | N A DEFI NED
GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA.

(4) ASSI STANCE TO PARENTS | N EVALUATI NG CH LD CARE NEEDS
AND APPROPRI ATENESS OF TYPES OF CARE.

(5) REFERRALS TO CHI LD CARE SERVI CES NEAR THE HOMVE, WORK
AREA, OR FACI LI TY WHERE THE PARENT | S ATTENDI NG SCHOOL OR
RECEI VI NG JOB TRAI NI NG

(6) PROVID NG CAREG VERS W TH TRAI NI NG WORKSHOPS,

ASSI STANCE | N FI LLI NG VACANCI ES, ADVOCACY FOR ATTAI NI NG
PROFESSI ONAL STATUS, OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR SHARI NG | NFORMATI ON
AND EXPERI ENCES AND ACCESS TO ONGO NG EDUCATI ONAL

CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAMS.

(7) PROVISI ON OF START- UP | NFORVATI ON FOR POTENTI AL
CH LD CARE PROVI DERS TO STI MULATE THE SUPPLY OF CHI LD CARE
RESOURCES.

(8) ABILITY TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS FROM BUSI NESSES FCOR
I NFORVATI ON OR SERVI CES DESI GNED TO MEET THE CHI LD CARE NEEDS
OF THEI R EMPLOYEES.

(9) DOCUMENTATI ON AND TABULATI ON OF DATA PERTAI NI NG TO
PARENT REQUESTS, CONSUMER COWMPLAI NTS AND EMPLOYER- SPONSORED
CH LD CARE SERVI CES THAT WLL ASSI ST | N COMUNI TY AND STATE
PLANNI NG AND | DENTI FI CATI ON OF NEEDS.

(10) PROCEDURES FOR HANDLI NG COVPLAI NTS RELATED TO CHI LD
DAY- CARE PROGRAMS AND REFERRAL OF DAY- CARE PROGRAMS UNDER
I NVESTI GATI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(11) ESTABLI SHVENT OF FEES, WHERE NECESSARY, TO DEFRAY
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THE COST OF SERVI CES.

(12) ESTABLI SHVENT OF PROCEDURES THAT ENSURE THE

CONFI DENTI ALI' TY OF CH LDREN AND PARENTS WHO UTI LI ZE THE

AGENCY' S SERVI CES.

SECTI ON 6. REPORT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

AN | NTERI M REPCRT THAT DESCRI BES THE FOUR DEMONSTRATI ON
PROGRAMS SELECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CRI TERI A THAT W LL
BE USED FOR A FI NAL EVALUATI ON OF EACH PROGRAM SHALL BE
SUBM TTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY JULY 1, 1989. A FI NAL
REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY W THI N 30
MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT. THE REPORT SHALL
| NCLUDE, ALONG W TH RECOMVENDATI ONS, THE DEPARTMENT' S FI NDI NGS
RELATI NG TO NUMBERS OF PARENTS AND CHI LDREN SERVED; EXTENT OF
ASSI STANCE @ VEN TO CAREGQ VERS, PARENTS AND EMPLOYEES; COST OF
RESOURCE AND REFERRAL SERVI CES; THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF PRI VATE,
CORPCORATE AND GOVERNMENT FUNDI NG FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND

MAI NTENANCE OF RESOURCE AND REFERRAL AGENCI ES; AND THE PROGRAM S

| MPACT ON QUALITY AND AVAI LABILITY OF CH LD CARE IN A
GEOGRAPHI CALLY DEFI NED AREA.
SECTI ON 7. EFFECTI VE DATE.

TH' 'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MMEDI ATELY.
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