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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 195 55

| NTRODUCED BY TI GUE, CAWLEY, CAPPABI ANCA, BELARDI, JARCLI N
STABACK, MCALL, O DONNELL, REBER, LAUGHLI N, HAGARTY, PUNT,
SERAFI NI, SEVENTY, OLIVER, FLICK, STEIGANER, RI TTER, NAHI LL
DeLUCA, D. W SNYDER, BALDW N, SWEET, BURD, FREENAN,

PI STELLA, MRKONI C, SAURMAN, D. R WRI GHT, TRELLO, MNAI ALE
HOANLETT, DAW DA, BELFANTI, HALUSKA, RYBAK, PRESSMANN,

KUKOVI CH, LI NTON, COHEN, JOHNSQON, BOCK, KGSI NSKI, BUNT,

GEl ST, DORR, MOEHLMANN, GODSHALL, LANGIRY, DI STLER, CARLSON,
MORRI S, ARGALL, M CHLOVIC, FOX, HERMVAN, FARMER, FARGO
GAMBLE, FATTAH, SHOWERS, CALTAGQ RONE, VEON, LEVDANSKY, MERRY,
DALEY AND OLASZ, FEBRUARY 4, 1987

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 4, 1987
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for comunity
public service prograns ordered by district justices.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 1520. Conmmunity public service program

(a) GCeneral rule.--A district justice nay, upon hearing the

facts of a case, admt to the adjudication alternative

aut hori zed by this section persons charged with sunmary of f enses

or m sdeneanors of the third degree within the jurisdiction of

the district justice. Where applicable, the defendant shall be

required to waive his rights to a speedy trial. The defendant
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shall not be required to plead quilty to be accepted by the

district justice into the program

(b)Y Public service program--A district justice may, in lieu

of nmking a di sposition, authorize an offender to participate in

a programin which an agency or organi zation is willing to

assune supervi sion or placenent responsibility for such

of fenders. The programin general shall be approved by the court

of conmmon pleas of that district and the district attorney. This

program nay i nclude work, counseling, public service, job

trai ni ng, educati on or other appropriate comunity service or

sel f-i nprovenent. The conditi ons of the program nay include the

i mposition of costs and restitution, the inposition of a

reasonabl e charge relating to the expense of adm nistering the

program and any ot her conditions agreed to by the offender.

(c) Conpletion of program--The district justice shal

di sm ss the charges and shall relieve the person of the

obligation to pay any fine or serve any sentence of

i mpri sonnent, upon the successful conpletion of the program

(d) Refusal to accept or conplete program--I1f the person

refuses to accept the conditions required by the district

justice or fails to conplete the program w t hout good cause or

viol ates any condition of the program w t hout good cause, the

district justice shall proceed on the charges as provi ded by
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(e) Inmmunity.--A district justice and any public service or

charitabl e organi zati on supervi sing or adnm nistering a public

servi ce program under this section shall be i nmune from any

civil action for danmages brought by a person admtted to this

program Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt or

otherwi se affect or preclude liability resulting from gross
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negl i gence or intentional ni sconduct. Reckless, willful or

want on m sconduct constitutes gross negli gence.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section the term"district

justice" includes a judge of the Pittsburgh Magi strates Court.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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