PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 537 PRINTER S NO. 2701

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 487 %5

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERVAN, SIRIANNI, LI VENGOOD, BATTI STO, RUDY
LLOYD, CARLSON, HERMAN, DeWEESE, SHOVWERS, DI STLER AND
MARKOSEK, FEBRUARY 25, 1987

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JANUARY 19, 1988
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 15, 1955 (P.L.865, No.256),
entitled "An act requiring rents and royalties fromoil and
gas | eases of Commonwealth |and to be placed in a speci al
fund to be used for conservation, recreation, dans, and fl ood
control; authorizing the Secretary of Forests and Waters to
determ ne the need for and | ocation of such projects and to
acquire the necessary land,"” further providing for the
appropriation and distribution of certain royalty and rental
paynents; and maki ng editorial changes.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and the act of Decenber 15, 1955
(P.L.865, No.256), entitled "An act requiring rents and
royalties fromoil and gas | eases of Commonwealth |and to be
pl aced in a special fund to be used for conservation,
recreation, dans, and flood control; authorizing the Secretary
of Forests and Waters to determ ne the need for and | ocation of
such projects and to acquire the necessary land," are anmended to
read:
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Requiring rents and royalties fromoil and gas |eases of
Commonweal th land to be placed in a special fund to be used
for conservation, recreation, dans, and flood control;
authorizing the Secretary of [Forests and Wters]

Envi ronnental Resources to determ ne the need for and

| ocati on of such projects and to acquire the necessary | and.

Section 1. Rents and Royalties.--(a) Al rents and

royalties fromoil and gas | eases of any |and owned by the
Commonweal t h, except rents and royalties received fromgane and
fish lands, shall be placed in a special fund to be known as the

"Q |l and Gas Lease [Fund” which] Fund." Except as provided in

subsection (b), the fund shall be exclusively used for

conservation, recreation, danms, or flood control or to match any
Federal grants which may be nade for any of the aforenentioned
pur poses.

(b)) Paepty TH RTY per centum of each rent or royalty paynent <—

to the Departnent of Environmental Resources fromany oil or gas

| ease shall be set aside in a separate account within the "G |

and Gas Lease Fund" for annual distribution by the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Resources to the county, municipality and school

district where the oil or gas | ease is situated. The Depart nent

of Environnental Resources shall, on July 1 of each year and in

cooperation with the Treasury Departnent and the Auditor

Ceneral, distribute the proceeds of the separate account in the

foll owi ng anounts and for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) Ten per centum of each paynent shall be returned to the

county where it originated and shall be used, first, to plan and

successfully i nplenent a solid-waste di sposal system and,

second, to reduce county real estate taxes.

(2) Five per centum of each paynent shall be returned to the
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muni ci pality where it oriqginated and shall be used to reduce the

muni ci pal real estate taxes.

(3) Five per centum of each paynent shall be returned to the

school district where it origi nated and shall be used to reduce

the school district real estate taxes.

(4) TEN PER CENTUM OF EACH PAYMENT SHALL BE PAI D I NTO THE

VELL PLUGE NG RESTRI CTED REVENUE ACCOUNT ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT_ TO

THE ACT OF DECEMBER 19, 1984 (P.L.1140, NO 223), KNOMW AS THE
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"OL AND GAS ACT," AND SHALL BE USED SOLELY FOR THE PLUGE NG AND
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SEALI NG OF ABANDONED WELLS WHI CH THREATEN THE HEALTH AND SAFETY

=
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OF _PERSONS OR PROPERTY OR POLLUTION OF THE WATERS OF THI' S

=
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COMVONVEEAL TH.

=
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Section 2. Utilization.--It shall be within the discretion
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of the Secretary of [Forests and Waters] Environnental Resources
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to determine the need for and the | ocation of any project
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authorized by this act. The Secretary of [Forests and Waters]
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Envi ronnent al Resources shall have the power to acquire in the
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nanme of the Commonweal t h by purchase, condemation or otherw se
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such lands as may be needed.
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Section 3. Appropriation.--All the noneys fromtinme to tine
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paid into the "Ol and Gas Lease Fund" are specifically
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appropriated to the Departnment of [Forests and Waters]
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Envi ronnental Resources to carry out the purposes of this act.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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