PRINTER S NO. 322

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 298 =%~

| NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, TRELLO, PRESTQN, KOSI NSKI, Pl STELLA,
LAUGHLI N, VAN HORNE, HERMAN, D. W SNYDER, LI VENGOOD, CAWLEY,
CAPPABI ANCA AND FOX, FEBRUARY 11, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 11, 1987
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AN ACT

Aut hori zing a county, with the witten recommendation of its
recorder of deeds or conmm ssioner of records, by ordinance of
its governing body, to establish a uniform parcel identifier
system by providing for a depository agency of the county's
tax maps, including additions, deletions and revisions to
such maps, and by providing for the assignnment by such
depository agency of uniformparcel identifiers for each
parcel on the map in order to facilitate conveyancing and its
tax assessnent and to establish a nodern | and record system

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Uniform
Parcel Identifier Law
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"County tax map." A map describing real estate in a county
mai ntai ned for its tax assessnent purposes as ot herw se provided

by | aw.
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"Governing body." The county comm ssioners of the county,
except in those counties which have adopted an optional charter
or hone rule formof governnent where it shall nean that body
vested with the legislative authority of the county.

"Municipality.” Any city of the first, second, second cl ass
A or third class, borough, incorporated town, township of the
first or second class or any simlar general purpose unit of
government whi ch shall hereafter be created by the Genera
Assenbly. The term shall include those general purpose units of
government smaller than a county which exercise self-governnment
under a home rule charter or optional plan.

"Uniformparcel identifier.” A finite, punctuated sequence
of nunbers indicating the land parcel or other interest in real
estate as shown on the recorded county tax map, which sequence
may be the existing county tax parcel nunber.

(1) In the case of a "unit” within the neaning of the
act of July 3, 1963 (P.L.196, No.117), known as the Unit
Property Act, a designator for the nunber of the "unit" as
i ndi cated on the recorded "declaration plan" shall be
i ncluded in the sequence of nunbers formng the uniform
parcel identifier for such "unit."

(2) In the case of a "unit" within the neaning of 68
Pa.C.S. Part Il Subpart B (relating to condom niuns), a
designator for the nunber of the "unit" as indicated on the
recorded declaration shall be included in the sequence of
nunbers formng the uniform parcel identifier for such
"unit.”

(3) In the case of an interest in real estate |ess than
fee sinple, an additional designator shall be included in the

sequence of nunbers formng the uniformparcel identifier for
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such interest in order to distinguish such interest fromthe

fee sinple parcel of which such interest is a part.
Section 3. Odinance requiring permanency of county maps.

A county, with the witten recomrendati on of its recorder of
deeds or comm ssioner of records, may, by ordinance of its
governi ng body, require the inplenmentation of a uniform parcel
identifier system The systemshall provide for a pernanent
record of all county tax maps with the parcel identifier clearly
vi si bl e.

Section 4. Assigning uniform parcel identifiers.

(a) Requirenments of county tax maps.--The governi ng body
shall provide for a single agency which shall be the pernanent
depository of all county tax maps. The agency shall assign to
each parcel a uniformparcel identifier which shall correspond
with the county tax maps.

(b) Assignnent of uniformparcel identifier.--At the request
of an owner subdividing or amal gamating or ot herw se affecting
for future transfer, nortgage, release or other purpose any
parcel or parcels already designated on a county tax nmap, the
agency having custody of the county tax map shall assign a
uni form parcel identifier to each parcel included in the
proposed transfer, nortgage, release or other purpose. If the
conveyance in the proposed transfer represents a change of size
and/ or description of the real estate, then the owner shal
provide the officials with either a netes and bounds description
based on a precise survey; or a |lot nunber and references to a
recorded subdivision plan, which plan on its face shows netes
and bounds, prepared by a professional |and surveyor as required
by the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.913, No.367), known as the

Prof essi onal Engi neers Registration Law. Any subdi vi si on pl an
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whi ch was prepared prior to the effective date of the aforesaid
act and which contains netes and bounds shall be acceptable for
conpliance with these provisions. This assignnent of uniform
parcel identifiers shall take place within one day of the
presentation of the request for such assignment when acconpani ed
by the survey or such subdivision plan. No netes and bounds
description by survey or subdivision plan shall be required for
any transfer, nortgage, release or other purpose involving a
right-of-way, surface or subsurface easenent, oil, gas or

m neral |ease or other interest, or any subsurface estate.
Section 5. Recording procedures.

(a) GCenerally.--The provisions of this section shall govern
all recordings of county tax maps pursuant to an ordi nance
adopt ed under section 3.

(b) Initial recording.--Imediately upon the adoption of an
ordi nance under section 3, or at such later time provided in the
ordi nance, the appropriate agency designated to have custody of
the county tax maps shall provide for their permanency.

(c) Filing in stages by nunicipality.--The initial filing of
county tax maps shall be acconplished by filing successively al
the county tax maps relating to a nunicipality at one tinme. It
is intended at the initial filing that no county tax map for a
muni ci pality be placed on record until all the county tax maps
relating to a nunicipality are so recorded.

(d) Additions, revisions and changes to county tax maps.--
Changes in municipal or county boundaries, resulting from
annexation or otherw se, subdivisions, resubdivisions and
additions shall be indicated on the county tax nmaps ot herw se
provi ded by |law, and such revised or new county tax maps or that

part thereof which is revised or new shall be filed within ten

19870H0298B0322 - 4 -



1 days of their revision or addition, or, in lieu thereof, the

2 revised or new subdivision plan with the uniform parcel

3 identifiers affixed shall be recorded.

4 (e) Filing certified copies of county tax maps.--A copy of
5 any county tax map certified by any official having custody

6 thereof may be placed in the depository in lieu of an original
7 map.

8 (f) Maintenance of tax maps.--County tax nmaps may be

9 nmaintained in the depository in a mcrofilnmed, bound or

10 otherwi se permanent form for reference as provided in the

11 ordinance adopted under section 3.

12 Section 6. Fees.

13 O ficials providing services in accordance with an ordi nance
14 enacted under section 3 shall receive their customary fees if
15 otherw se provided by | aw.

16 Section 7. Hone rule charter and optional plan counti es.

17 A county exercising self-government under a hone rule charter
18 or optional plan that adopts an ordi nance under section 3 shal
19 be subject to the provisions of this act in the same nmanner as
20 any other county so el ecting.
21 Section 8. Effective date.
22 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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