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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 824 5

I NTRODUCED BY BELL, MAY 6, 1985

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
MAY 6, 1985

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.551, No.190), entitled

"An act relating to the right to practice nedicine and

surgery in the Comonweal th of Pennsylvani a; and establi shing

nmeans and net hods whereby the right to practice nedicine and
surgery and any of its branches and Iimted right to practice
nmedically related acts may be obtai ned, and exenptions

t herefrom inposing powers and duties on the State Board of

Medi cal Education and Licensure; providing for appropriation

of board fees to carry out the provisions thereof, and for

the granting, revocation and suspension of |icenses;

provi ding penalties for violations; and naking repeal s, "

further providing for the powers and duties of the board.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.551,
No. 190), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1974, anended June
23, 1978 (P.L.502, No.79), is anended to read:

Section 3. Practice of Medicine and Surgery w thout License
Prohi bited; Penalties.--(a) It shall be unlawful for any person
in the Conmonweal th to engage in the practice of nedicine and
surgery, or pretend to a know edge of any branch or branches of

medi ci ne and surgery, or to hold hinself or herself forth as a
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practitioner in nedicine and surgery, or to assunme the title of
doctor of nedicine and surgery or doctor of any specific

di sease, or to diagnose diseases, or to treat diseases by the
use of nedicines and surgery as defined in clause (3) of section
2 of this act or by any other nmeans, or to sign any death
certificate, unless otherw se authorized by law or to hold
himsel f or herself forth as able to do so, excepting those

herei nafter exenpted, unless he or she has first fulfilled the
requi renents of this act and has received a certificate of
licensure or permssion fromthe board, which |icense shall be
properly recorded in the office of the board. Acts of nedi cal

di agnosi s or prescription of nedical therapeutic or corrective
nmeasures nay be perfornmed by persons |licensed pursuant to the
act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known as "The Professional
Nursing Law," if authorized by rules and regulations jointly
pronmul gated by the board and the State Board of Nurse Exam ners.
Not hing in this act shall be construed to prohibit services and
acts rendered by a qualified physician assistant, technician or
other allied nmedical person if such services and acts are
rendered under the supervision, direction or control of a

i censed physician. It shall be unlawful for any person to
practice as a physician assistant unless certified and approved
by the board. It shall also be unlawful for any physician
assistant to render nedical care and services except under the
supervi sion and direction of the supervising physician. The
aborting of a pregnancy shall be considered the practice of
surgery. On first offense any person wilfully violating the
provisions of this [section of this act] subsection shall, upon
conviction, be guilty of a m sdeneanor and shall be subject to a

fine of not nore than one thousand dollars ($1, 000) or
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i mprisonment for not nore than six nonths in the county prison
or both, at the discretion of the court; and on each additi onal
of fense shall be subject to a fine of not | ess than two thousand
dol lars ($2,000) and inprisonment of not |ess than six nmonths or
nore than one year, at the discretion of the court. In the event
the violation is the aborting of a pregnant woman the person
convicted thereof shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and shall be
subject to a fine of not [ess than ten thousand doll ars
($10,000) or inprisonment for five years, or both.

(b)Y The board shall have the power and its duty shall be to

i nvestigate any all eged vi ol ati ons of subsection (a). The board

may reconmend to the appropriate authorities that a person be

charged with violati ng subsection (a).

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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