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AN ACT

Regul ating the right to practice acupuncture; requiring the
regi stration of acupuncturists; and providing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Acupuncture
Regi strati on Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Acupuncture.” The stinulation of certain points on or near
the surface of the body by the insertion of needles to prevent
or alleviate the perception of pain or to normalize
physi ol ogi cal functions, including pain control, for the

treatment of certain diseases or dysfunctions of the body.
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“Acupuneturists— "ACUPUNCTURI ST." An individual registered <—
to practice acupuncture by the State Board of MedicalEducation <—

and—Li-censure MEDI Cl NE. <—
"Board." The State Board of Medical—Education—-andtLicensure <—
MEDI Cl NE. <—
"COW SSI ONER. " THE COWM SSI ONER OF PROFESSI ONAL AND <—
OCCUPATI ONAL AFFAI RS | N THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
Section 3. Regulation of the practice of acupuncture.
(a) Registration required.--Acupuncture may be practiced by
or at the direction and under the supervision of a physiecian <—
MEDI CAL DOCTCOR. An i ndi vi dual, including a physietran MED CAL <—
DOCTOR, shall be registered with the board before the individual
may practice acupuncture in this Commonweal th. [ndividuals shal
renew their registrations biennially with the board.
(b) Regulations to be promul gated. --The board shal
pronul gate regul ations requiring the proper training of
i ndi vi dual s, includi ng physietans MEDI CAL DOCTORS, before they <—
may be registered to practice acupuncture in this Comonweal th.
Proper training shall include to the extent determ ned by the
board, education or denonstrated experience in the practice of
acupuncture. |IF THE BOARD REQUI RES SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON COF A <—
VWRI TTEN, ORAL OR PRACTI CAL EXAM NATI ON | N ORDER TO QUALI FY FOR
REG STRATI ON UNDER THI S ACT, THE EXAM NATI ON SHALL BE PREPARED
AND ADM NI STERED BY A QUALI FI ED AND APPROVED PROFESSI ONAL
TESTI NG ORGANI ZATI ON | N THE MANNER REQUI RED FOR WRI TTEN
EXAM NATI ONS BY SECTION 812.1 OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929
(P.L.177, NO 175), KNOMWN AS THE ADM NI STRATI VE COCDE OF 1929. The
board may promnul gate such other regul ati ons as are deened proper
and necessary regarding the practice of acupuncture.

(c) Practice to be under general supervision of a phystetan <—
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MEDI CAL DOCTOR. -- An acupuncturist is not required to practice <—
acupuncture on the prem ses of the office of a physietan MEDI CAL <—

DOCTOR, however, an acupuncturist, other than a physiecian <—
MEDI CAL DOCTOR, is required to practice acupuncture under the <—
general supervision of a physieian MEDI CAL DOCTOR. The <—
supervi si ng physieian MEDI CAL DOCTOR is not required to be <—

registered wwth the board as an acupuncturist. "General
supervi si on" nmeans the supervising physietan MEDI CAL DOCTOR <—
shal | :

(1) Performa medical diagnostic exam nation or review

the results of a recently perforned nedical diagnostic

exam nation with respect to any ailnment or condition to be

treated by acupuncture prior to such treatnent.

(2) Be personally available for consultation on the

prem ses or be avail able by tel ephone contact, chart review

or other means approved by the board.

(3) Place conditions and restrictions on the course of
treatment if required as a matter of sound nedical practice.

(d) Renoval fromregistration.--The board shall have the
authority to suspend, revoke or cancel the registration of any
per son who engages i n unprofessional conduct or inconpetent
practice, is addicted to drugs or al cohol, or violates any
provi sions of the act or rules or regul ations of the board.

(e) Section not applicable to dentists and, podiatrists, <—
OSTECPATHS AND VETERI NARI ANS. --Thi s section shall not apply to a
denti st perform ng acupuncture in connection with the practice
of dentistry e+, a podiatrist perform ng acupuncture in a <—
connection with the practice of podiatry, AN OSTEOPATH <—
PERFORM NG ACUPUNCTURE | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE PRACTI CE OF
OSTEOPATHI C MEDI CI NE, OR A VETERI NARI AN PERFORM NG ACUPUNCTURE

19850S0693B1764 - 3 -



ON ANI MALS | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE PRACTI CE OF VETERI NARY
MEDI CI NE. THE STATE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHI C MEDI CI NE W TH REGARD TO
OSTECPATHI C PHYSI CI ANS, THE STATE BOARD OF DENTI STRY W TH REGARD
TO DENTI STS, THE STATE BOARD OF PODI ATRY W TH REGARD TO

PCDI ATRI STS, AND THE STATE BOARD OF VETERI NARY MEDI CAL EXAM NERS
W TH REGARD TO VETERI NARI ANS SHALL ASSURE THAT LI CENSEES OF THAT
BOARD VWHO PERFORM ACUPUNCTURE HAVE WHAT THAT BOARD DETERM NES TO
BE THE PROPER EDUCATI ON OR DEMONSTRATED EXPERI ENCE | N THE
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Section 4. Fees.

=
=

The board may charge a reasonable fee, fixed by the board by

=
N

regul ation, for all registrations, renewal s and exam nations

=
w

authorized by this act or the regul ati ons pronul gated under

H
o

section 3(b).
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(63}

Section 5. Penal ti es.
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(a) Registration.--Except as provided for in section 3(e),

=
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it shall be unlawful for an individual to practice acupuncture
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in this Comonweal th unless the individual is registered as an

=
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acupuncturi st by the board. An individual willfully violating

N
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the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor of

N
=

the third degree.

N
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(b) Injunction.--The unlawful practice of acupuncture as

N
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defined may be enjoined by the courts on petition of the board

N
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or by the conm ssioner. In any such proceeding, it shall not be

N
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necessary to show that any person is individually injured by the

N
(e}

actions conplained of. If the respondent is found guilty of the

N
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unl awful practice of acupuncture, the court shall enjoin him

N
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fromso practicing unless he has been duly registered. Procedure

N
(o]

in such cases shall be the sane as in any other injunction suit.
30 The renedy of injunction shall be in addition to crim nal
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prosecution and puni shnment.

Section 6. Disposition of certain noneys.
Al'l fees, charges and fines collected under the provisions of

this act shall be appropriated pursuant to the provisions of

section 907 of the act of Cctober 15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.111),

known as the Health Care Services Ml practice Act.

Section 7. Effective date.
Fhi-s—aect—shalltakeeffectimrediately— <—
(A) SECTION 3(B) OF THI'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY. <—
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(B) THE REMAI NDER OF THI' S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N SI X

=
=

MONTHS.
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