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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 202 =%

| NTRODUCED BY ACOSTA, CARN, KOSI NSKI, J. TAYLOR, CAPPABI ANCA AND
HOANLETT, FEBRUARY 4, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FI NANCE, FEBRUARY 4, 1987
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing standards and qualifications by which |ocal tax
authorities in counties of the first class may nake speci al
real property tax relief provisions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the First C ass
County Property Tax Relief Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

In recognition of the severe econom c circunstances of
certain longti ne owner-occupants of residences who are faced
with rising living costs and constantly increasing tax burdens
in areas where real property values have risen markedly as a
consequence of the renovation of other deteriorating residences
or the construction of new residences, and in further
recognition that assessnent ratio adjustnents and reassessnents

can have a devastating inmpact on |ongtinme owner-occupants in

t hese areas, the General Assenbly, pursuant to section 2(b)(v)
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of Article VIl of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania, considers
it to be a matter of sound public policy for counties of the
first class to adopt uniform special real property tax relief
provisions in order to allow | ongti ne owner-occupants of
residences to remain in peaceful possession of their hones.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Longti me owner-occupant.” Any person who for at |east ten
conti nuous years has owned and has occupi ed the sanme dwel ling
pl ace as a principal residence and domcile.

"Principal residence.” The dwelling place of a person,

i ncludi ng the principal house and |lot, and such |ots as are used
in connection therewith which contribute to its enjoynent,
confort and conveni ence. For purposes of this act, the term may
al so include a building with a maxi num of one comerci al

est abl i shment and a maxi mum of three residential units of which
one residential unit nust be the principal residence of the

| ongti me owner - occupant.

Section 4. Deferral or exenption authority.

(a) Adoption of uniform provisions.--The governing body of a
county of the first class shall have the power to adopt uniform
special real property tax provisions granting |ongtine owner-
occupants a deferral or exenption or conbination thereof, in the
paynent of that portion of an increase of real property taxes
which is due to an increase in the market value of the real
property as a consequence of the refurbishing or renovating of
ot her residences or the construction of new residences in |ong-

establ i shed residential areas or areas of deteriorated, vacant
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1 or abandoned honmes and properties.

2 (b) Designation of areas.--The governing body of a county of
3 the first class is authorized to designate areas eligible for

4 the special real property tax provisions pursuant to this act.

5 Section 5. Conditions of deferral or exenption.

6 (a) GCeneral rule.--Any deferral or exenption of paynent of

7 an increase in real property taxes granted pursuant to this act
8 shall be limted to real property which neets all of the

9 follow ng conditions:

10 (1) The property is owned and occupied by a | ongtine

11 owner - occupant .

12 (2) The property is the principal residence and domcile
13 of the longtime owner-occupant.

14 (b) Penalties and interest.--No penalties and interest shal
15 accrue on the portion of the deferral pursuant to this act.

16 (c) Financial need or age.--Neither financial need nor age
17 of the longtime owner-occupant shall be a determ nant of

18 eligibility.

19 Section 6. Retroactive application.
20 An ordi nance or resol ution adopted by the governing body of a
21 county of the first class granting a tax referral or exenption
22 may be applied retroactively to Novenber 6, 1984.
23 Section 7. Effective date.
24 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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